
XIX Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B 
Hymnal #920 

  

 

Saturday, 8 August                                                 Saint Dominic 

3:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                       

4 pm  … Russell J. Deeg by Jeff Langan 

Sunday, 9 August                           XIX Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:30 am … Eileen Audet by Diane Bolton 

9:30 am …  Our Parish Family                                                  

4:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                          

5 pm … Susan Canty by Jack & Colleen Byrne 

Monday, 10 August                                                    Saint Lawrence  

12 pm … Mary Perez by Connie Raymond 

Tuesday, 11 August                                                                Saint Clare  

12 pm … Robert Hughes by Estella Hughes 

Wednesday, 12 August               Saint Jane Frances de Chantal 

11:30 am … Confession & Reconciliation                                       

12 pm … Deceased and living members of the Maccarone 

family by Mary Marszal 

Thursday, 13 August                                               Saint Pontian  

12 pm … Gordon Robertson by Richard Panzieri                  

Friday, 14 August                                    Saint Maximilian Kolbe 

~RECTORY CLOSED~                                                           

NO Confession & Reconciliation                                                    

12 pm … Thomas Panzieri by Tom, Ricky, and Tracey Panzieri  

Saturday, 15 August                     The Assumption of the B.V.M. 

3:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                       

4 pm  … Richard O’Dowd and Connie Gagne by Claire 

O’Dowd 

Sunday, 16 August                           XX Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:30 am … Our Parish Family 

9:30 am …  Lucille M. Kelley by the Kelley family                      

4:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                          

5 pm … William Canty, Sr., by Jack & Colleen Byrne 

 

Sanctuary candle The sanctuary candle burns this week 
for the Eileen Audet by Ter ry and Gus Schoquette.  

Readings for the week of  
August 9, 2015 

Monday: 2 Cor  9:6-10; Ps 112:1-2, 5-9; Jn 12:24-
26; Tuesday: Dt 31:1-8; Dt 32:3-4ab, 7-9, 12; Mt 
18:1-5, 10, 12-14; Wednesday: Dt 34:1-2; Ps 66:1-
3a, 5, 8, 16-17; Mt 18:15-20; Thursday: Jos 3:7-10a, 
11, 13-17; Ps 114:1-6; Mt 18:21 — 19:1; Friday: 
Jos 24:1-13; Ps 136:1-3, 16-18, 21-22, 24;Mt 19:3-
12 
Saturday: Vigil: 1 Chr  15:3-4, 15-16; 16:1-2; Ps 
132:6-7, 9-10, 13-14; 1 Cor 15:54b-57; Lk 11:27-28 
Day: Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab; Ps 45:10-12, 16; 1 
Cor 15:20-27; Lk 1:39-56; Sunday: Prv 9:1-6; Ps 
34:2-7; Eph 5:15-20; Jn 6:51-58  

An Important Historical Event: Aug. 6, 
2015, will mark the 70th  anniversary of 
the dropping of the atomic bomb on the 
city of Hiroshima.  Please join the parish 
book discussion group in commemorating 
this important event by reading Hiroshima 

by acclaimed journalist John Hersey.  In 1946 Hersey 
conducted extensive interviews with survivors of the bombing; 
his brilliant book follows six individuals through the bombing 
itself and its aftermath.  Their stories offer us an intimate view 
of ordinary human lives in the face of cataclysmic violence and 
suffering.  This is a book not to be missed.  We will meet on 
Thursday, August 20, at 7pm in the church conference 
room. Please come early to enjoy some refreshments.  Books 
are still available for $8 in the parish office.  

 

   August 2, 2015 

    Offertory Regular        $2.993.00 
 Offertory Make-Up               343.00 
 Offertory Loose                    605.80 
 Online Giving                       112.00 
 TOTAL                           $4,053.80  

 Stewardship                   $     10.00 

        Thank you for your support!   

Please note that all weekday 
daily Masses next week, Aug 
10 through August 14, will be 
at NOON. Confessions and 
Reconciliations will be canceled 
for Friday, August 14. 

Mark your calendars! We are 
planning a Summertime Superheroes / 
Superheroes of Faith Parish Picnic on 
Sunday, Sep. 13 following the 
9:30am Mass. Watch for more info to 
come. Want to help out? Call the 

rectory at 623.2604 or email Kerri at secretary@saint-
raphael-parish.com.  

We want to extend our 
heartfelt thank you to everyone 
who responded to our 
endeavor to assist the 
displaced victims of the fire 

that took place on Second Street on August 2. We 
received many, many items, gift cards, and monetary 
donations which will be disbursed to the families. 
Thank you to those who helped with the 
organization and sorting of the items, for sharing 
our FB post to get the word out, and to the many 
who called to offer items and assistance. We were 

Because The 
Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 
falls on a Saturday this 
year, it is not a Holy 
Day of Obligation. 
Please include your 
Holy Day envelope 
with your regular 

August 15-16 offertory. Thank you!  



                       

   In my small office at the Rectory, there is 
an icon of the Madonna:  she is Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help, and often, when I am in 
need of inspiration or solace, I think about 
what she wants to speak into my day.   
  My understanding of icons changed 
when I took a summer course on 
iconography. I have close to zero skill in 
painting and drawing, and I took that 
moment of “wow” at the possibility as a 
leading of the Spirit because otherwise, 
there was no explanation for such an 
unlikely impulse.  But still, I asked if I 
needed skills and when I was assured that 
no drawing or painting skills were needed, I 
took the plunge and headed south for a 
week’s instruction.  
   The professor, a wild-looking, 70 year old 
Russian whose English was often difficult 
to understand, made sure that we 
understood the fundamentals right from the 
beginning of class:  icons are non-verbal 
writings about spiritual truths. They are 
not paintings, hence the term iconography.  
The purpose of an icon is to convey a 
theological message, one that the viewer 
can meditate on and thereby deepen their 
faith; the purpose is not for viewers to say, 
“oh, how lovely,” and move 
on. 
   Our professor taught the 
traditional Russian method of 
the floating method, whereby 
the iconographer puts drops o 
pigment onto the surface of 
the medium and gently pushes 
it outward until the pigment 
has been absorbed by the 
layer beneath it. The first 
seven layers of gesso (a glue 
and plaster mixture) had 
thankfully been done for us, 
but the remaining fourteen 
layers of etching and egg 
tempera paint were ours to 
work on.  
   Beginners received line drawings of St. 
Michael to copy and etch onto their boards, 
while more advanced students received 
drawings of the Madonna and Child.  Each 
morning, the class would join together in a 
special prayer to the Blessed Mother  and 
to Jesus, asking for the grace to work on 
our icons in a proper spirit of love and 
thankfulness. The professor would spend 
some time discussing the meaning of 
etching we would do or the colors we 
would use that day.  
   He talked to us about the energy of the 

angels and of evil in the 
world, and of the 
sanctifying power of the 
Incarnation and atoning 
sacrifice of our Lord. Then 
we would begin, dipping 
our brushes into the little 
dishes of egg tempera 
paints over and over, 
putting the paint droplet by 
droplet onto the area of the 
icon we were working on, 
and gently pushing each 
droplet outwards until it 
was absorbed by the layer 
beneath it.  
   Over and over we did 
this, eight hours a day, five days of the 
week, as we learned that the hands always 
point upwards towards heaven, that brown 
symbolizes earthly things and blue 
heavenly ones, that red stands for the 
passion and gold for God’s eternal light. 
Every single aspect of an icon has 
symbolism to meditate on and draw the 
viewer toward a closer understanding of 
God. 
   Icons are, of course, metaphors for our 

own lives. Because we are 
made in the image of God 
(Gen. 1:27), our lives are 
intended to reflect truths 
about God’s desires for 
the world, God’s work 
in the world, and God’s 
love for the world.  St. 
Paul writes, “You have 
stripped off the old self 
with its practices and have 
clothed yourselves with 
the new self, which is 
being renewed in 
knowledge according to 
the image of its 
Creator,” (Col. 3:9b-10) 
and “ We know that all 

things work together for good for those 
who love God, who are called according to 
his purpose.  For those whom he foreknew 
he also predestined to be conformed to the 
image of his Son, in order that he might be 
the firstborn within a large family.” (Rom. 
8:28f)   
   The purpose of all this, St. Paul writes to 
the Corinthians, is so that believers can 
become ministers “of reconciliation; that is, 
in Christ God was reconciling the world to 
himself, not counting their trespasses 
against them, and entrusting the message of 

reconciliation to us. So we 
are ambassadors for 
Christ, since God is 
making his appeal through 
us.” (2 Cor. 5:18b-20) 
   There are many tasks in 
life that take endless 
patience and a willingness 
to become absorbed in 
work for which we don’t 
necessarily know the 
outcome.  Parenting, 
employment, volunteer 
work, prayer and 
reflection:  all these take 
patience to bear fruit, and 
we don’t really know 

exactly what that fruit will be.  We can only 
hope and place our faith in God.   
   Like an icon, life is not a matter of 
artistry, it’s a matter of devotion to our 
Lord and to our work, of walking the path 
that God has set before us and of being true 
to God’s desires for us.  Just as an icon 
become a spiritual reality as the 
iconographer works, line by line, drop by 
drop, brush stroke by brush stroke, so to do 
we become a particular reality in God’s 
creation as he works in our hearts.  The 
question always is, what do we allow God 
to write onto our hearts?  How do we 
express the love, steadfastness, sacrifice 
and creativity that God shows in the world?    
   Each one of us bears a partial image, an 
imperfect reflection of who God is.  With 
every experience we undergo, whether 
those experiences are joyful or difficult:  
drop by drop, brush stroke by brush stroke, 
God is turning us into icons that tell his 
story to anyone who encounters us.  It is 
when we open our hearts as canvases for 
God to work on that he can turn us into 
images of what he wants people to know 
about him, reflections of the eternal truth of 
his love for all his people.   
   “The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow 
to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
The Lord is good to all, and his compassion 
is over all that he has made.” (Ps. 145:9f) 

                                       © Anna Wallich 
      

   From the Pastoral Assistant: Anna Wallich 

What God Writes on Our Hearts 


