
XV Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B 
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Saturday, 11 July                                                  Saint Benedict                                                 

3:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                       

4 pm  … Ann Lally Sheehan by Margaret-Ann Moran 

Sunday, 12 July                               XV Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:30 am … Our Parish Family 

9:30 am …  Phil Beland by Linda Beland                             

4:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                          

5 pm … Preservation of religious freedom by Mary Sullivan5 pm 

… Mr. & Mrs. Alfred K. Hobbs, Jr., by Cynthia Hobbs 

Monday, 13 July                                                                 Saint Henry 

12 pm … Katherine Day Corriveau by P. Jerome 

Tuesday, 14 July                                            Saint Kateri Tekakwitha                                                                       

12 pm … Jeanne Welch (5th Anniv.) by Maureen O’Neil 

Wednesday, 15 July                                        Saint Bonaventure 

11:30 am … Confession & Reconciliation                                       

12 pm … Arthur E. Cooper by P. Jerome & SRP Community 

Thursday, 16 July                              Our Lady of Mount Carmel                                                    

8:30 am … Phil Beland (2nd Anniv.) by Linda Beland          

Friday, 17 July       ~RECTORY CLOSED~                                                                    

5:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                                    

6 pm … Alfred K. Hobbs, Jr., by Cynthia Hobbs 

Saturday, 18 July                                    Saint Camillus de Lellis                                                  

3:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                       

4 pm  … Charles Richard by Simone Richard 

Sunday, 19 July                              XVI Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:30 am … Donald Leclerc (13th Anniv.) by Esther Leclerc 

9:30 am …  Lucille M. Kelley by the Kelley family             

4:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                          

5 pm … Our Parish Family 

 

Sanctuary candle The sanctuary candle burns this week 
for Dot, Ray, and Roger Larochelle by Lil 

Monday, 13 July                                                            
9 am—12 pm … Vacation Bible School        
Tuesday, 14 July                                                             
9 am—12 pm … Vacation Bible School             
12:30 pm … Parish Nurse—Church Conf. Room      
7—8:30 pm … Bible Study—Parish Hall Classroom 
Wednesday, 15 July                                                            
9 am—12 pm … Vacation Bible School                          
Thursday, 16 July                                                            
9 am—12 pm … Vacation Bible School                       
7 pm … Book Discussion Group—Parish Hall Clssrm              
Friday, 17 July                                                                   
9 am—12 pm … Vacation Bible School  

In light of the encyclical Laudato Si’ 
recently published by Pope Francis, 
Saint Raphael Parish will be offering 
a Summer Bible Study that takes a 
look at an expanded notion of 

stewardship  – if it’s not just about giving money, 
what might God be asking of us? Each week, we 
will look at a different genre of writings from 
Scripture. The Bible Study will meet on Tuesday 

evenings from 7-8:30pm, July 14-August 4 in the 
Parish Hall Classroom and will be facilitated by 
Pastoral Assistant Anna Wallich. Please let the 
Parish Office know if you are planning to attend! 

Readings for the week of  
July 12, 2015 

Monday: Ex 1:8-14, 22; Ps 124:1b-8; Mt 10:34 — 11:1 
Tuesday: Ex 2:1-15a; Ps 69:3, 14, 30-31, 33-34; Mt 11:20-24 
Wednesday: Ex 3:1-6, 9-12; Ps 103:1b-4, 6-7; Mt 11:25-27 
Thursday: Ex 3:13-20; Ps 105:1, 5, 8-9, 24-27; Mt 11:28-30 
Friday: Ex 11:10-12:14; Ps 116:12-13, 15, 16bc, 17-18; Mt 
12:1-8 
Saturday: Ex 12:37-42; Ps 136:1, 23-24, 10-15; Mt 12:14-21 
Sunday: J er  23:1-6; Ps 23:1-6; Eph 2:13-18; Mk 6:30-34  

Saint 
Raphael 
Food 
Pantry On  

Monday, July 5, the food 
pantry served 26 families 
and gave out 40 bags of 
groceries. We are in need of 
28 oz. cans of baked beans 
and soup. Be sure to LIKE us 
on our new Facebook 
Page—Saint Raphael 
Food Pantry / Hope 
Chest to get news and 

 

 
                     

June 21, 2015 

Offertory Regular        $4,385.00                      
Offertory Make-Up           395.00                 
Offertory Loose                734.00                   
Online Giving                  160.00             
TOTAL  $5,674.00          

Stewardship $    230.00

June 28, 2015 

Offertory Regular        $3,964.00                     
Offertory Make-Up          740.00                 
Offertory Loose                943.10                   
Online Giving                   200.00             
TOTAL $5,847.10         

Stewardship               $      45.00

July 5, 2015 

Offertory Regular      $3,437.00 
Offertory Make-Up        630.00                 
Offertory Loose              838.00 
Online Giving                 245.00             
TOTAL                     $5,220.00  

Stewardship                $    70.00

It’s VBS week! We wish everyone a fun and exciting time! We know you 
will conquer “Challenges with God’s Mighty Power”! 



                       

   Back in 1962, when I was in Grade 4, Sister 
Rose Patrick, S.S.J., split our class as 
effectively as Moses divided the Red Sea. At 
the wave of her hand, some of us found 
ourselves in Dixie and the rest of us were way 
north in Yankee territory. This split occurred 
so that we could have a personal and 
participatory experience as we continued our 
study of American history. 
   We had elections, and true to form, my side 
seceded from the Union. In short order, I was 
elected – without campaigning – to be 
Jefferson Davis. Because he was both 
dignified and dashing, I would have preferred 
the role of Gen. Robert E. Lee, but no, my 
rebel classmates chose me to be president of 
the Confederacy. Meanwhile, my best 
friend, Kevin, who had landed in the North, 
was elected to be President Abraham Lincoln. 
Even though my heart remained with New 
England and the rest of the Union, I played 
along. Sister was correct; our foray into the 
Civil War was quite a learning experience. 
   Because we were a Catholic school, there 
was no way any of us could, or would, defend 
slavery. A hateful institution, it denied 
fundamental human dignity and freedom to 
millions of blacks. But our class project 
required that we see the many sides in the 
disputes,  compromises and epic conflict that 
the South would eventually call “the War of 
Northern Aggression” and “the War between 
the States” from 1861-1865. That meant 
understanding perspectives, North and South. 
   We looked at good and bad plantation 
owners, learned that such terms have relative 
meanings dependent upon context, saw how 
good people can be caught up in hateful and 
sinful structures that dehumanize others. 
We saw how people can look the other way 
and ignore injustice before their very eyes. 
We also saw how some financiers, 
industrialists and shipping magnates 
profiteered from slavery and conflict. We saw 
how some Northern families bought their way 
out of service and how immigrant Irish 
Catholics were exploited in Union service. 
Most of all, we discovered how slavery 
caused individuals to suffer, families to be 
ripped apart. 
   We also learned how many poor white 
Southerners defended hearth and home 
through loyalty to their state. Indeed, the 
slave-owning component of the Southern 
population was small, easily outnumbered by 
poor whites. We discovered the concept of  
“states’ rights” over against federal 
dominance – an issue that continues to 
generate headlines. 
   All of this comes back to mind as our nation 
recoils in horror over the senseless and brutal 
murders of nine innocent people, all 

African-Americans at Imanuel A.M.E. 
Church in Charleston, S.C., last month. The 
alleged perpetrator, who sat and prayed with 
these good and innocent people before he 
turned his gun on them, appears to have been 
a white supremacist and was pictured with the 
old Confederate battle flag, sometimes 
mistakenly called the “Stars and Bars,” more 
correctly called “the Southern Cross.” 
   Calls have come forth to extirpate the 
presence of that flag just about everywhere: 
public buildings in the South, windows in 
Washington National Cathedral, T-shirts, 
even on the roof of the car in the 1980s 
television show “The Dukes of Hazard.” 
Some of those pushing for the elimination of 
the flag want to go further, so that the names 
of Confederate leaders and slave-holders are 
stricken from map, sign-post and school. 
Such an approach to history is narrow and 
reductive. 
   Men from the Day side of my family wore 
Union blue in the war . I’m glad the Union 
prevailed, grateful that our nation was 
stitched back together, however tenuously, 
and certainly pleased that the Emancipation 
Proclamation and the 13th Amendment 
ended slavery. History always has a 
context, and it is vital to learn from history 
instead of excising the unpleasant bits or 
painting them over. Every symbol has 
multiple, sometimes even contradictory 
meanings and interpretations, and we 
should learn from that. Even our own national 
flag, Old Glory, the Stars and Stripes, 
means different things depending upon the 
historical moment, the players and the 
situation. 
   Imagine how some Native Americans react 
to a flag that once brought them ethnic 
cleansing and attempted genocide. Slavery 
existed under the U.S. flag for more than 
eight decades. Every symbol, even the holy 

and life-giving Cross, by which we 
are saved in the blood of Christ 
himself, has positive and negative 
meanings attached to it because of 
the sometimes wildly contradictory 
actions, viewpoints and causes 
adopted by those who employ it. 
Likewise, we Yankees – even Red 
Sox Nation is part of Yankee-land in 
this sense – should remember that 
slavery existed in the North too, 
though it was eliminated earlier than 
in the South. One can visit the slave 
burial ground in Portsmouth. We 
have our own continuing struggles 
with race and identity. 

   Saint Paul knew about the meaning of 
symbols, and so he writes in his First Letter to 
the Corinthians, chapter 8, that if 
something we do hurts or offends our 
neighbor, then why would we want to do it? 
The Confederate battle flag stood for many 
things, some good and noble, but it certainly 
represented a rebel government defending 
slavery, and that ought to offend all 
Americans. 
   Recognizing legitimate First Amendment 
rights, the histor ic character  of the flag 
and the courage and attachment to home the 
Confederate flag also conveys, perhaps a 
reasonable approach would be for  the 
people of any state in which the Confederate 
flag is an issue, or their legislators, to vote on 
its public display on public property. South 
Carolina’s Senate and House have voted to do 
remove the flag, which apparently flies alone, 
not in any historical display. After the Civil 
War, the Confederate battle flag did not 
return to the Statehouse in Charleston until 
the late 1950s, a sign of opposition to civil 
rights initiatives. Schools, churches and 
museums have particular responsibilities to 
preserve and present history, and they should 
be able to do so freely with a complete 
context. As Americans, we believe in 
freedom of expression, and we know that it 
sometimes asks us to defend the right to a 
practice we do not support. Those who wish 
to fly the flag privately should be free to do 
so. As Christians who should consult Saint 
Paul’s teaching, we should see that the 
triumphal public display on public property of 
a symbol so tied to slavery hurts many a great 
deal.     
                         © Rev. Jerome Joseph Day, O.S.B.  

   From the Pastor: Fr. Jerome Joseph Day, O.S.B. 

The strange, mixed messages of  the symbols that mark our history 

Union and Confederate forces, flags flying, confront each 

other in an American Civil War battle. 


