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Saturday, 25 July                                        Saint James, Apostle 

3:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                       

4 pm  … Bette Lloyd by Jack & Colleen Byrne 

Sunday, 26 July                             XVII Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:30 am … Joan Foley by Connie Raymond 

9:30 am …  Monica Celeste Morin by Christine & Don Benner 

4:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                          

5 pm … Anne & Vincent McHugh by Mary Sullivan 

Monday, 27 July                                                                                          

12 pm … Dot, Ray, Roger Larochelle by Lil Larochelle 

Tuesday, 28 July                                                                                         

12 pm … Deceased members of the Huot family by Jane Daly 

Wednesday, 29 July                Saints Martha, Mary and Lazarus   

11:30 am … Confession & Reconciliation                                       

12 pm … Maureen St. Jean (living) by Gabrielle Cusson  

Thursday, 30 July                                 Saint Peter Chrysologus 

8:30 am … Joan Wisner by Teresa Greene                                   

Friday, 31 July                                        Saint Ignatius of Loyola  

~RECTORY CLOSED~                                                         

5:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                                    

6 pm … Pauline Nadeau (4th Anniv.) by Jocelyn Soderberg 

and Dottie DeCotis 

Saturday, 1 August                                Saint Alphonsus Liguori 

3:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                       

4 pm  … Our Parish Family 

Sunday, 2 August                         XVIII Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:30 am … Esther B. Lally by Margaret-Ann Moran 

9:30 am …  Edward Heroux by Jeannine Cote                      

4:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                          

5 pm … Raymond Lang (3rd Anniv.) by Susan Lang 

 

Sanctuary candle The sanctuary candle 
burns this week for the shooting victims of 
Chattanooga, TN. 

Monday, 27 July                                                            
7 pm … K of C—Parish Hall Classroom                   
Tuesday, 28 July                                                             
12:30 pm … Parish Nurse—Church Conf. Room      
7—8:30 pm … Bible Study—Parish Hall Classroom  

Readings for the week of  
July 26, 2015 

Monday: Ex 32:15-24, 30-34; Ps 106:19-23; Mt 
13:31-35; Tuesday: Ex 33:7-11; 34:5b-9, 28; Ps 
103:6-13; Mt 13:36-43; Wednesday: Ex 34:29-35; 
Ps 99:5-7, 9; Jn 11:19-27 or Lk 10:38-42; Thursday: 
Ex 40:16-21, 34-38; Ps 84:3-6a, 8a, 11; Mt 13:47-
53; Friday: Lv 23:1, 4-11, 15-16, 27, 34b-37; Ps 
81:3-6, 10-11ab; Mt 13:54-58; Saturday: Lv 25:1, 8
-17; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 7-8; Mt 14:1-12 
Sunday: Ex 16:2-4, 12-15; Ps 78:3-4, 23-25, 54; 
Eph 4:17, 20-24; Jn 6:24-35  

Saint Raphael 
Food Pantry On  
Monday, July 20, the 
food pantry served 27 
families and gave out 

42 bags of groceries. We are in need 
of 28 oz. cans of baked beans and 
soup. Be sure to LIKE us on our new 
Facebook Page—Saint Raphael 
Food Pantry / Hope Chest to get 
news and updates! 

 

 

July 19, 2015 

Offertory Regular           $4,398.00 
Offertory Make-Up                  195.00 
Offertory Loose                       643.00 
Online Giving                              172.00 
TOTAL                                  $,5408.00  

Stewardship                           $     87.00  

                                  

Food Pantry                            $    25.00 

  

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION          
Bishop Peter A. Libasci of Manchester 
invites all couples celebrating their 25

th
, 30

th
, 

35
th
, 40

th
, 45

th
, 50

th
 or beyond Wedding 

Anniversary (anytime during 2015), to 
attend a Special Anniversary Mass. This celebration will 
be Oct. 18, 2015 at 2 p.m., at Saint Anselm Abbey 
Church, Manchester. If you are celebrating such an 
anniversary, please contact the parish office by Aug. 6, 
2015.  We will need your last name, first names and 
mailing address. Please also indicate your special 

We have raised $9,645 towards our 
$30,000 goal. If you would like to 
contribute, please act now. Envelopes are 
located at the back of the church. Thank 

Please pray for parishioner 
Eugene Mackie, who passed 
away June 4 and whose funeral 

Mass was celebrated by P. Jerome last week.  

It’s close to harvest time! If 

you have an abundance of 
produce from your garden, 

the food pantry will gratefully 
accept it for distribution. 

Please drop off such produce before 4 p.m. on Mondays. 

Likewise, if you would like to donate cut flowers from 
your garden for our altar, please call the rectory at 

623.2604 and let us know. Thank you! 

Liturgical Police Please be wary of any suspicious activity during Masses 

and notify an usher if you notice anyone who seems up to mischief. Other 
churches have had to deal with purse snatchers. Let’s all watch out for each 
other. Do not leave handbags unattended when you come for Communion. 



                       

   Like most people, I enjoy getting together 
with old friends. The other night, I had a 
“brew and a burger” with an old journalist 
friend, and as editors are wont, we got to 
talking not just about our lives, families and 
communities but about the state of the world. 
Because, happily, this particular journalist is a 
good guy and a good Catholic, he’s interested 
in the life of the Church – and that led us to 
the question of the “new evangelization,” 
something that has concerned the last three 
popes, John Paul II, Benedict XVI and now 
Francis — and, I hope, the rest of us. 
   To my surprise, my friend told me his sister
-in-law, whose family is Hispanic, brought up 
in a large, boisterous and practicing Catholic 
family here in the U.S., is married to a British 
husband and they now live in London. For 
whatever reason, the couple converted to 
Islam – something I found both unfortunate 
and amazing but a change that my friend 
found disturbing but predictable. 
   In discussing the case, I said I presumed 
that the English fellow she married was a 
Christian, though a largely secular one. His 
wife, alas, did not ignite in her husband much 
zeal for Catholicism but they both were 
believers and they wanted to live a life 
committed to God and spiritual values. That, 
as far as it goes, is a noble aspiration, but I 
certainly believe that such a goal can be 
achieved, and achieved best, within the 
Church, the Mystical Body of Christ. 
Unfortunately, the London couple did not see 
things this way. Instead, they felt alone and 
isolated in a largely secular society. 
   For the past 20 years or more, the United 
Kingdom, alas, has become increasingly 
secular, increasingly irreligious. This is not to 
say there are not many good and decent 
people, some of whom acknowledge their 
Christian heritage, but they do no see 
themselves as living actively in relationship 
to Jesus Christ and his Church. For  some, 
in fact, Christianity is a merely a relic, and a 
toxic one at that, and society becomes free, 
open and tolerant as Christianity declines. 
   Obviously, this is not the view of the 
Catholic Church in England, Scotland, Wales 
and Northern Ireland, nor  is it the view of 
the Anglican Communion. Other Christian 
denominations, as well as Jewish, Muslim, 
Hindu, Buddhist and other communities, 
likewise resist such a view – but such an 
attitude is widespread. Indeed, the neo-atheist 
movement in Western society is strongly en  
trenched in the land where one of the Queen’s 
titles is Defender of the Faith, a title fir st 
bestowed by the pope on Henry VIII. Irony 
abounds in this situation. 
   A study by the British Humanist 
Association reports, “According to the 2011 

U.K. census, those of no religion are the 
second largest belief group, about three 
and a half times as many as all the non-
Christian religions put together – at 26.13% 
of the population. Some 16,038,229 people 
said they had ‘no religion’ with a further 
4,406,032 (7.18%) not stating a religion. 
Some 58.81% described their religion as 
Christian and 7.88% as some non-Christian 
religion. This represented a massive change 
from the 2001 Census, where 15.5% of the 
population recorded having no religion, and 
72% of the population reported being 
Christian.” 
   “In the UK, the percentage of the 
population which describes itself as belonging 
to no religion has risen from 31.4% to 
50.6% between 1983 and 2013, according 
to the British Social Attitudes Survey … . 
Among people aged between 15 and 24, the 
incidence of religious affiliation is only 
30.7%. It is only amongst the over 55s that 
the majority of respondents are religious. 
Conversely, the report found that only 41.7% 
of people in the U.K. identify as Christians 
compared to 49.9% in 2008 and 65.2% in 
1983. The Church of England has seen the 
greatest decline in its numbers; membership 
has more than halved from 40.3% of the 
population in 1983 to just 16.3% in 2014.” 
   While there are many active, committed and 
faithful Catholic parishes in the UK, as well 
as many similar communities of other 
Christians, British trends are not just 
disturbing but frightening. One area where 
religious activity is strong, however, is among 
Muslims. 
   The Muslim population of England and 
Wales is growing faster than the overall 
population, with a higher proportion of 
children and a lower ratio of elderly people, 
according to an analysis of official data. In 
2011, 2.71 million Muslims lived in England 
and Wales, compared with 1.55 million in 
2001. There were also 77,000 Muslims in 
Scotland and 3,800 in Northern Ireland. 
   The Muslim Council of Britain’s (MCB) 
study of data from the 2011 census found that 
Muslims are still a small minority of the 

overall population – one in 20. Half 
the Muslims in England and Wales 
were born there and almost three-
quarters (73%) identify themselves as 
British. Two-thirds of Muslims are 
ethnically Asian and 8% are white. 
   From a global population of 6.9 
billion in 2010, when Muslims 
account for 23.4% of the total, the 
percentage is projected to increase to 
26.4 percent in a worldwide 
population of 8.3 billion in 2030. 
The number of Muslims in the United 

States is seen growing to 6.2 million in 2030 
from today’s 2.6 million, while in the U.K. 
the Muslim population is projected to rise 
from 2.9 million, or 2% of the population 
now, to 5.6 million in 2030. 
   The issue here is not Christian-Muslim 
rivalry in numbers, although the numbers are 
consequential, but rather the presence of 
communities of committed, active and 
loving members with a compelling religious 
message to share, a message that embraces 
tradition and speaks to the contemporary 
human condition. Such people seek and 
welcome others. It is not a hard formula to 
follow; indeed the “new evangelization” will 
depend upon some of the central methods of 
the first evangelization during the earliest 
days of the Church. Most important, we have 
the truth of the fullness of God’s self-
revelation in Jesus Chr ist and his Mystical 
Body, the Church. Trends in Britain are not 
far distant from those in America. They 
should be a warning but they need not be 
determinative. We Catholics, particularly at 
the parish level, need to remember the 
importance of welcoming newcomers among 
us, inviting others to experience something of 
our Catholic faith and practice and standing 
firm and joyous in our religious identity. 
   The young man and woman who turned to 
Islam are neither bad people nor terrorists. 
They simply want to be with others whose 
faith in God matters in their lives. That’s a 
lesson we should learn here at Saint Raphael 
and everywhere else in the Catholic world. 

© Rev. Jerome Joseph Day, O.S.B. 
https://humanism.org.uk/campaigns/religion-and-
belief-some-surveys-and-statistics/ 
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Muslim demographics in Britain underline importance of  witness 


