
Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph Year B 

Hymnal #782 

Saturday, 27 December     Saint John, Apostle and Evangelist                                       

3:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                             

4 pm … Our Parish Family  

Sunday, 28 December     Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 

7:30 am … Rita DeCotis (15th Anniv.) by Dottie DeCotis 

9:30 am …  Laurent Cote (6th Anniv.) by Jeannine Cote        

4:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                                            

5 pm … Romain & Louise Marcoux by Diane Gallant 

Monday, 29 December                             Saint Thomas Becket                                                                                                     

12 pm … Edith B. Clark (living) by Anne Clark 

Tuesday, 30 December                                       

12 pm … Dr. Robert Allard by his mother 

Wednesday, 31 December                                                                       

6 pm … Solemnity of Mary Vigil Mass 

Thursday, 1 January   Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God                                                      

~PARISH OFFICE CLOSED~HAPPY NEW YEAR, 2015                                                

10 am … Solemnity of Mary Mass                             

Friday, 2 January    Sts. Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen  

5:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                    

6 pm … Charles Richard by Cecile Adams 

Saturday, 3 January                                                               

3:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                             

4 pm … Our Parish Family  

Sunday, 4 January                             The Epiphany of the Lord 

7:30 am … Agnes Smet (38th Anniv.) by Cynthia Hobbs 

9:30 am …  Irene Goudreault by George & Linda D’Orazio 

4:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                                            

5 pm … Romain & Louise Marcoux by Diane Gallant 

Worship Schedule  

 

Sanctuary candle The sanctuary candle burns this 

week for Fr. Robert Couto, late pastor of Saint Jude 

Parish, Londonderry, by Kerri Stanley. 

 

Poinsettias in memory of 

loved ones    Thank you to everyone who 

donated a poinsettia in memory of loved ones. 

The list of donors and intentions is posted on the 

bulletin board in the nook. The following are additional donations: 

In memory of Miles Allerdice, Mr. & Mrs. Edward Earnshaw, 

Mrs. Carol Collett, Mrs. Adelaide Hoffman, and Mr. and Mrs. 

Roy McNamera by Doris Allerdice                                   
                                                                                                                       

Merry Christmas by Jonathan Bill           
                                                              

In memory of Christian and Lorraine de Bellerive by Ann 

Chalifour                           
                                                           

In memory of Germiane Provencher  and in honor of Lor-

raine Charest by Lorraine Charest           

                        In 

memory of Rita & Don DeCotis by Dottie DeCotis  
                                                                                                                                                                                                       

In honor of the Linehan & Othot families by Maureen 

Linehan-Othot & Family           
                                                                                             

In memory of Maryan Renshaw by Robert McGrail          
                                                                 

In memory of Yvett Duhamel by Susan McGrail          
                                                          

In memory of the deceased members of the Carreau and 

Monnelly families by Rita Monnelly                 
                       

In memory of Josephine  Joyce by Pat Morrissey  
                                                                                                                                                                                    

In memory of members of the Patrick Murphy and William J. 

Holleran families by Bob and Gloria Murphy          
                                                                

In memory of the deceased members of the Buckley and 

 

Thank you! We are very grateful to the individuals who 

assisted in decorating of our beautiful church last Sunday. 

Kudos to Arlene Ackerson, Diane Bolton, Ray Clement, 

Connor, Danielle, and Gabrielle Fitzgerald, Stu and Denise 

Harnden, Leona Kerouac, GaetanMarie Lacourse, Esther 

Leclerc, Caresse and Sydney Mailloux, Kevin and Mat-

thew McCormick, Irene and Claude Morin, Don Provencher, Karen 

Robichaud and Irene Tullgren. Apologies if you helped too and your 

name isn’t mentioned! Please let the Parish Office know.  

Solemnity of Mary We 

will celebrate the Solemnity of  

Mary, Mother of God, at a Vigil 

Mass on Wednesday, Dec. 31, New 

Year’s Eve, at 6 pm, and at Mass 

on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2015, New 

Year’s Day, at 10 am. Names of 

parishioners who died in 2014 and whose 

funeral Masses were celebrated at Saint 

Raphael, as well as friends of the parish will 

be announced. 

The Pastor’s Reception for volunteers and those 

serving in ministry or in a volunteer role at Saint Rapha-

el Parish will be Sunday, Jan. 4, 2015 from 1—4 pm 

at the rectory. If you volunteer or are in a ministry and 

have not received an invitation, please call the office at 623.2604. Thank 

you!  

Sincere Thanks Our pastor, P. 

Jerome, O.S.B., thanks all those mem-

bers of the Saint Raphael community and 

friends who remembered him at Christ-

mas with Masses, prayers, cards, visits, 

baked goods, gifts and other forms of 

kindness. May the Lord bless you and 

your loved ones abundantly during this 

beautiful Christmas season and throughout the 

New Year of 2015! Thank you again! 



                       

   “The people who walked in 

darkness have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep 

darkness, on them has light 

shined.” (Is 9:1) “An angel of the 

Lord appeared to [the shepherds] 

and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them.” (Lk 2:9) 

   This is how the liturgy of this holy Christ-

mas night presents the birth of the Savior: as 

the light which pierces and dispels the deep-

est darkness. The presence of the Lord in the 

midst of his people cancels the sorrow of de-

feat and the misery of slavery, and ushers in 

joy and happiness. 

   We too, in this blessed night, have come to 

the house of God. We have passed through the 

darkness which envelopes the earth, guided by 

the flame of faith which illuminates our steps, 

and enlivened by the hope of finding the 

“great light.” By opening our hearts, we also 

can contemplate the miracle of that child-sun 

who, arising from on high, illuminates the 

horizon. 

   Let us think back to 

that dark moment 

when the first crime 

of humanity was 

committed, when the 

hand of Cain, blinded 

by envy, killed his 

brother Abel (cf. Gen 

4:8). As a result, the 

unfolding of the centuries has been marked by 

violence, wars, hatred and oppression. But 

God, who placed a sense of expectation within 

man made in his image and likeness, was 

waiting. God was waiting. He waited for so 

long that perhaps at a certain point it seemed 

he should have given up. But he could not 

give up because he could not deny himself (cf. 

2 Tim 2:13). Therefore he continued to wait 

patiently in the face of the corruption of man 

and peoples. The patience of God. How diffi-

cult it is to comprehend this: God’s patience 

towards us. Through the course of history, the 

light that shatters the darkness reveals to us 

that God is Father, his patient fidelity is 

stronger than darkness and corruption. This is 

the message of Christmas night. God does not 

know outbursts of anger or 

impatience; he is always 

there, like the father in the 

parable of the prodigal 
son, waiting to catch from 

afar a glimpse of the lost 

son as he returns; and eve-

ry day, with patience. The 

patience of God. 

   Isaiah’s prophecy an-

nounces the rising of a 

great light which breaks 

through the night. This 

light is born in Bethlehem and is welcomed 

by the loving arms of Mary, by the love of 

Joseph, by the wonder of the shepherds. When 

the angels announced the birth of the Redeem-

er to the shepherds, they did so with these 

words: “This will be a sign 

for you: you will find a 

baby wrapped in swaddling 

clothes and lying in a man-

ger” (Lk 2:12). The “sign” 

is in fact the humility of 

God, the humility of God 

taken to the extreme; it is 

the love with which, that 

night, he assumed our frail-

ty, our suffering, our anxieties, our desires and 

our limitations. The message that everyone 

was expecting, that everyone was searching 

for in the depths of their souls, was none other 

than the tenderness of God: God who looks 

upon us with eyes full of love, who accepts 

our poverty, God who is in love with our 

smallness. 

   On this holy night, while we contemplate 

the Infant Jesus just born and placed in the 

manger, we are invited to reflect. How do we 

welcome the tenderness of God? Do I allow 

myself to be taken up by God, to be embraced 

by him, or do I prevent him from drawing 

close? “But I am searching for the Lord” – we 

could respond. Nevertheless, what is most 

important is not seeking him, but rather allow-

ing him to seek me, find me and 
caress me with tenderness. The 

question put to us simply by the 

Infant’s presence is: do I allow God 

to love me? 

More so, do we have the courage to 

welcome with tenderness the diffi-

culties and problems of those who 

are near to us, or do we prefer im-

personal solutions, perhaps effec-

tive but devoid of the warmth of the 

Gospel? How much the world 

needs tenderness today! The pa-

tience of God, closeness of God, tenderness of 

God. 

   The Christian response cannot be different 

from God’s response to our smallness. Life 

must be met with goodness, with meekness. 

When we realize that God is in love with our 

smallness, that he made himself small in or-

der to better encounter us, we cannot help but 

open our hearts to him, and beseech him: 

“Lord, help me to be like you, give me the 

grace of tenderness in the most difficult cir-

cumstances of life, give me the grace of close-

ness in the face of every need, of meekness in 

every conflict.” 

   Dear brothers and sisters, on this holy night 

we contemplate the Nativity scene: there “the 

people who walked in darkness have seen a 

great light.” (Is 9:1) People who were unas-

suming, people open to receiving the gift of 
God, were the ones who saw this light. This 

light was not seen, however, by the arrogant, 

the proud, by those who made laws according 

to their own personal measures, who were 

closed off to others. Let us look to the crib 

and pray, asking the Blessed Mother: “O 

Mary, show us Jesus!” 

Homily from Midnight Mass, 25 Dec. 2014. 

   From the Holy Father: Pope Francis 

 Christmas season invites us to recognize God’s love for our smallness 

 

December 21, 2014 
 

Offertory Regular       $  4,287.00 

Offertory Make-Up            444.00 

Offertory Loose          1,262.40 

Offertory Online Giving               110.00 

Total:       $  6,103.40 
 

Poor Box Offertories     $     114.00 

Stewardship      $     421.00 

All Saints Day      $         2.00  

Immaculate Conception         $         2.00 
        

Food Pantry      $  1,050.00 
                     

Readings for the week of December 28, 2014 

Monday: 1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-3, 5b-6; Lk 2:22-35 

Tuesday: 1 Jn 2:12-17; Ps 96:7-10; Lk 2:36-40 

Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:18-21; Ps 96:1-2, 11-13; Jn 1:1-18 

Thursday: Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 

2:16-21 

Friday: 1 Jn 2:22-28; Ps 98:1-4; Jn 1:19-28 

Saturday: 1 Jn 2:29 — 3:6; Ps 98:1, 3cd-6; Jn 1:29-34 

Sunday: Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; 

Mt 2:1-12  

If you have a 

family member 

who is current-

ly serving in 

any branch of 

the Armed Forces, please 

contact the parish office 

at 623-2604 so that we 

can include them in our 

bulletin. Please keep in 

your prayers:     
                                                                                                                          

Danielle Wells 

Kenneth Breuder 

Philip Breuder 

Saint Raphael Food Pantry 
This past Monday, December 22, the 
Food Pantry served 22 families, and 
gave out 34 bags of groceries.   


