
Fifth Sunday of Lent Year B 

Hymnal #800 

Worship Schedule  

 

Sunday, 22 March                               

9:20 am … Children’s Religious Ed—Parish Hall       

10:30 am … Coffee and Doughnuts (hosted by 

Knights of Columbus)—Parish Hall                    

10:45 am … Catholic Faith Explained—Parish 

Hall Classroom                                                             

10:45 am … Children’s Choir —SBA Library                       

Monday, 23 March                                                 

6—7:30 pm … Youth Ministry/Grades 6-8             

7—8 pm … Food Pantry                                        

Tuesday, 24 March                                                 
11:30 pm … World Penance Day—Confessions 

12:30 pm … Par ish Nurse—Church Conf. Room       

1  pm … Lenten Bible Study—Parish Hall Classroom     

6:30—8 pm … Youth Ministry/Grades 9-12              

7:30 pm … Pastor ’s Class—Parish Hall Classroom   

Thursday, 26 March                                                      
7 pm … Lenten Penance Service                                 

Friday, 27 March                                                    

6:45 pm … Lenten Soup Supper —Parish Hall       

Saturday, 21 March                        Transitus of Saint Benedict                                                                                                                                                                                         

3:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                             

4 pm … Andre Vincent by Lionel & Lillian Coulon 

Sunday, 22 March                                           IV Sunday of Lent 

7:30 am … Delmina Subilia by Jack & Nancy Healy 

9:30 am …  Linda Paris (10th Anniv.) by Bill Paris             

4:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                                            

5 pm … Our  Par ish Family 

Monday, 23 March                             Saint Turibius of Mogrovejo                                                                                 

12 pm … Bob Murphy by Rita Daley & family 

Tuesday, 24 March                                                                      

11:30 am … World Penance Day Confessions                        

12 pm … Sisters of Precious Blood by Diane Pictrowski 

Wednesday, 25 March       The Annunciation of the Lord 

11:30 am … Confession & Reconciliation                  

12 pm … Romain & Louise Marcoux by Diane Gallant 

Thursday, 26 March                                                               

8:30 am … Jeannette Donovan by Margaret-Ann Moran                

7 pm … Lenten Penance Service                                                    

Friday, 27 March                                                                                           

5:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                     

6 pm … Helen Wickey by Lionel & Lillian Coulon                   

Saturday, 28 March                                                                 

3:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                             

4 pm … Our Parish Family 

Sunday, 29 March       Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

7:30 am … Suzanne Webb & family (living) by Anne Clark  

9:30 am …  Cleone Wright by Anne Clark                           

4:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                                            

5 pm … James Fay by Col. Andrew & Elizabeth Breuder  

 

Sanctuary candle The sanctuary can-

dle burns this week for Fred & Mary 

Raymond by Lucille Baldoumas. 

Reminder… The final Pastor’s 
Class for this session will take 
place on Tuesday, March 24, 
and will begin at 7:30pm, 

when Abbot Mark A. Cooper, O.S.B., will dis-
cuss the life and charisms of Saint Benedict 
as evidenced in stained glass at Saint Anselm 
Abbey. Please note time change. 

Please join us on Friday, 

March 27 following the 

6pm Mass for a Lenten Soup 

& Bread Supper in the parish 

hall. A RSVP (623.2604 / secretary@saint-raphael-

parish.com) will help us prepare.  

  

         PENANCE SERVICES                      
Tuesday, March 24—World Penance 
Day: 11:30am—12pm.  

Wednesday, March 25—Regular 
Confessions: 11:30am—12pm 

Thursday, March 26—Lenten Pen-
ance Service: 7pm  

Tuesday, March 31 at 1pm Lenten Bible Study                            
Thursday, April 2 at 7pm Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper                                                                

Good Friday, April 3 at 3pm Stations of the Cross; 3:30pm 
Confessions; 7pm Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion                                         
Holy Saturday, April 4 at 7:30pm Easter Vigil                            
Easter Sunday, April 5 at 8am and 10am Easter Mass                                                                         
Easter Monday, April 6 at 8:30am Mass at St. Anselm Ab-
bey; NO MASS at Saint Raphael; Rectory closed 



                       

   For New England this year, the arrival of 

spring is especially welcome, if tentative. 

During the winter session of The Pastor’s 

Class this past February and this month, 

we have examined something equally spring

-like in the Church – and for many of the 

participants, as well as their instructor, it’s 

been a rather joyous discovery — a little 

like the arrival of spring! 

   The course, promoting this special Year of 

Consecrated Life, is called “Following 

Him More Nearly,” and we explored the 

Scriptural foundations of religious life, the 

Early Church foundations of their life and 

its development over the course of the cen-

turies.  We looked at the efforts of the Sec-

ond Vatican Council (1962-1965) to re-

new and reform religious life in the Church, 

as well as some of the problems that devel-

oped in connection with that renewal. We 

highlighted some of the significant figures 

in consecrated life in global and U.S. histo-

ry. We also discovered several religious 

communities where, amazingly, vocations 

are thriving! Just as the spr ing br ings 

new growth to the earth, so too does the 

Spirit breathe life into the Church in every 

age. 

   Why would Saint Raphael offer such a 

course? True, it helps promote a special 

year, but most parishioners and friends of 

the parish are not monks or nuns, brothers or 

sisters. However, as Pope Francis has em-

phasized, religious life is meant not only to 

praise God and serve the needs of the com-

munity of faith but also to bring joy into the 

very midst of the Church. 

   How do religious – the men and women  

who have made public vows or promises to 

live according to the evangelical counsels – 

help witness to these goals outlined by the 

Holy Father to the rest of the Church? Dur-

ing Lent, when we reflect on the depth of 

our commitment to the Lord, such a witness 

can help each one of us follow Jesus a little 

bit more nearly! 

   Religious life is “intentional.” That 

means someone who professes vows does so 

after a period of discernment, prayer, study, 

lived experience and reflection. That period 

amounts to a year or more. The novice is 

meant to know what he or she is doing! For 

all Catholics, such careful and thoughtful 

consideration of our life in Christ makes 

wonderfully good sense. In a world that is  

rife with technology, media, entertainment 

and other distractions, in a world that is 

overly busy, it is easy to forget who and 

what we are. Religious life, when it is lived 

out well, reminds the rest of the community 

that, in fact, we are all connected to Christ, 

we are all summoned to drink from the well 

of life in the Word of God in Scripture, and 

we are all summoned to help build up the 

Kingdom of God in his grace. 

   Religious life is rooted in “community.” 

To enter into consecrated life, one encoun-

ters other like-minded men and women who 

share a vision and a way of doing things. 

They often follow a similar schedule, wear a 

habit that identifies them as members of a 

particular group, choose  leaders together 

and undertake the daily prayer of the 

Church. For most Catholics and other Chris-

tians, life in the 21st century is hectic, even 

chaotic sometimes. People are so transient 

that many do not know their neighbors. 

    Monks, nuns, brothers and sisters remind 

us that community is supposed to be chal-

lenging, affirming, encouraging and life-

giving. The Church herself is a community 

of faith; those in consecrated life remind us 

that we must build community each and 

every day. A religious community, properly 

living its spiritual life, recognizes that in 

Christ, we are invited to enter into the mys-

tery of the Trinity, the community of life 

and love of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

   Religious life looks toward the finish 

line and beyond. Saint Benedict, in the Ho-

ly Rule, teaches his monks that we should 

live each day as if it were Lent. That may 

seem severe, but Saint Benedict reminds us 

to live the whole of our lives with the right 

balance of prayer, self-denial and charity – 

the traditional disciplines of Lent for all 

Christians – that they lead to a joyful reun-

ion with God and loved ones in Heaven, just 

as Lent leads us inevitably to the joy of 

Easter. Saint Benedict was not afraid to look 

mortality in the eye, because it was, for him, 

the doorway to 

eternal happiness 

for those who are 

faithful. Benedict’s 

view, far from be-

ing morbid or 

frightening, gives 

life a sense of pur-

pose and focus. 

Contemporary so-

ciety generally 

fears death and 

suppresses any 

serious discussion 

of mortality and an 

afterlife. Our “here and now” society is un-

easy over any reference to death. It’s worth 

mentioning a fresco in the great abbey 

church at Monte Casino, Saint Benedict’s 

monastery south of Rome. The painting (see 

above) by Pietro Annigoni (1910-1988) de-

picts Benedict amid the glory of Heaven 

welcoming all the great Benedictine saints, 

as well as those inspired by his teachings, 

and indeed all those spiritual sons and 

daughters who have followed his “little rule 

that we have written for beginners.” (RB 

72:8) 

   Religious life is Eucharistic. At the cen-

ter of the spiritual life of every man and 

woman in consecrated life we should be 

able to find the Eucharist. The Mass, and its 

gift of the Body and Blood of the Lord, em-

braces the life of the religious and makes it 

part of the eternal offering Christ makes to 

the Father. The religious, in turn, receives 

the sacramental presence of Christ and is 

transformed and empowered to br ing 

that presence into the world through wit-

ness, prayer and charity. This, of course, is 

again precisely what is meant to happen to 

every Catholic who receives the Eucharist, 

but most do not organize their day or their 

lives with such a perspective. The man or 

woman in religious vows, however, does 

and that should make a difference in his or 

her approach to the world, experience, prior-

ities and choices. How remarkable our lives 

would be if every decision reflected the  

beauty and power of the Eucharistic Christ! 

   Living with a sense of direction and pur-

pose, celebrating the gift of the individual 

within the dynamic of a community, looking 

forward to our heavenly homeland and con-

tributing to life here and now with a sense of 

the Eucharistic Christ’s living presence – 

well, Pope Francis was right. That really is 

enough to bring a smile to the face and joy 

   From the Pastor:  Fr. Jerome Joseph Day, O.S.B. 

 Lent 2015: Religious life opens up lessons of  holy season for whole Church 



 

      

March 15, 2014 
 

          Offertory Regular          $  3,826.00 

         Offertory Make-Up                336.00 

         Offertory Loose                 760.00 

         Offertory Online Giving                   210.00 

         Total:           $  5,132.00 
 

         Stewardship           $     265.00

 Stewardship Online Giving                 60.00

 Total Stewardship:          $     325.00 
                       

 Food Pantry           $     150.00 

March 22, 2015 

Saint Raphael Food 
Pantry This past Monday, 
March 16, the Food Pantry 
served 238 families and gave out 
21 bags of groceries. We are in 
need of baked beans 28 oz, beef 

stew and Spaghettio's. Be sure to LIKE us on our new 
Facebook Page—Saint Raphael Food Pantry / 
Hope Chest to get news and updates! 

Readings for the week of March 22, 2015 

Monday: Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 [41c-62]; Ps 23:1-6; 

Jn 8:1-11 

Tuesday: Nm 21:4-9; Ps 102:2-3, 16-21; Jn 8:21-30 

Wednesday: Is 7:10-14; 8:10; Ps 40:7-11; Heb 10:4-10; Lk 

1:26-38 

Thursday: Gn 17:3-9; Ps 105:4-9: Jn 8:51-59 

Friday: Jer  20:10-13; Ps 18:2-7; Jn 10:31-42 

Saturday: Ez 37:21-28; Jer 31:10, 11-13; Jn 11:45-56 

Sunday: Mk 11:1-10 or Jn 12:12-16 (procession); Is 50:4-7; Ps 

22:8-9, 17-20, 23-24; Phil 2:6-11; Mk 14:1 — 15:47 [15:1-39]  

BELLE VOCI presents Pergolesi’s “Stabat 
Mater” performance with a chamber orchestra. Mezzo 

soprano Karol Carroll will be joined by soprano Susan 
Papinsick in this beautiful duet composition. The 
13th century hymn was composed to commemorate the 
sorrows of the Virgin Mary at the Crucifixion and was tra-
ditionally performed on the Friday before Palm Sun-
day. The duo also will perform varied compositions of 
“Ave Maria.” The concert will be Friday, March 27 at 7:30 
pm at the Chapel of Saint Joseph Cathedral, 145 
Lowell St., Manchester, NH. Tickets are $15 at door, $8 
for children under 12. For additional information call 603-
848-7986. 

INTERFAITH WOMEN OF NH invites all 

women to join us for an exceptional faith-based art event 
with Fr. Iain MacLellan, O.S.B., Curator, and Margaret Di-
mock, Assistant Curator, hosted by Alva de Mars Megan 
Chapel Arts Center at Saint Anselm College, 100 St. 
Anselm Drive, in Manchester, on Thursday, March 
26.  The Chapel Arts Center is celebrating Saint Anselm’s 
125th anniversary with a special exhibition of Benedictine 
art.  Leisurely explore the Gallery beginning at 5 pm. Pro-
gram begins at 6 pm, consisting of an overview of the his-
tory and significance of the Chapel building and the mural 
decorations by the late Fr. Raphael Pfisterer, O.S.B., 
pastor at Saint Raphael and professor of art at Saint An-
selm College. A reception will follow until 7 pm. Space is 
limited, so we encourage you to RSVP early to interfaith-
womennh@gmail.com or call 669-5076.  

Please join the book discussion group in honor-

ing the Year for Consecrated Life by reading In 

This House of Brede. Rumer Godden's novel 

follows the spiritual journey of a successful 

professional as she leaves her worldly comforts to become a 

cloistered Benedictine nun.  Her transition to life as a vowed 

religious encompasses a full range of joys and challenges, and 

can offer us a poignant model as we make our own way 

through Lent.  The group will meet at 7 pm on Thursday, April 

16th, in the church classroom.  Books are available at the par-

ish office for $14.  

Easter flower remembrance 
Donations for Easter flowers will be 

accepted in the name of deceased 

loved ones and friends, as well as the 

living. While all contributions are wel-

come, a $20 donation per lily per 

name is recommended. Include name along with 

the donation and send in your offerings to the parish 

office or drop it in the offertory basket. Look for the 

Easter Flower envelope in your packet or use your 

own. A list of the donors will be published during the 

Easter season. Your generosity is appreciated as the 

gift is above and beyond your Easter offering. Thank 

you! 

Roots/Routes of Faith! Following in 
the Footsteps of Saint Paul—Saint 

Raphael is planning a 2015 pilgrimage to 

Greece and Turkey. The trip will be Oct. 
7-18, and will include three nights at sea 

as we cruise key Greek isles in the Aegean! Interested? 

Flyers are located on our website and at the back of the 
church. Sign-ups are coming in, so please don’t delay! 

MANY THANKS to all those who sent greetings, 
remembrances and baked goods to P. Jerome, 
O.S.B., pastor, and to the Saint Raphael Rectory 
on the occasion of Saint Patrick’s Day, Saint Jo-

seph’s Day and Saint Benedict’s Day! You are A+! 

tel:603-848-7986
tel:603-848-7986
mailto:interfaithwomennh@gmail.com
mailto:interfaithwomennh@gmail.com


Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Got talent? If so, 
we need you and 
your talents! Saint 
Raphael   is work-
ing on the first  re-
vival of its cele-

brated minstrel and musicale shows. 
The date for the New Saint Raphael 
Follies is expected to be announced 
next week! Right now, please consider 
call the office with your act to be con-
sidered. Singers, dancers, jugglers, com-
ics or whatever, please consider joining 
the show! This event can help Saint 
Raphael raise  “fun” AND “funds.” See 
what you and your friends can do! 
Watch for additional information to 
come. 

We are still looking to increase our group of altar 

servers especially for the 4 pm Saturday Vigil, 

7:30 am, and 5 pm Sunday Masses. Typically, 

candidates are considered as soon as they reach 

third grade and have made their First Commun-

ion. If you are interested in training to be a serv-

er, please contact Kerri Stanley in the rectory at 

623.2604 in order to set up a training session.  

World Meeting of Families Pilgrimage and Papal Mass The Diocese of Manchester is sponsoring a 

pilgrimage to the World Meeting of Families, in Philadelphia, from Sep. 22—27, 2015. Participants from around 

the U.S. and the world will convene to explore the critical role the family plays in society and to give families, and 

those who minister to families, opportunities to talk about the challenges and blessings that all families have. Pope 

Francis will visit Philadelphia and celebrate a public Mass on Sunday, Sep. 27. For information and pilgrimage 

details go to the diocesan website (www.catholicnh.org/wmof). 

First time visitor? Welcome! There are cards on 

the table at the entry for you to fill out with 

your contact information should you want to 

register. We’d love to have you! Cards may be 

placed in the collection basket during Mass or left on the table. 

Saint Raphael has implemented the 

online giving option for your conven-

ience. You can access the link via our 

website, www.saint-raphael-

parish.com and follow the steps to 

register for automatic payments or just a one time donation. Have 

questions? Call the rectory at 623.2604 and we will be happy to an-

swer any questions you may have. Laminated cards are located on the 

table at the back of the church for you to drop into the collection 

basket during the offertory collections.  

The Saint Raphael Parish Respect Life Commit-

tee is offering Novena Prayer cards, which will 

be available at the entrances of the main church 

and chapel.  The Novena for the Protection of all 

pre-born children will take place beginning 

on the Feast of the Annunciation, March 25 

and last through April 2. 

Homeschoolers… On Wednesday, 

April 15, homeschooling families 
from the area will host a lunch in the 
Saint Raphael Parish hall following 
the noon Mass. Parishioners and oth-

ers attending the Mass are cordially invited to 
join us! All are welcome to attend the noon Mass 
in the chapel, followed by lunch in the parish 
hall.  

Congratulations to everyone 

who is participating in the annu-

al Saint Patrick’s Day Parade 

next Sunday, March 29, espe-

cially Jack O’Connor, this 

year’s Grand Marshal. 

Every Envelope 

Counts! Please re-
member to return 
your weekly con-
tribution enve-
lopes for the times 

when you have been away from Saint Raphael this 
winter. The need to fulfill our obligation to sup-
port our parish is clear, and regular expenses oc-
cur whether we are in the pews here or not. Your 
help in this effort will be greatly appreciated! 


