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            17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Saturday, 26 July                      

3:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                               

4 pm … Bette Lloyd by Jack & Colleen Byrne              

Sunday, 27 July              17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:30 am … Donald Leclerc (12th Anniv.) by Esther Leclerc 

9:30 am …  Our Parish Family              

4:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                                   

5 pm … Elizabeth Gumbert                            

Monday, 28 July                                                                    

12 pm … Poor Souls in Purgatory by the Pereira Family 

Tuesday, 29 July                                             Saint Martha 

12 pm … Hector & Emma Boisvert by Germaine Yergeau 

Wednesday, 30                         Saint Peter Chrysologus 

11:30 am … Confession & Reconciliation                           

12 pm … John & Helen Zygmunt by Kathy Gunter            

Thursday, 31 July                      Saint Ignatius of Loyola 

8:30 am … Pauline Nadeau (3rd Anniv.) by Jaye Soderberg                                         

Friday, 1 August                       Saint Alphonsus Liguori 

~ Office Closed ~                                                         
5:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                               

6 pm … Elizabeth Antonucci by P. Jerome                     

6:30 pm … Adoration                                                     

Saturday, 2 August                      

3:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                               

4 pm … Our Parish Family                            

Sunday, 3 August           18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:30 am … Irene Coulon by Lionel & Lillian Coulon    

9:30 am …  Leonard Murphy (58th Anniv.) by Virginia 

Murphy                     

4:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                                   

5 pm … Poor Souls in Purgatory by the Pereira Family  

We’re getting there! We are 2/3 away from 

reaching our goal of $30,000. To date, we 

have raised $10,210. Thank you! Please 

consider a contribution. Your donation 

transforms lives. Thank you! 

Readings for the week of July 27 2014 

Monday: Jer 13:1-11; Dt 32:18-21; Mt 13:31-35 

Tuesday: Jer 14:17-22; Ps 79:8, 9, 11, 13; Jn 11:19-27 or Lk 10:38-

42 

Wednesday: Jer 15:10, 16-21; Ps 59:2-4, 10-11, 17-18; Mt 13:44-46 

Thursday: Jer 18:1-6; Ps 146:1b-6ab; Mt 13:47-53 

Friday: Jer 26:1-9; Ps 69:5, 8-10, 14; Mt 13:54-58 

Saturday: Jer 26:11-16, 24; Ps 69:15-16, 30-31, 33-34; Mt 14:1-12 

Sunday: Is 55:1-3; Ps 145:8-9, 15-18; Rom 8:35, 37-39; Mt 14:13-

21  

Knitting Group is par-

ticipating in "CLICK for Ba-
bies" - a period of purple 
crying hats.  We are inviting 

all knitters and crocheters to join us in making purple baby hats. 

Tuesday, 29 July                                                                     

7 pm … Bible Study—Parish Hall Classroom                         

Sanctuary candle The sanctuary 

candle burns this week for Richard Par-

kinson by Micky Margaritis. 

Spiritual Direction – Saint Raphael Parish 

offers Spiritual Direction to those who are 
going through a loss or transition in life, or 
who simply want to explore, deepen and 

broaden their relationship with God.  Our Pastoral Assis-
tant, Anna Wallich, trained in Spiritual Direction as part of 
her Th.M. in Pastoral Care, and meets with both men and 
women.  If you are interested in learning more about this 
ministry, please contact her at the parish office, 623-2604 
or spdirectionmin@gmail.com 

If you have a family member who is currently 

serving in the U.S. Armed Forces, please contact 

the parish office at 623.2604 so that we can in-

clude them in our bulletin. Please keep in your prayers: 
        

Kenneth Breuder 

Philip Breuder 

Corp. Noah Sarette 

5th Annual NH Young Adult Retreat! Live Differ-

ently ~ Following Christ with Saint Benedict 
Hosted by the Diocese of Manchester Young Adult Ministry 

Spiritual Leader: Father John Fortin, O.S.B. 

Friday, Sep. 5—Sunday, Sep. 7 at Camp Bernadette/ Lake 

Wentworth in Wolfeboro, NH 
This retreat weekend is open to all young adult Catholics (ages 

18-40ish). Registrations are due by Monday, August 25. To regis-

ter online, go to youngadult-2014.eventbrite.com. To download 

and print a registration form, visit www.catholicnh.org/yaretreat. 

The cost of the retreat weekend is $50 per person. This includes 

two nights stay in cabins, five meals, all talks and reflections, and 

a beautiful view of the lake! Hosted by the Diocese of Manches-

ter Young Adult Ministry. For more information, contact Sarah 

Jane von Haack 603.669.3100 or sjvonhaack@rcbm.org 

http://youngadult-2014.eventbrite.com
http://www.catholicnh.org/yaretreat
mailto:sjvonhaack@rcbm.org


                       

   Can you imagine meeting up with a Mexi-

can salamander, a leafy sea-dragon, a star-

nosed mole, a frill-necked lizard and a Mad-

agascar opossum-like creature? Well, after a 

week with them in Vacation Bible School 

(VBS) July 14-18, I can. Even better, each 

one of these “weird animals” helped me 

teach our youngsters some important lessons 

about the love God lavishes on us in Jesus 

Christ. 

   The theme this 

year for Saint 

Raphael’s annual 

VBS was “Weird 

Animals,” and by 

“weird,” we mean 

unique, wonderful, one-of-a-kind – kids 

experience the extraordinary love of Jesus! 

Every spring, when those in our religious 

education program begin talking about the 

theme to be used in VBS, Father Jerome, 

O.S.B., our pastor, likes to give us a hard 

time. One year, for example, when the 

theme was “Lava, Lava Island, Where the 

Love of Jesus Flows,” I recall Father asking 

me, “Has it occurred to you, Therese, that 

lava will incinerate you? I’m not sure I’d 

like to think of the love of Jesus as some-

thing quite so deadly!” 

   By the time VBS is finished for its week, 

however, Father is usually on board with 

theme – and sometimes is eager to find ways 

to make it come to life. One time, he man-

aged to procure a dragon costume or, maybe, 

it was an alligator or crocodile suit so that 

one of the older kids could wear it and keep 

everybody on his or her toes. 

   In any case, this year our VBS participants 

learned from Axl, the Mexican salamander, 

that God only put axolotis in one tiny part of 

the world!  That might make me feel left out 

of other salamander fun.  But I know that 

even when you feel left out, Jesus loves you! 

Meanwhile, Milton, the starry nosed mole, 

asked, “Did you notice that cool star on my 

nose? It helps me when I'm in the 

dark.  When life seems dark and hard to un-

derstand, I'm glad that Jesus love us! Fern, a  

leafy sea dragon, observed, “I look like sea-

weed. I'm very different from other sea crea-

tures. Even though you are different, Jesus 

loves you just the way you are!” Shred, the 

Madagascar mammal, told us his tenrec 

quills are sharp and can hurt. People don't 

have sharp quills, but they sometimes hurt 

each other.  The great news is that even 

though you do wrong, Jesus loves you. Iggy, 

the frilled lizard, told the youngsters that he 

looks pretty normal until he gets scared, 

“and then my frill freaks out! We all get 

scared sometimes, but remember--even 

when you are afraid, Jesus loves you!” 

   I’m not sure you’d find Mexican salaman-

ders and Madagascan mammals in either the 

Old or the New Testament. But these 

amusing, adorable little critters help attract 

our youngsters to the biblical Word, so that 

they may come to know the stories of faith 

ever more deeply. 

   Vacation Bible School began as a 

Protestant tradition for children. VBS is a 

relatively new concept for Catholic parishes, 

but Saint Raphael has been offering this fun, 

engaging and age appropriate summer event 

for the last 18 years. 

   At first, we were over the top with deco-

rating … building elaborate background 

scenes, painting the windows in each of our 

parish hall classrooms, setting scenes 

that included a covered wagon and hors-

es for our Avalanche Ranch theme 

park, treasure chests spilling with cos-

tume jewelry we collected from parish-

ioners for the Treasure Hunt theme, 

igloos for Polar Expedition and a boat 

made out of cardboard and a dock…(we 

were able to re-purpose the old covered 

wagon) for Crocodile Dock. 

   As we “slow down” just a bit, we realize  

that the real draw is the love, attention and 

enthusiasm between young participants and 

older students and even older volunteers 

who build community and new friendships 

among parishioners of all ages! 

   The general idea of VBS, we borrow from 

our fellow Christians, but over the years, we 

continue to improve and grow by including 

Catholic content, such as sacraments, saints 

and devotional practices. We still use Group 

Publishing, the originator of the program, 

but we purchase their starter kit from Our 

Sunday Visitor, which tweaks the program 

and offers their “Totally Catholic” version, 

complete with Scripture verses from a Cath-

olic version of the Bible, Catechism citations 

included in the course overview so we know 

which Catholic teachings the program sup-

ports and Catholic sacraments and teachings 

are integrated into the lessons. It also has an 

“imprimatur,” the formal approval of the 

Catholic Church! 

   If you attended last Sunday’s 9:30 a.m. 

Mass, you heard and watched many of the 

VBS children demonstrating hand motions 

and catchy tunes. When we sing, we pray 

twice. In 18 years of spending the hottest 

week of the summer, I find there is some-

thing inspiring and motivating  about see-

ing a roomful of children and teens pro-

claiming their love for Jesus through song. It 

gives me goose bumps and the songs play in 

my head for days afterwards.  © Therese Dame 

   From the Director of  Religious Education:  Therese Dame 

You look a little strange, you act a little odd … but God loves you just the same 

 July 27, 2014 
 

   Offertory Regular   $   2,953.00 

   Offertory Make-Up        $      586.00 

   Offertory Loose         $      528.25 

   Total:                      $   4,067.25 
 

   Stewardship                 $      275.00 

   Ascension of the Lord  $        25.00 

   Assumption of Mary     $        10.00
                     

   Food Pantry                 $      240.00 
             

 

Vacation 
season is 
in full 
bloom, 
and we 

are reminded that we should 
make time to attend Mass on Sat-
urday afternoons or evening or 
Sundays. Times for Masses and 
location of churches throughout 
the U.S. can be found on 

www.masstimes.org.                                              

Saint Raphael 
Food Pantry This 
past Monday, July 21, the 
Food Pantry served 36 

families and gave out 62 bags of gro-
ceries.  

 

New Summer 
Hours! Please note that 

the office will be closed on 
Fridays during the months 

of July and August. 


