
Third Sunday of Lent Year B 

Hymnal #794 

Worship Schedule  

 

Saturday, 7 March                                                     

5 pm … St. Patrick Dinner (Ticketholders 

only) - Parish Center / Gym                                           

Sunday, 8 March                               

9:20 am … Children’s Religious Ed—Parish Hall       

10:30 am … Coffee and Doughnuts—Parish Hall   

10:45 am … Catholic Faith Explained—Parish 

Hall Classroom                                                             

10:45 am … Children’s Choir —SBA Library                       

Monday, 9 March                                                 

6—7:30 pm … Youth Ministry/Grades 6-8             

7—8 pm … Food Pantry                                        

Tuesday, 10 March                                                 
12:30 pm … Par ish Nurse—Church Conf Room       

1  pm … Lenten Bible Study—Parish Hall Classroom     

6:30—8 pm … Youth Ministry/Grades 9-12              

7 pm … The Pastor ’s Class—Parish Hall Class-

room Thursday, 12 March                                                    

7 pm … Knitting Group—Church Conf Room                                  

Saturday, 14 March                                                   
5:15 pm … Empty Bowl Project (Soup Supper ) - 

Parish Hall  

Creative writers, poets, journal-

ists, photographers and artists of 

all kinds hidden in the midst of 

Saint Raphael Parish. Though still 

“classified and confidential” at this 

time, information about an exciting 

parish project will appear in the 

bulletin in coming weeks. It’s time 

to shed new light on the singular 

abilities God has bestowed within 

our church community. Keep your 

eyes open!  

Saturday, 7 March                        Saints Perpetua and Felicity                                                                                           

3:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                             

4 pm … Charles Richard by Simone Richard 

Sunday, 8 March                                             III Sunday of Lent 

7:30 am … Our  Par ish Family 

9:30 am …  Lucille M. Kelley by the Kelley family            

4:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                                            

5 pm … Mass 

Monday, 9 March                                                                   

12 pm … Robert Hughes by Estella Hughes       Saint Frances 

Tuesday, 10 March                                                                       

12 pm … Delmina Subilia by Jack & Colleen Byrne 

Wednesday, 11 March                                                                                     

11:30 am … Confession & Reconciliation                  

12 pm … Helen Wickey by Irene Tullgren  

Thursday, 12 March                                                                 

8:30 am … Fr. James Walsh by P. Jerome, O.S.B.                                

Friday, 13 March                                                                                           

5:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                     

6 pm … Charles Richard by Cecile Adams                              

6:30 pm … Stations of the Cross 

Saturday, 14 March                                                                             

3:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                             

4 pm … Ronald Robichaud by Mary Robichaud 

Sunday, 15 March                                           IV Sunday of Lent 

7:30 am … Our  Par ish Family 

9:30 am …  Monica Morin by Esther & Don Leclerc          

4:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                                            

5 pm … Ethel Connelly by James & Joan Connelly 

 

Sanctuary candle The sanctuary candle burns this 

week for Bob Murphy by Virginia Murphy. 
 

Roots/Routes of Faith! Following in the 
Footsteps of Saint Paul—Saint Raphael is 

planning a 2015 pilgrimage to Greece and Tur-

key. The trip will be Oct. 7-18, and will include 
three nights at sea as we cruise key Greek 

isles in the Aegean! Interested? Mark your calendar, and watch 

for a full itinerary this month. 

Please pray for Gerald Bournival,  
called home to the Lord on Feb. 28, 
and for Theresa (Daigneault) 

Grady, called home to the Lord on March 1. Their funerals 
were celebrated last week by P. Jerome, O.S.B. 

Annual Empty Bowl Project The 
Friends of Quota International will 
again host its annual Empty Bowl Pro-
ject at Saint Raphael on Saturday, 

Mar. 14, from 5:15—6:30 pm in the parish hall. 
There is no cost, however a good will offering will 
be gratefully accepted. Donations will be shared 
between the NH Food Bank, as well as our own 
Food Pantry/Hope Chest. Checks can be made 
payable to either Saint Raphael Parish or to the 
NH Food Bank. Please join us! 



                       

   One of the groups I gladly joined after 

I came to Saint Raphael was the knitting 

group.  These kind women gather to-

gether each month to knit as a minis-

try to others – some knit mittens and 

hats for poor children in local elemen-

tary schools, some knit prayer shawls, 

and some knit baby hats and blankets for 

local hospitals or organizations like 

CareNet and Birthright (we’d love to 

have you join us!). 

     I’ve been a knitter most of my life 

because when I was little, my parents 

hired a warm-hearted grandmother to 

baby sit every Friday, and when I was 

about five, she taught me how to knit. 

During my life, I’ve turned out countless 

hats and scarves, baby sweaters for the 

children of friends or nieces and neph-

ews, as well as countless pairs of socks 

with a variety of patterns and colors to 

suit the personality of recipients.          

    Why do I think knitting is an appro-

priate metaphor for the season of 

Lent?  Lent is meant to be a time 

when we take the threads of our lives 

and use them in new ways to grow our 

faith and deepen our relationship with 

God.  Like a knitter changing the pattern 

and texture of the fabric as the nee-

dles go from row to row, during Lent 

each person is meant to make amend-

ments to daily life, extending and 

deepening prayer, fasting from actions 

that interfere with faith in God and giv-

ing more generously to everyone en-

countered.  These activities are designed 

to cover us with, and imbue within us, a 

warmer and more generous spirit. 

    Most people don’t knit nowadays, and 

so this metaphor might not speak to you 

the way it does to those of us who do 

pick up needles and yarn.  But you’ve 

probably all worn something that has 

been knitted and you know the warmth 

and stretch of knitted fabric. Whether  

it’s a hat, a pair of mittens, a scarf, or a 

sweater, knitted fabric has a “give” to it 

that other fabrics lack.  That stretch 

and give in faith are what we are 

meant to do during Lent. 
   Scripture doesn’t mention knitting 

much, but when it does, it always speaks 

to the deep and loving creativity of God 

in making us humans what we truly 

are.  To be knit together  by God 

means being loved and sustained by 

Him.  Job says, “Y ou clothed me with 

skin and flesh, and knit me together with 

bones and sinews. You have granted me 

life and steadfast love, and your care 

has preserved my spirit.” (10:11f)  Knit-

ting also suggests that God takes his 

time to make us, working gradually to 

make and transform us instead of just 

saying, “presto!” and being done.  

   About 15 years ago, knitting taught me 

a life lesson that was long overdue.  I 

was surrounded for much of my life by 

people who said only the best was ac-

ceptable, and so I became afraid of being 

a person who made “too many” mis-

takes.  In my knitting, if I came to a 

point where I noticed a past mistake that 

would have required me to take out a lot 

of work to repair, I often couldn’t bring 

myself to finish the project.  Off into a 

bag it would go, tucked away in cup-

board or closet. Every once in a while, I 

might come across the bag, look inside 

to see if the project was somehow mirac-

ulously not as bad off as I thought, but 

knitting is not a place of miracles.  

   I had joined a knitting group at my 

previous parish, and there were some 

fabulous knitters who made intricate 

sweaters and lacy scarves with ease.  

After a few months, I noticed something 

about these women: when one of them 

would realize that her project was in 

need of repair, she would carefully 

take out literally hours of knitting and 

start over wherever she needed to, in 

order to make her project come out right. 

There might be disappointment, but 

there was never dismay, because for 

them the process of knitting was as im-

portant as the project, and the extra time 

for conversation or personal reflection 

while knitting made up for the extra 

hours of work to get it right.  

     Everyone is different and so everyone 

approaches Lent in a different way.  

Some focus more on prayer, some more 

on fasting, some more on giving gener-

ously.  As with most things in life, it is 

good to have a balance between them 

because each area can bring out what is 

best in the other.  The season of Lent 

asks us to be diligent in our efforts 

knowing that it is the process itself that 

develops us. And when we make mis-

takes, as we always do, we know that 

the time we spend with God doing the 

necessary repairs will bless us and 

become a blessing to those we encounter 

in our daily life.        

   Lent gives us the opportunity to notice 

those areas in our lives that need repair, 

to redo what needs to be redone, and to 

spend more time with God in the pro-

cess.  “Speaking the truth in love, we 

must grow up in every way into him who 

is the head, into Christ, from whom the 

whole body [is] joined and knit togeth-

er.”  (Eph. 4:15f) 

                                     ©Anna Wallich  

. 

   From the Pastoral Assistant:  Anna Wallich, Th.M. 

 Lent 2015: We are ‘knit’ together, as individuals and a community, by God 



 

      

March 1, 2014 
 

          Offertory Regular          $  3,714.00 

         Offertory Make-Up                331.00 

         Offertory Loose                 422.50 

         Offertory Online Giving                   210.00 

         Total:           $  4,677.50 
 

         Stewardship           $      44.00  

 Solemnity of Mary           $        2.00         

 Easter            $      10.00 
                       

 Food Pantry           $      50.00 

March 8, 2015 

Saint Raphael Food 
Pantry This past Monday, 
March 2, the Food Pantry served 
15 families and gave out 18 bags 
of groceries. Be sure to LIKE us 
on our new Facebook Page—

Saint Raphael Food Pantry / Hope Chest to get 
news and updates! 

Readings for the week of March 8 2015 

Monday: 2 Kgs 5:1-15b; Ps 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4; Lk 4:24-30 

Tuesday: Dn 3:25, 34-43; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6-7bc, 8-9; Mt. 18:21-35 

Wednesday: Dt 4:1, 5-9; Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20; Mt 5:17-19 

Thursday: J er  7:23-28; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; Lk 11:14-23 

Friday: Hos 14:2-10; Ps 81:6c-11ab, 14, 17; Mk 12:28-34 

Saturday: Hos 6:1-6; Ps 51:3-4, 18-21ab; Lk 18:9-14 

Sunday: 2 Chr  36:14-16, 19-23; Ps 137:1-6; Eph 2:4-10; Jn 3:14-21 

Alternate readings (Year A): 1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a; Ps 23:1-6; Eph 

5:8-14; Jn 9:1-41[1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38]  

Winter Weather Policy  
If the Manchester Public Schools 

are closed due to weather, all parish 

facilities and events are canceled — 

unless otherwise stipulated.  

 

Check WMUR-TV and our  

Facebook Page if in question. 

BELLE VOCI presents Pergolesi’s “Stabat 
Mater” – performance with a chamber orchestra. Mez-

zo soprano Karol Carroll will be joined by soprano Susan 
Papinsick in this beautiful duet composition. The 
13th century hymn was composed as a commemoration 
of the sorrows of the Virgin Mary at the Crucifixion and 
was traditionally performed on the Friday before Palm 
Sunday.  The duo also will perform varied compositions 
of “Ave Maria” to complement the evening.  The concert 
will be Friday, March 27 at 7:30 pm at the Chapel of the 
Cathedral of St. Joseph, 145 Lowell St., Manchester, 
NH.  Ticket donations are $15 at door, $8 for children un-
der 12.  For additional information call 603-848-7986. 

INTERFAITH WOMEN OF NH invites all 

women to join us for an exceptional faith-based art event 
with Fr. Iain MacLellan, O.S.B., Curator, and Margaret Di-
mock, Assistant Curator, hosted by Alva de Mars Megan 
Chapel Arts Center at Saint Anselm College, 100 St. 
Anselm Drive, in Manchester, on Thursday, March 
26.  The Chapel Arts Center is celebrating Saint Anselm’s 
125th anniversary with a special exhibition of Benedictine 
art.  Leisurely explore the Gallery beginning at 5 pm. Pro-
gram begins at 6 pm, consisting of an overview of the his-
tory and significance of the Chapel building and the mural 
decorations by the late Fr. Raphael Pfisterer, O.S.B., 
pastor at Saint Raphael and professor of art at Saint An-
selm College. A reception will follow until 7 pm. Space is 
limited, so we encourage you to RSVP early to interfaith-
womennh@gmail.com or call 669-5076.  

Homeschoolers… On Wednesday, 

March 11, homeschooling families 
from the area will host a lunch in the 
Saint Raphael Parish hall following the 

noon Mass. Parishioners and others attending 
the Mass are cordially invited to join us! All are 
welcome to attend the noon Mass in the chapel, 
followed by lunch in the parish hall.  

Please join us! Have you ever thought of 

joining the Knights of Columbus? The Knights of 
Columbus was officially chartered in 1882 

through the efforts of Father Michael J. 

McGivney, assistant pastor of Saint Mary’s 
Church in New Haven, CT. The order was formed to offer aid 

and assistance to members and their families who were sick, 
disabled or otherwise needy. Social and intellectual fellowship 

continues to be promoted through educational, charitable, reli-

gious, social welfare, war relief and public relief works. The 
order is still true to its founding principles of charity, unity and 

fraternity. Members of Saint Raphael Parish participate in the 
Knights of Columbus, Arthur J. O’Neil Council 

#5112. This council holds its meetings at 7 pm on the 

second Wednesday of each month, rotating between 
Saint Raphael Parish (Manchester), Saint Lawrence 

(Goffstown) and the Grasmere Town Hall (Goffstown). Mem-
bers of the committee will host Coffee & Donuts following 

the 9:30 am Mass at Saint Raphael March 15. Come and 

tel:603-848-7986
mailto:interfaithwomennh@gmail.com
mailto:interfaithwomennh@gmail.com


Third Sunday of Lent 

World Meeting of Families Pilgrimage and Papal Mass The Diocese of Manchester is sponsoring a 

pilgrimage to the World Meeting of Families, in Philadelphia, from Sep. 22—27, 2015. Participants from around 

the U.S. and the world will convene to explore the critical role the family plays in society and to give families, and 

those who minister to families, opportunities to talk about the challenges and blessings that all families have. Pope 

Francis will visit Philadelphia and celebrate a public Mass on Sunday, Sep. 27. For information and pilgrimage 

details go to the diocesan website (www.catholicnh.org/wmof). 

Run for the Troops 5K 
The Run for the Troops 5K 

race has been doubling in 

size each year since its first 

race in 2010. This year’s 

event will be Sunday, April 

12, at 9 am in Andover, MA. 

Parishioner Carmelle Fair will 

be participating and would appreciate your support in 

this endeavor. The event honors our military, as well 

as raises funds to address the needs of injured sol-

diers. Part of the proceeds assist national organiza-

tions such as Homes for Our Troops to help build 

homes designed for the specific injury of soldiers. 

Proceeds also help soldiers with PTSD issues through 

the military program at Ironstone Farm in Andover. If 

you would like to make a donation, please go to 

www.runforthetroops5k.com  and reference Carmelle 

Fair in your notation. Thank you! 

      Got talent? If so, 
we need you 
and your tal-
ents! Saint 
Raphael    is 

working on the first  revival of its cele-
brated minstrel and musicale shows. 
The New Saint Raphael Follies will be 
sometime between April and June. 
Watch for the announcement! Right 
now, if you can sing, dance, juggle or 
whatever, consider joining the show, 
please. This event has the potential to 
be a very helpful “funraiser” AND 
“fundraiser” for Saint Raphael. See what 
you and your friends can do! Watch for 
additional information to come. 

We are still looking to increase our group of altar 

servers especially for the 4 pm Saturday Vigil, 

7:30 am, and 5 pm Sunday Masses. Typically, 

candidates are considered as soon as they reach 

third grade and have made their First Commun-

ion. If you are interested in training to be a 

server, please contact Kerri Stanley in the rec-

tory at 623.2604 in order to set up a training 

session.  

Giving Hands 

The parish knitting and crocheting group will 

meet on Thursday, Mar. 12, at 7 pm in the con-

ference room at entry of the church, entering 

through the side door. If you would like to learn 

to knit or crochet and help us make projects that are donated to 

the community, or if you’re an experienced knitter/crocheter 

who would like join a group of warm-hearted crafters for an 

evening of fellowship, please come and join us!   

COME TO THE FEAST OF DIVINE MERCY 

We welcome all Catholics or interested individuals to a celebration of 

the Feast of Divine Mercy which takes place on April 12 from 1:30-

3:30pm at St Catherine of Siena Parish, 207 Hemlock St., Manches-

ter. What is so special about this Feast of Divine Mercy?  It is the 

promise of total forgiveness of all sins and punishment for any soul 

that would go to Confession and then receive Jesus in Holy Commun-

ion on this very special Feast of Divine Mercy!  Many former fallen-

away Catholics have taken advantage of this great Feast of Mercy to 

get a brand new start in life and to be totally prepared to stand before 

the Lord.  Don’t miss out on this incredible gift of mercy. 

Call 622.4966 or visit www.scsnh.com for more info 

Please join us on 

Friday, March 27 
following the 6pm 

Mass for a Lenten 

Soup & Bread Supper in the parish hall. A RSVP 

(623.2604 / secretary@saint-raphael-parish.com) will 

help us prepare. We will have a guest speaker talk about 

a Lenten-themed topic.  

http://visitwww.scsnh.com

