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Saturday, 4 April                                                                                                 

7:30 pm … Easter Vigil 

Sunday, 5 April        Easter Sunday - Resurrection of the Lord 

8 am … Our  Par ish Family 

10 am …  Living and deceased family and fr iends of P. Je-

rome 

Monday, 6 April      ~Parish Office Closed~                                                                             

NO MASS                                                                                        

Parishioners are welcome to attend Mass at Saint Anselm at 

8:30 am 

Tuesday, 7 April                                                                              

12 pm … Tommy Barnett by Jack & Colleen Byrne 

Wednesday, 8 April                                                                      

11:30 am … Confession & Reconciliation                  

12 pm … Robert Hughes by Estella Hughes 

Thursday, 9 April                                                                           

8:30 am … John & Theresa Grady by the Pereira family        

Friday, 10 April                                                                               

5:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                          

6 pm … William R. Wisner by Teresa Greene 

Saturday, 11 April                                                                                                 

3:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                    

4 pm … Our Parish Family 

Sunday, 12 April                                   Sunday of Divine Mercy  

7:30 am … Heloise D. Blanchette by Lionel & Lillian Coulon 

9:30 am …  Lucille M. Kelley by the Kelley family               

4:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                          

 

Sanctuary candle The sanctuary candle burns this 

week for Our Parish Family. 
 

Roots/Routes of Faith! Fol-
lowing in the Footsteps of 
Saint Paul—Saint Raphael is 

planning a 2015 pilgrimage to 

Greece and Turkey. The trip 
will be Oct. 7-18, and will include three nights at 

sea as we cruise key Greek isles in the Aegean! 
Interested? Flyers are located on our website and at 

the back of the church. Sign-ups are coming in, so 
please don’t delay! 

The Rectory will be CLOSED Monday, 

April 6 and will r eopen Tuesday, Apr il 7. 

NO noon Mass Monday. You are wel-

come to attend the 8:30 am Mass at Saint 

Anselm Abbey. 

Monday, 6 April                                                           

6—7:30 pm … Youth Ministry/Grades 6-8             

7—8 pm … Food Pantry                                        

Tuesday, 7 April                                                 
12:30 pm … Par ish Nurse—Church Conf. Room       

6:30—8 pm … Youth Ministry/Grades 9-12    

Thursday, 9 April                                                           
7 pm … Knitting Group—Church Conf. Room                                             

Sunday, 12 April                               

9:20 am … Children’s Religious Ed—Parish Hall       

10:30 am … Coffee and Doughnuts Par ish Hall                    

10:45 am … Children’s Choir —SBA Library                       

Many thanks to Claude and Irene 
Morin, who attended the Chrism Mass 
at Saint Joseph Cathedral March 31 to 
receive the Chrism Oils for our parish. 
The oils were presented at the Mass of 
the Lord’s Supper on Thursday. 

On behalf of the OUR PLACE Program sponsored by 
Catholic Charities NH, we extend our heartfelt 
thanks to everyone who donated baby items. Your 
generosity makes a significant difference in the lives 
of the children and families who rely on the OUR 
PLACE Program. Thank you! 

Saint Raphael Food Pantry wishes to thank the 
Knights of Columbus of Saint Elizabeth Se-
ton Parish. During Lent the Knights organized a 
food drive entitled "Forty Cans for Forty Days". 
On Palm Sunday they delivered over 500 lbs. of 
non perishable food and a monetary donation 
of nearly $600. We are very fortunate.  

Prayers for Life invites you to partici-

pate in the Quilt of Prayer. The New Hamp-
shire quilt, blessed by Pope John Paul II, 

will be at Saint Raphael Parish April 6 
through April 27. It contains the names of 

individuals who have prayed fifty 5-decade Rosaries (in 

addition to their usual rosary commitments) exclusively 
for pro-life intentions. Yellow forms with information 

on having your name adorned to the New Hampshire 
quilt are located at the back of the church. You are 

invited to pray the Rosary and to bear witness to our 

Faith, which cherishes the sanctity of all human life. 



                       

   The two kids at the check out station 

were shouting back and forth to each 

other as they filled bags with grocer-

ies. The lines were long in the super-

market and it was busy. A big holiday 

weekend was upon them. 

   “So what are you doing for Easter?” 

   “What’s Easter?” said the other kid. 

   “It’s this. It’s what all these people 

are buying hams for. It’s big meals 

and family gatherings.” 

   “But what does it mean?” the first 

bagger called out. 

   “Well, I’m not sure exactly, but I 

think it’s something like Christmas.” 

   This exchange is part of story told 

by the Most Rev. Joseph J. Gerry, 

O.S.B., the retired abbot of our  

community at Saint Anselm, who 

went on to become the bishop of Port-

land in Maine. It’s a story he relates 

from a visit he paid to a market near 

the bishop’s residence in Portland. 

The bishop, who was pretty certain 

these teenagers were lapsed Catholics 

from non-practicing Catholic families, 

just shakes his head at the sad lack of 

religious formation that they received. 

But Bishop Joseph, now retired, 

doesn’t just shake his head. He uses 

the incident as a prompt to raise the 

importance of the “new evangelization.” 

That term references the need for the 

Church to renew her efforts in proclaiming 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the men and 

women of the 21st century. From the time 

of the large waves of immigrants in the mid-

19th century to the end of the 20th century, 

most American Catholics could be born into 

and live within neighborhoods and a wider 

society that was largely Christian and often 

quite clearly Catholic. 

   But that has changed. 

The Resurrection of Christ, which we cele-

brate at Easter, is, of course, the central be-

lief in Christian faith. The God, who came 

to us as a man in the person of Jesus of Naz-

areth, loves us so much that he was will-

ing to undergo great suffering and death to 

redeem us from estrangement from the Eter-

nal Father and to rescue us from the perma-

nent effects of sin and death. We have, be-

cause of the truth and beauty of Easter 

morning, the possibility of eternal life and 

happiness with God in heaven. It r equires 

of us faith and love. In other words, we must 

respond to Christ’s offer of salvation and 

welcome it into our lives. Christ does all 

the necessary work of redemption, but 

God has endowed us with the freedom to 

say yes or no to his offer. 

   The failure of many Catholics to prac-

tice their faith or to learn much about 

their faith is a challenging topic, but we 

all can admit that the arrival of Easter is 

about more than hopping bunnies, bleat-

ing lambs and mouth-watering choco-

late. It’s about life, death and Chr ist’s 

victory over death. 

   During this Easter, what a wonderful 

opportunity we have, as we gather  

with family and friends, to inject some of 

our faith into the discussion! As the dis-

cussion develops, challenge the minimiz-

ing of religion with evidence that it has 

meant much in one’s own life. 

   Question any derogation of faith – at-

tendance at Mass, regular prayer, sus-

tained charitable giving, efforts to ob-

serve the moral code of Christ and his 

Church – with alternative views, again 

showing how fidelity to the practice of 

faith has made life richer and more 

meaningful. When somebody claims, 

“Oh, well, I was raised Catholic,” tell 

them that we need them – and their in-

sights could help the Church. Invite them 

to “come home to Christ.” 
   Personal witness, accurate information, 

genuine interest and Catholic enthusiasm 

make a strong and a convincing argument 

that our faith is worth some inquiry and 

even return. May God bless each of you and 

your loved ones with the light, the love 

and the life that shines forth from the 

Empty Tomb of Christ! Alleluia! 

 

© Rev. Jerome Joseph Day, O.S.B.  

   From the Pastor:  Fr. Jerome Joseph Day, O.S.B. 

Easter affords us a beautiful opportunity to practice the new evangelization  

Readings for the week of                 
April 5, 2015 

Monday: Acts 2:14, 22-33; Ps 16:1-2a, 

5, 7-11; Mt 28:8-15; Tuesday: Acts 2:36-

41; Ps 33:4-5, 18-20, 22; Jn 20:11-18; 

Wednesday: Acts 3:1-10; Ps 105:1-4, 6-

9; Lk 24:13-35; Thursday: Acts 3:11-26; 

Ps 8:2ab, 5-9; Lk 24:35-48; Friday: Acts 

4:1-12; Ps 118:1-2, 4, 22-27a; Jn 21:1-14; 

Saturday: Acts 4:13-21; Ps 118:1, 14-

15ab, 16-21; Mk 16:9-15; Sunday: Acts 

4:32-35; Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24; 1 Jn 

5:1-6; Jn 20:19-31  

Saint Raphael 
Food Pantry 
This past Monday, 
March 30, the Food 

Pantry served 39 families and gave 
out 60 bags of groceries. We are in 
need of baked beans 28 oz, beef 
stew and Spaghettios. Be sure to 
LIKE us on our new Facebook 
Page—Saint Raphael Food Pan-
try / Hope Chest to get news and 
updates! 

 

                        March 29, 2014 

 

         Offertory Regular              $  3,594.00 

         Offertory Make-         453.00 

         Offertory Loose        748.20 

         Offertory Online Giving                210.00 

         Total:               $  5,005.20 
 

         Stewardship              $       30.00    
                                          

 Food Pantry                           $    380.00 
                     

                Thank you for your generosity! 


