
VI Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B 

Hymnal #881 

Saturday, 14 February                    Saints Cyril and Methodius                                                   

3:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                             

4 pm … Elmer Soderberg (6th Anniv.) by Jaye Soderberg 

Sunday, 15 February                      VI Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:30 am … Cecile D. Moore by a friend 

9:30 am …  Henry & Mable Wallich by Anna Wallich         

4:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                                            

5 pm … Our  Par ish Family 

Monday, 16 February                                          President’s Day                  

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED                                                                  

9 am … Lucille M. Kelley by Margaret-Ann Moran 

Tuesday, 17 February                Shrove Tuesday—Mardi Gras                                    

12 pm … Mass 

Wednesday, 18 February                            Ash Wednesday 

11:30 am … Confession & Reconciliation                  

12 pm … Students and Faculty of Saint Benedict Academy        

6:30 pm … Our  Par ish Family 

Thursday, 19 February                                                          

8:30 am … Poor souls in purgatory by the Pereira Family   

Friday, 20 February                                                                   

5:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                     

6 pm … Mass 

Saturday, 21 February                                Saint Peter Damian      

3:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                             

4 pm … Charles Richard by Simone Richard 

Sunday, 22 February                                         I Sunday of Lent 

7:30 am … Richard Foley by Connie Raymond 

9:30 am …  Our  Par ish Family                                               

4:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                                            

5 pm … Elmer Soderberg by Jaye Soderberg 

Worship Schedule  

 

Sanctuary candle The sanctuary candle burns this 

week for Kayla Mueller. 
 

 

Sunday, 15 February                     

9:20 am … Children’s Religious Ed—Parish Hall     

10:30 am … Coffee and Doughnuts—Parish Hall                         
10:45 am … Children’s Choir—SBA Library  

Monday, 16 February                                                

6—7:30 pm … Youth Ministry/Grades 6-8                             

7—8 pm … Food Pantry                                      

7 pm … Par ish Council Meeting—Pastor’s Clsrm    

Tuesday, 17 February                                                 
12:30 pm … Par ish Nurse—Church Conf Room       

1  pm … Lenten Bible Study—Parish Hall Clsrm 

6:30—8 pm … Youth Ministry/Grades 9-12     

Thursday, 19 February                                                
7 pm … Book Discussion Group—Church Conf Room                                    

Roots/Routes of Faith! Following in the 
Footsteps of Saint Paul—Saint Raphael is 

planning a 2015 pilgrimage to Greece and Tur-

key. The trip looks likely to run Oct. 7-18, and 
will likely include three nights at sea as we 

cruise key Greek isles in the Aegean! Interested? Mark your 

calendar, and watch for a full itinerary later this month. 

Saint Patrick’s Dinner Our annual Saint 
Patrick’s Dinner will be Saturday, March 7 
at 5 pm. To purchase tickets ($15 each), 
please call Joanie Bissonnette at 
603.494.3941. If you would like to donate, 

items or funds, towards the event for the raffle prizes, 
please drop them off at the rectory M-F between 9 am 

Parish Pastoral Council 
openings… The results of 

the votes cast last weekend for 

two slots on the council are as 

follow: Joanne Block, 23; Anne 
Kenney, 43; Susan Lang, 10;   

Connie Richard, 16; Ronnie Schlender, 41; and Patrick 
Smith, 79, thus putting Pat and Anne on top for a 

three-year term each. Congratulations! Many thanks to 

all the candidates for their generosity in offering to 
serve Saint Raphael Parish in this important capacity! 

We hope you will consider running again. The Parish 
Pastoral Council will meet Monday, Feb. 16, at 7 pm 

in the Parish Hall classroom.  

Winter Weather Policy If the 

Manchester Public Schools are closed due to 

weather, all parish facilities and events are can-

celed — unless otherwise stipulated. Check 

WMUR-TV and our Facebook Page if in question. 

The book group will meet on Thurs-

day, Feb. 19, at 7 pm in the church 

conference room to discuss Theodore 

Dreiser's Sister Carrie. Published in 

1900 amid great controversy, the novel offers a gritty 

portrait of a young woman swept up in and undone by 

greed and the desire for success.  Please join us!  

Please pray for Marion 
J. (Ryan) Fisher who was 
called home to the Lord 

on Feb. 7 and whose funeral Mass was celebrated 
by P. Jerome, O.S.B., pastor, last week.  



                       

   During this season, two things seem to 

occupy our thinking: snowflakes – millions 

of them, and hearts. For  Benedictine 

monks, while the heart certainly is important 

physiologically, emotionally and spiritually, 

a column like this one is best confined to the 

snowflakes. 

   In what has been one of the snowiest win-

ters in a long while, many of us find our-

selves with sore backs, arms and elbows 

from all the sidewalk and driveway shovel-

ing and all the automobile brushing. Or we 

react badly when people tell us how warm 

and sunny it was in Arizona or Florida. Or 

we simply find ourselves flummoxed when 

seeking a place to put any more snow. 

   I make these observations, because I too 

have been shoveling, though Saint Raphael 

contracts to have our spaces plowed and 

shoveled. I too turned slightly homicidal 

when Jane Daly, who volunteers in the of-

fice each week, arrived Friday to tell us 

about her week in the Southwest. Any acting 

out in this regard would be a pity, because I 

happen to think the world of Jane. Oh, and 

I’m running out of suggestions for “Plow 

Guy” to follow in dumping snow. I’ve not 

suggested, yet, the Protestant church up the 

street, and I pray it won’t come to that. 

Scripture tells us that everything the Lord 

God made is for his glory – and, in one way 

or another, for the good of mankind. The 

problem lies with sinful and frail men and 

women. We misuse the gifts we are given. 

Our attitudes toward the world around us 

are, so often, dismissive and exploitive. 

   In the Book of the Prophet Daniel, chapter 

3, we discover the divine call: “Frost and 

chill, bless the Lord; praise and exalt him 

above all forever. Ice and snow, bless the 

Lord, wind and rain, bless the Lord; praise 

and exalt him above all forever.” (69-70) 

This lengthy passage magnificently cata-

logues the features of Mother Earth, all the 

natural realities of land, sea and sky – and 

calls upon all of them to acknowledge the 

power and goodness of God, to praise his 

holy Name. That same call is a summons 

to us, as believers, to recognize that the sun, 

dew, rain, trees, mountains, stars, animals, 

fish and oceans share in the created order. In 

other words, we have a responsibility to 

recognize they are gifts to us and we are 

meant to steward them for the good of all. 

   During these past couple of weeks, as 

snow keeps falling – and keeps cutting into 

the Sunday collections! – I’ve been con-

scious of ways that the white stuff blesses, 

teaches, inspires and humbles us either  

directly or indirectly. We all know that snow 

and ice can prove dangerous, even deadly, 

especially when we are foolish or careless – 

and sometimes even when we try to do the 

right thing. But is there a benign face to 

snow? Let’s see … 

   Snow is a reminder of God’s beauty. As 

it gently covers the meadows, the rooftops 

and the mountains, we are blanketed in a 

pristine beauty. Snow’s crystalline form 

sparkles in the sunlight and bewitches us in 

the moonlight. We are embraced by nature’s 

beauty all the time, but snow has a way of 

catching our attention and making us notice. 

   Snow serves as a symbol of how God 

covers up our offenses and makes us clean 

and fresh. In the famous Miserere Psalm, 

Psalm 51, we are reminded of how God 

seeks our sorrow for sin, and in the face of 

that contrition, he covers up our offenses, 

then almost secretly works to renew and 

refresh us in love. The human transfor-

mation that results in the face of divine love 

and forgiveness makes of us a new version 

of our best self. 

   Snow can teach us caution, care and 

respect. As any good dr iver  knows, snow 

demands that we slow down and use good 

sense. That’s a lesson that would profit any-

one coping with our fast-paced, high-tech 

world. The person is always more important 

than the function. We need to treat each 

other gently and respectfully. Only a half-

wit comes barreling around a massive snow 

bank at full tilt. A sensible driver inches out, 

checking both ways, then proceeds with 

caution. Wouldn’t the world be a better 

place if we did that with each other? 

   Snow can be a defense. As a kid grow-

ing up in the Berkshires, I loved the huge 

snow embankments made by the North Ad-

ams plows. (I have to admit that I’ve been 

known to race up the embankments here at 

Saint Raphael with the youngsters from 

Saint Benedict on occasion!) Because our 

house was at the end of Rich Street, the best 

embankments were to be found in the back-

yard and around the fire hydrant in the front. 

What magnificent snow fortresses we could 

make to defend the realm if Jeff Benoit and 

his gang from up the street ever decided to 

attack! In the same way, we should remem-

ber that we have to safeguard our faith, 

treasure the gifts and talents we have been 

given and strive to develop virtue even more 

seriously than we raced to make snowballs. 

   Snow might be understood as a source 

of life. We often forget that snow is fro-

zen, crystalline water – and Mother Earth 

desperately needs water to refresh herself. 

So many parts of the world are dry, arid, 

inhospitable. The snows of New England 

saturate our fields and forests with moisture 

that helps keep our part of the country fresh 

all year long. As Catholics, we believe that 

the water of life is found in the waters of 

Baptism and the many ways divine mercy 

comes to us. Having received so much from 

God, we become channels of divine grace, 

mercy and peace for others. 

   Closely related to the idea of snow as a 

source of life is the notion that snow can 

be an occasion for love – an appropriate 

thought, I suppose, on Saint Valentine’s Day 

weekend. How many loving relationships 

and friendships have begun with a tossed 

snowball, the need for a cup of hot chocolate 

or a tight hug on the back of a rickety old 

sled or toboggan? 

   Kerri Stanley, the par ish secretary, was 

telling me that she got stuck in a snow bank 

on her way home the other night. She had 

swerved to avoid a stopped car, but slid on 

some ice. Happily, the snow bank, acting as 

a defense, stopped her in her tracks, but re-

quired her to dig out. She called for a tow 

truck and waited as it grew darker. After 

nearly an hour, two young men with shovels 

showed up, asked her if she needed some 

help. Kerri said she was waiting for the tow 

truck, and they responded that they’d be 

happy to help shovel her out of the embank-

ment. 

   In short order, these jovial, clean-cut lads 

had her free, they were thanked, the truck 

was canceled and Kerri was on her way 

home. She mentioned that they had name-

tags on their coats: Elder Christensen and 

Elder Perry. Quite often, snow can be an 

occasion of Christ-like love – charity! 
                     © Rev. Jerome Joseph Day, O.S.B. 

   From the Pastor: Fr. Jerome Joseph Day, O.S.B. 

 Snow provides a lot more than sore backs; it can help us build the Kingdom! 



 

      

February 8, 2014 
 

          Offertory Regular          $  2,800.00 

         Offertory Make-Up                323.00 

         Offertory Loose                 582.70 

         Offertory Online Giving                   235.00 

         Total:           $  3,940.70 
 

         Stewardship           $  1,772.00 
 

              

 Food Pantry           $  2,100.00 
                     

                Thank you for your generosity! 

February 15, 2015 

Saint Raphael Food Pantry 
This past Monday, February 9, the 
Food Pantry served 16 families and 
gave out 24 bags of groceries. Be 
sure to LIKE us on our new Face-
book Page—Saint Raphael Food 

Pantry / Hope Chest to get news and updates! 

Readings for the week of February 15, 2015 

Monday: Gn 4:1-15, 25; Ps 50:1, 8, 16bc-17, 20-21; Mk 8:11-

13 

Tuesday: Gn 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10; Ps 29:1a, 2, 3ac-4, 3b, 9c-10; 

Mk 8:14-21 

Wednesday: J l 2:12-18; Ps 51:3-6ab, 12-14, 17; 2 Cor 5:20 — 

6:2; Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 

Thursday: Dt 30:15-20; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 9:22-25 

Friday: Is 58:1-9a; Ps 51:3-6ab, 18-19; Mt 9:14-15 

Saturday: Is 58:9b-14; Ps 86:1-6; Lk 5:27-32 

Sunday: Gn 9:8-15; Ps 25:4-9; 1 Pt 3:18-22; Mk 1:12-15  

We are still looking to increase our group of altar 

servers especially for the 4 pm Saturday Vigil, 

7:30 am, and 5 pm Sunday Masses. Typically, 

candidates are considered as soon as they reach 

third grade and have made their First Commun-

ion. If you are interested in training to be a 

server, please contact Kerri Stanley in the rec-

tory at 623.2604 in order to set up a training 

session.  

Saint Raphael has implemented 

the online giving option for 

your convenience. You can 

access the link via our website, 

www.saint-raphael-parish.com and follow the steps to regis-

ter for automatic payments or just a one time donation. Have 

questions? Call the rectory at 623.2604 and we will be happy 

to answer any questions you may have. Laminated cards are 

located on the table at the back of the church for you to 

drop into the collection basket during the offertory collec-

tions.  

The Penitential Psalms 

This year’s Lenten Bible Study will ex-

amine the penitential psalms that have 

been used for devotional practice during 

Lent since the days of the Early Church.  Our class will 

meet each Tuesday after the noon Mass from Feb. 17 

to March 31, usually around 1 pm.  Please br ing a bag 

lunch if you are hungry – drinks will be provided. Facili-

tated by Anna Wallich, SRP’s pastoral assistant. 

Please join us! Head down to 

Shorty’s Mexican Roadhouse in Bed-
ford for an afternoon of great food, and 

great company on Tuesday, Feb. 17 

from 11:30 am—10 pm. Mention the 
Knights of Columbus to your server, and 15% of your 

total food bill will be donated back to Goffstown, NH 
Council #5112, which serves and meets at Saint Law-

rence and Saint Raphael. This applies to all dine in and 

take out orders! New members are always welcome, too! 

Welcomed into the Catholic Church, 
through the waters of baptism, adminis-
tered at Saint Raphael by Abbot Matthew 
Leavy, O.S.B., were Claire Agnes Hebert, 

daughter of John and Erin (Hammond) Hebert, and 
her cousin, Elle Frances Hebert, daughter of Ste-
phen and Kristen (King) Hebert, on Jan. 31. 

Thank you to everyone who 
attended our first Healing Mass 
for the Sick on Wednesday, Feb. 
11. A total of 22 parishioners 
received anointing. We expect 
to plan another Healing Mass 

later in the year. 

5 weeks 



VI Sunday in Ordinary Time 

World Meeting of Families Pilgrimage and Papal Mass The Diocese of Manchester is sponsoring a 

pilgrimage to the World Meeting of Families, to be held in Philadelphia, from Sep. 22—27, 2015. Participants 

from around the U.S. and the world will convene to explore the critical role the family plays in society and to give 

families, and those who minister to families, opportunities to talk about the challenges and blessings that all fami-

lies have. Pope Francis will visit Philadelphia and celebrate a public Mass on Sunday, Sep. 27. For information 

and pilgrimage details go to the diocesan wwebsite (www.catholicnh.org/wmof). 

40 Days for Life Spring Campaign Come 

celebrate the kick off with us on Monday, Feb. 

16, 7-8:30 pm at Sainte Marie Parish Hall, 478 

Notre Dame Ave., Manchester. Sister Mary Rose, 

the featured speaker, is a founder of The Daugh-

ters of Mary, Mother of Healing Love, a bold pro-

life advocate, and regular 40 Days participant. A 

teacher, she is also one of the Running Nuns. 

Prayer, music & refreshments round out the 

evening! Free but an RSVP is appreciated! Email 

40daysforlifemanchester@gmail.com or call 

978.226.3240. Members of Saint Raphael Par-

ish are invited to participate in this effort. 

With the appointment of new 

deans for the nine deaneries in 

the Diocese of Manchester, Bish-

op Peter Libasci will preside over 

each of the installation ceremonies at Masses to be 

celebrated in the church of each dean.  On Thursday, 

March 12, at 7pm at Saint Anthony Church, Manches-

ter, the Very Rev. Richard Dion, V.F., will be installed 

as dean of the Amoskeag Deanery at a Mass celebrat-

ed by the bishop. Congratulations, Father Dion! All 

priests, deacons, religious, parish staff and lay faithful 

are invited to this special event. Congratulations and 

thanks to Msgr. John P. Quinn, pastor of Saint Eliza-

beth Seton Parish, Bedford, and a native of SRP, who 

has been our longtime dean.  

Write on the Heart  Our Saint Raphael 

Parish blog provides the opportunity to evangelize 

through modern technology and opens a forum for dialogue 

about issues of daily life and faith.  You are invited to visit, 

follow and comment on entries and submissions at saint-

raphaelsblog.com.  

Regulations 

for Fast and 

Abstinence   
Days for fast and absti-

nence are Ash Wednes-

day, February 18, and Good Friday, April 3. Fri-

days during Lent are also days of abstinence. 

FASTING is observed by all 18 years of age 

and older, who have not yet celebrated their 59th 

birthday. On a fast day, one full meal is allowed. 

Two other meals, sufficient to maintain strength, 

may be taken according to each one’s needs, but 

together they should not equal another full meal. 

Eating between meals is not permitted, but liquids, 

including milk and juices, are allowed.  ABSTI-

NENCE is observed by all 14 years of age and 

older. One days of abstinence, no meat is allowed. 

Note that when health or ability to work would be 

seriously affected, the law does not oblige. When 

in doubt concerning fast and abstinence, the parish 

priest should be consulted.  

The Pastor’s Class - Winter Session - 
‘Following Him More Nearly’ Join 

us for a series of presentations and discussions 

on following the Lord Jesus in religious life 

during this special Year of Consecrated Life 

in the Church. We will meet on Tuesdays, Feb. 24, March 3, 

10 and 24 at 7 pm in the Pastor ’s Classroom in the par -

ish hall. We will discuss the biblical roots of religious life, 

the Church’s teaching from Vatican II on religious life, Per-

fectae Caritatis, the various contribution of religious people 

to life of the Church and society, as well as what members 

receive, and what we all can do about vocations. We hope to 

have a special presentation by Abbot Mark A. Cooper, 

O.S.B. from Saint Anselm on the life, teachings and mira-

cles of Saint Benedict.  

http://40daysforlife.com/

