
Solmenity of Christ the King Year A 

Hymnal #964 

Saturday, 22 November                            Saint Cecilia                                                   

3:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                          

4 pm … Charles Richard by Lionel and Lillian Coulon 

Sunday, 23 November               Solemnity of  Christ the King 

7:30 am … Marion Lefebvre (16th Anniv.) by Dottie DeCotis 

9:30 am …  Our Parish Family                                            

4:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                                             

Monday, 24 November                      Saint Andrew Dung-Lac 

12 pm … Mary C. Kenney (44th Anniv.) by Anne Kenney 

Tuesday, 25 November           Saint Catherine of Alexandria  

12 pm … Monique Chamberlain by a dear friend 

Wednesday, 26 November                                                                                               

11:30 am … Confession & Reconciliation                         

12 pm … Cecile D. Moore & Family by Roberta Banfield    

7  pm … Thanksgiving Vigil Mass 

Thursday, 27 November            

Happy Thanksgiving—No Mass at Saint 

Raphael; Mass will be at Saint Anselm Ab-

bey at 11 am.                                        

Friday, 28 November                                                            

5:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                 

6 pm … Robert Lapointe Sr., by Doris Lapointe 

Saturday, 29 November                                               

3:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                          

4 pm … Kay Houston by Margaret-Ann Moran 

Sunday, 30 November                         First Sunday of Advent 

7:30 am … Suzanne Tremblay by Lionel & Lillian Coulon 

9:30 am …  Luke Dambach (5th Anniv.) by Chris, Joe and 

Jack Dambach                                                                       

Worship Schedule  

 

Sanctuary candle The sanctuary candle burns 

this week for Mary C. Kenney by Anne Kenney. 

Sunday, 23 November                     

9:20 am … Children’s Religious Ed—Parish Hall     

10:30 am … Brunch—Parish Hall                         

10:45 am … Catholic Faith Explained—SBA Library                                                                       

 6—9 pm … Soup (6pm) and Movie Night (6:30pm)  

Monday, 24 November                                              

6—7:30 pm … Youth Ministry/Grades 6-8—Library 

7—8 pm Food Pantry                                                

Tuesday, 25 November                                          
6:30—8 pm … Youth Ministry/Grades 9-12  

 

Christ the King Brunch Sunday, 

Nov. 23, is the Solemnity of Christ the 
King. Following the 9:30 am Mass, 
which will include ‘the Procession of 
the Nations,’ we will have a brunch in 

the parish hall. Please join us for fellowship! 

Congratulations to Bob and Carmelle 

Larochelle who will be celebrating their 

60th wedding anniversary on Nov. 27. P. 

Jerome will bless their marriage at a 10 am 

Mass on Saturday, Nov. 29. All are invit-

ed to attend.  

Thanksgiving Vigil 

Mass Recognizing that 

most families travel on 

Thanksgiving morning or 

prepare to welcome family into their home, 

Saint Raphael will celebrate a Community 

Thanksgiving Mass on Wednesday, Nov. 26 

at 7 pm. As we give thanks to God for our 

many blessings, please bring food (boxed or 

canned goods) to Mass for the poor and needy 

in our community. Our Food Pantry helps any-

one living on the West Side with food, regard-

less of religious affiliation. In addition, we are 

experiencing an increase in clients. During this 

Month of the Holy Souls, we will commem-

orate parishioners and friends of Saint Raphael 

who have died during this past year, as well as 

all the dead among our families, friends and 

parishioners, by honoring them at our 

Thanksgiving Vigil Mass. Surely, they are 

among our choicest blessings — and we give 

thanks to God for their presence in our lives.  

Write on the Heart                
As Catholics, we are called to 

evangelize! Our parish blog pro-

vides the opportunity to evangelize through modern 

technology and opens a forum for dialogue about is-

sues of daily life and faith.  You are invited to visit, 

follow and comment on at                  

www.saint-raphaelsblog.com.  



                       

   When I came to Saint Raphael as pastor 

in 2002, I remember walking through the 

church with Eileen Smith, then our direc-

tor of adult religious education, and asking 

why the figure of Mary above the altar had 

wings. I’d never seen an image of the 

Blessed Mother quite like that. 

   She just stopped, looked at me, then, 

with just a hint of horror in her voice, de-

clared, “But, Father Jerome, that’s not Our 

Lady, that’s Saint Raphael. You know, 

Saint Raphael, here, the church we’re in, 

the angel, our patron!” 

   Immediately, my eyes were opened – 

and I saw what was, in fact, obvious to 

anyone who looked. Somehow, I got it into 

my head that Mary was depicted in the 

window. It’s true when psychologists tell 

us that if we expect to see object A, we 

often see object A despite visual stimuli to 

the contrary. I felt a little foolish, but that 

was the end of the issue, until, of course, I 

decided to ask about the other large win-

dow in the church, the window that over-

looks the nave from high in the choir area. 

   Various reports I had from Saint Raphael 

old-timers were generally consistent and 

built up a lovely description of the win-

dow’s elements. Considering them this 

weekend is, perhaps, long overdue – but 

entirely appropriate as we celebrate the 

Solemnity of Christ the King. 

   Saint Raphael, which will celebrate the 

50th anniversary of the dedication of its 

“new” church next year, only has two 

stained glass windows – a sign of the ex-

pense of these beautiful features of Catho-

lic church construction. The gold, brown 

and yellow shades of most of our win-

dows, however, do a captivating job of 

gilding the church in the sunlight. In 

truth, this parish has four stained glass 

windows, but two came to us a few years 

ago upon the sad closing of Saint Patrick 

Parish, Manchester, when we obtained and 

restored windows realistically depicting 

Saint Patrick and Saint Bridget. Those 

two windows, beautifully encased in oak 

cabinets with internal lighting, stand guard 

on either side of the altar in the sanctuary. 

   Our original stained glass windows, blaz-

ing forth from the eastern and western 

walls, depict “our” archangel, the patron 

also of the sick, blind, travelers, youth and 

young lovers. Raphael, whose Hebrew 

name means “the healing of God,” has his 

story told in the biblical Book of Tobit, 

where he is assigned by God to accompany 

the young Tobiah on his long journey 

across the desert to recover the family for-

tune, find a bride and return home. After 

his adventures, which include the discov-

ery of a wife, Sarah, the archangel, who 

has taken on the form of a young man, 

leads Tobiah back home to the lad’s father 

Tobit. Raphael heals the old man with oil 

from a fish caught en route. The biblical 

story is engaging and 

highly symbolic. 

   The window in the 

west wall, above our 

organist and choir 

members, likewise is a 

rich array of symbols. 

Few overt symbols are 

visible, but the ones 

that do appear encapsu-

late the gospel of the 

Crucified and Risen 

Christ. At the center is a 

large Chi Rho, the 

symbol that most Eng-

lish speakers identify as P and X or P and 

T superimposed on each other. This sym-

bol comes from the first two letters of 

Christ’s name in Greek, Christos. 

   That name, of course, is neither the 

Lord’s given name (Yeshua or Jesus) or 

his surname. “Christ” really is a title, 

derived from the Hebrew word “Messiah,” 

which means “anointed one.” One who is 

anointed in biblical terms is chosen by God 

for a great and noble purpose. Moses and 

David received anointing to commission 

them to lead Israel, the Chosen People, 

into freedom and their own kingdom. 

   Resting above the Chi Rho, a crown 

signifies that this Jesus of Nazareth, the 

Christ, is indeed King of kings and Lord of 

lords. In Psalm 89, as well as in 2 Samuel 

7:13, God promises King David  that one 

of his descendents will sit on his throne 

and rule the children of Israel. In Psalm 

72:12-14, the relationship between the 

king and the savior is clear: “For he will 

deliver the needy who cry out, the afflicted 

who have no one to help. He will take pity 

on the weak and the needy, and save the 

needy from death. He will rescue them 

from oppression and violence, for precious 

is their blood in his sight.” 

   In 1925, Pope Pius XI, shocked by the 

rise of fascism, totalitarianism, com-

munism, modernism, nationalism, milita-

rism and even the seeds of a secularizing 

capitalism, established the Solemnity of 

Christ the King to remind the world, and 

the Church in particular, that our hope is in 

the hands of a force entirely beyond the 

ephemeral power of this world. The truth 

of Pius XI’s vision is as necessary as ever 

in our world. 

   Above the crown, two other important 

symbols can be identified. One is a hand  

descending from the heavens. This “manu 

Dei,” or “hand of God,” is a classic image 

from Christian iconogra-

phy to depict the provi-

dence and power of the 

Eternal Father, who 

indicated his approval of 

his divine Son with 

words spoken from a 

cloud at the Baptism of 

Jesus in the River Jordan 

and at the Transfigura-

tion atop Mount Tabor, 

when the voice declared, 

“This is my beloved Son 

in whom I am well-

pleased. Listen to him!” 

Immediately to the right of the hand the 

head and wings of a dove can be seen. 

This traditional symbol of the Holy Spirit 

completes the Trinitarian presence in the 

window, and reminds us that salvation is 

the work of all the Persons in the Godhead. 

   Another important element of the west 

window is the large letter M in blue glass, 

which represents Mary, the holy mother 

of God. The position of the M suggests 

Mary lifts up Christ to the world, much as 

artists frequently show the Madonna and 

Child. Christ’s very appearance in this 

world, the Word made Flesh, occurs be-

cause of Mary’s “fiat,” her declaration to 

the Archangel Gabriel, “Be it done unto 

me according to thy word.” 

   The west window also includes a symbol 

unusual to most American Catholics. It is 

the figure of a ram’s horn. For millennia, 

Jewish custom has sounded the shofar, 

made of a ram’s horn, to symbolize the 

presence of the holy, the demands of 

sacrifice and the call to mercy. For 

Christians, the sacrifice of Jesus on the 

Cross, which the Chi Rho resembles, ful-

fills all that the shofar’s call represents – 

the fullest expression of divine love. 

   So often, the demands on our time 

prompt us to walk by some beautiful signs 

and symbols of our Catholic faith with 

hardly a thought. Perhaps this week, or 

sometime soon, we might look up at the 

window in choir loft and contemplate the 

message it sends us. 
                          © Rev. Jerome Joseph Day, O.S.B. 

   From the Pastor: Father Jerome Joseph Day, O.S.B. 

Rich array of  meaning shines out from Christ the King window at Saint Raphael 



 

      

 November 16, 2014 
 

          Offertory Regular          $  3,286.00 

         Offertory Make-Up         $     296.00 

         Offertory Loose          $     851.95 

         Offertory Online Giving            $       95.00 

         Total:           $  4,528.95 
 

         Stewardship          $     188.00 

         Stewardship Online Giving     $       60.00 

 All Saints Day                      $       50.00 

         Food Pantry          $     750.00 
                     

November 23, 2014 

Saint Raphael Food Pantry This past Mon-
day, November 17, the Food Pantry 
served 37 adults, 25 children, and gave 
out 36 bags of groceries. We need cere-
al, canned fruit, canned vegetables, 
and brown paper and plastic shopping 

bags. Also, gently used blankets, any size, would be 
appreciated! Thank you! 

Readings for the week of November 16, 2014 

Monday: Rv 1:1-4; 2:1-5; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 18:35-43 

Tuesday: Rv 3:1-6, 14-22; Ps 15:2-5; Lk 19:1-10, or, (for the 

memorial of the Dedication) Acts 28:11-16, 30-31; Ps 98:1-6; 

Mt 14:22-33 

Wednesday: Rv 4:1-11; Ps 150:1b-6; Lk 19:11-28 

Thursday: Rv 5:1-10; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b; Lk 19:41-44 

Friday: Rv 10:8-11; Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131; Lk 

19:45-48 

If you have a family member who is currently 

serving in any branch of the Armed Forces, 

please contact the parish office at 623-2604 

so that we can include them in our bulletin. 

Please keep in your prayers:     

                     

 Danielle Wells 

                 Kenneth Breuder 

                    Philip Breuder 

Our parish has raised $19,100 of 

SRP’s goal of $30,000 towards Cath-

olic Charities. Thanks to a generous 
friend who will match each new contribution in 

Oct. and Nov. up to our goal, we are extending 

the drive through November. Please help us 

reach our goal! Thank you! 

We have now imple-

mented the online giv-

ing option for your 

convenience. You can 

access the link via our website, www.saint-raphael-

parish.com and follow the steps to register for auto-

matic payments or just a one time donation. Have 

questions? Call the rectory at 623.2604 and we will be 

happy to answer any questions you may have. Lami-

nated cards are located on the table at the back of 

the church for you to drop into the collection bas-

ket during the offertory collections.  

Please pray for parishioner 

Lucille M. Kelley who 

died Oct. 30, and whose 

funeral Mass was celebrated on November 23 by P. 

Jerome, O.S.B., pastor. Please keep her and her family in 

your prayers. 

Treasures of Our Hearts 
Please join us as we prepare for the Advent sea-

son through reflection, prayer and fellowship. 

Our annual Women’s Advent Retreat will be 

Saturday, Dec. 6 from 9 am to 3:30 pm at 

Joseph House (279 Cartier Street).  Just as 

Mary, the Blessed Mother of our Lord, treasured things in her 

heart, so too do we treasure things in our hearts.  God meets us 

through the old and the new as we look forward to the time 

when Christ was born into our world. A donation of $15 is re-

quested to cover the cost of hospitality and lunch. Please call 

the parish office at 623.2604 or email Kerri at secretary@saint

-raphael-parish.com if you plan to attend. All are welcome—

bring a friend! 

REMEMBERING OUR 

BELOVED DEAD   The 

Parish Book of Remembrance 

is available in the chapel un-

derneath the statue of Saint 

Joseph, patron of a happy death, during this 

month. Please feel free to enter the names of your 

recently deceased loved ones and friends whom you 

would like to have remembered in prayer. If you 

have entered a name already, you do not need to 

re-enter it. 



Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 

SAINT RAPHAEL FILM FESTIVAL—The Poppies Still Bloom: Commemorating 

World War I.  This four-part movie series will commemorate the 100th anniversary of the Great 
War, the war that was to end all wars.  The movies are shown on Sundays after the 5 pm 
Mass at 6:30pm, with a light soup supper following Mass around 6 pm.          

                                                                                                          

This week, our second film in the 4-week series, we will be showing Grand Illusion, Jean Renoir’s 1937 classic film about 
two French soldiers who plot to break out of a German prisoner of war camp. The upper-class captain and working-class pilot 
must learn to overcome their preconceptions about class differences. The film is in French, with English subtitles and narration. 

DON’T BE ALONE THIS 
THANKSGIVING! 

Don’t be alone! Come and share in a 
community Thanksgiving Dinner! All are welcome! A 
wonderful, traditional Thanksgiving Dinner prepared 
by the parishioners of Blessed Sacrament is served in 
our Church Hall, 14 Elm Street, Manchester, between 
12 and 2pm on Thursday, Nov. 27. There is no cost 
for the dinner; however, we do request that you 
RSVP by Nov. 25th to Blessed Sacrament at 

603.622.5445.  The hall is handicapped accessible. 

JOIN US FOR THANSKGIVING DINNER!  
Saint Lawrence Parish, 51 Main Street, Goffstown, 

will be serving complimentary 

Thanksgiving dinners Thursday, 

Nov. 27, 2014, between 12 and 

2 pm. If you would like to attend, 

please contact Lionel Coulon at 

603.668.1039 to reserve a ticket.  

Mary of the Nazareth the Movie Are you looking for a 

way to celebrate the advent season that will bring you peace and 
joy, then come to a viewing of the movie “Mary of Nazareth”.  We 
are happy to announce that this wonderful movie will be shown two 
times in the St. Joseph school auditorium, 40 Main Street, Salem 
NH on Sunday Dec. 7th at 6:30 pm and again on Sunday Dec. 
14th at 12:30 pm.  Tickets- sold at the door- will be $10 per person, 
$25 max per family.  You won’t be sorry you did. For more info or 
call 603.893.8661. 

Every year, Trinity High School puts 
on a Breakfast with Santa for chil-
dren in the area. Along with break-
fast and pictures with Santa and 
Mrs. Claus, they provide arts and 

crafts and Christmas cookie decorating for the kids. 
This year Breakfast with Santa will be on Saturday, 
Dec. 13 from 8:00 - 11:00am in the cafeteria at 
Trinity. (581 Bridge Street Manchester, NH.) This 
event is free of charge, donations to student council 
are gladly accepted.  

The Bedford Youth Performing 

Company, at The Derryfield 

School Theatre, 2108 River Road, 

Manchester, presents The Best 

Christmas Pageant Ever, based 

on the book written by Barbara 

Robinson. Reserved seats (group seating available) - 

$12.50 for adults, $10.50 for students and seniors. Please 

call 603.472.3894 to reserve your tickets. Shows are 

Friday, Dec. 5 at 7pm and Saturday, Dec. 6 at 1pm. 

More info can be found at www.bypc.org.  

Please join the parish Book Discussion Group in reading Light Upon Light: A Literary Guide to 

Prayer for Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany.  A combination of literary anthology and prayer guide, 

the book shows us a wide range of beautiful poetry and prose as it encourages us to pray and to read 

Scripture as we prepare for the miracles of the Christmas season. Each section of the book contains 

an opening and closing prayer, readings from the Old and New Testaments, and literary selections, as well as an in-

vitation to personal prayer and reflection.  The book group will meet on Thursday, Jan. 12, 2015, at 7:00pm in the 

church classroom.  Books are available at the parish office for $16.00.  

First time visitor? Welcome! There 

are cards in the pews for you to fill 

out with your contact information 

should you want to register. We’d 

love to have you! Cards may be placed in the collec-

tion basket during Mass. 


