
XXII Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B 
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Saturday, 29 August                Passion of Saint John the Baptist  

3:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                       

4 pm  … Charles Richard by Simone Richard 

Sunday, 30 August                        XXII Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:30 am … Eileen Audet by Irene Rioux 

9:30 am …  Marguerite Doherty by Barbara Doherty & Family 

4:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                          

5 pm … Our Parish Family 

Monday, 31 August                                                                               

12 pm … John Piazza (living) by Kerri Stanley 

Tuesday, 1 September                                                                                                 

12 pm … Clyde J. Baker by Margaret-Ann Moran 

Wednesday, 2 September                                       

11:30 am … Confession & Reconciliation                                       

12 pm … Jen Pereira (living) by Kathy Gunther 

Thursday, 3 September                         Saint Gregory the Great 

8:30 am … Don & Rita DeCotis by Dottie DeCotis                  

Friday, 4 September                                              

 ~RECTORY CLOSED~                                                         

5:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                                    

6 pm … Edward Houle (1st Anniv.) by the Guptill family 

Saturday, 5 September                       Blessed Teresa of Calcutta   

3:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                       

4 pm  … Arthur Smet (37th Anniv.) by Cynthia Hobbs 

Sunday, 6 September                   XXIII Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:30 am … Jeannine R. Untiet by Lionel & Lilllian Coulon 

9:30 am …  Monica Morin by Claude & Irene Morin            

4:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                          

5 pm … Our Parish Family 

 

Sanctuary candle The sanctuary candle burns this 
week for Yvon Brunette by his wife, Betty June, and 
the Brunette family.  

Monday, 31 August                                                         
7—8 pm … Food Pantry                                                 
Tuesday, 1 September                                                            
12:30 pm …  Parish Nurse—Church Conference 

Please pray for parishioner             
Irene T. (DeSchuiteneer)
Bedard, who passed away 

Aug. 21. P. Jerome celebrated her funeral Mass Wednesday.  

Readings for the week of August 30, 2015 

Monday: 1 Thes 4:13-18; Ps 96:1, 3-5, 11-13; Lk 4:16-30 
Tuesday: 1 Thes 5:1-6, 9-11; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Lk 4:31-37 
Wednesday: Col 1:1-8; Ps 52:10-11; Lk 4:38-44 
Thursday: Col 1:9-14; Ps 98:2-6; Lk 5:1-11 
Friday: Col 1:15-20; Ps 100:1b-5; Lk 5:33-39 
Saturday: Col 1:21-23; Ps 54:3-4, 6, 8; Lk 6:1-5 
Sunday: Is 35:4-7a; Ps 146:7-10; Jas 2:1-5; Mk 7:31-37  

 

 
 
 

August 23, 2015 
 

               Offertory Regular    $  3,722.50 
               Offertory Make-Up                    596.00 
               Offertory Loose                     838.50 
               Offertory Online Giving                       250.00 
               Total:                $ 5,406.50 
 

              Stewardship                $      70.00 
                  

            Assumption of Mary        240.00 
  Assumption of Mary Online Giving        10.00  
     Total Assumption of Mary:         $     250.00 
      

                                
              Thank you for your generosity! 

Our ANNUAL ALTAR SERVER OUTING 
will be Saturday, Sep. 12 at 1pm at Mel’s 
Funway Park on Route 3A in Litchfield. We 
will meet at the rectory at 12:30pm for 
carpoolers, or altar servers can meet us at 
Mel’s at 1 pm. Please RSVP this coming 
week to Ker r i at secretary@saint-raphael-
parish.com so we can get a count of who will 

attend. Thank you!  

Saint Raphael Food Pantry 
On  Monday, August 24, the food 
served 45 families and gave out 80 
bags of groceries. Be sure to LIKE us on 
our new Facebook Page—Saint 

Raphael Food Pantry / Hope Chest to get news 
and updates! 

Mark your calendars! We are 
planning a Summertime 
Superheroes / Superheroes of 
Faith Parish Picnic on Sunday, 
Sep. 13 following the 9:30am 
Mass. We would welcome your 
help to make this a fun, 
successful, memorable event. 
We will have a small Penny Sale 
and fun-filled activities are 

planned. Call the rectory at 623.2604 or email Kerri at                 
secretary@saint-raphael-parish.com for more information 
and to discuss how you can help.  



                       

   This summer, considerable discussion has 
emerged over three topics: the sale of medical 
supplies, the fate of a lion and the destruction 
of an old building. That’s the way one might 
phrase these issues if one were trying to 
evade the thorny particulars in each case – but 
each topic actually cuts very close to things 
that should matter to every Catholic and, 
indeed, to all men and women of good will. 
   For more than a month, a great deal of 
controversy has developed, at least among 
those who follow pro-life activities, over 
secretly made films that record discussions by 
officials of the national Planned Parenthood 
organization. The films, made the same way 
investigative reporters seek to document any 
hidden activities that need to be opened up for 
public discussion, reveal an extensive trade in 
fetal tissue under the auspices of Planned 
Parent and available in the wake of abortion. 
   Obviously those of us who recognize the 
reality of human life in utero would see 
such “fetal tissue” as the body parts from 
unborn infants. That Planned Parenthood, 
which purports to be simply a provider of an 
extensive array of women’s health services 
and which enjoys substantial federal funding, 
would augment its coffers through such sales 
is shocking and disturbing. The films have 
exposed not only the commercialization of 
the bodies of infants but they reveal the 
callous and jocular attitudes of those engage 
in the sale. It is a far cry from concern for 
women’s health, and the films have made 
virtually all the primary candidates for the 
2016 U.S. presidential race squeamish. These 
films make the consequences of abortion, all 
the consequences, hard to ignore. 
   Around the same time that the first of these 
fetal tissue sale films emerged, news arrived 
of the killing of a beloved African lion by an 
American dentist on safari. Walter Palmer, 
from the Minneapolis area, paid for a license 
to kill a lion, something permitted in certain 
circumstances under Zimbabwean law. 
   The slain lion was Cecil, a favorite in 
Hwange National Park, an animal featured 
in several wildlife studies and films. Cecil, 13 
years old and distinctive because of his jet 
black mane, was lured out of the protected 
domain of the park into open territory, where 
he was shot first by a crossbow wielded by 
Palmer, then tracked and gunned down by 
Palmer some days later. Cecil was “beheaded, 
according to [Zimbabwean] conservation 
officials, [and] his corpse left to rot in the 
sun,” reported The New York Times on July 
28. 
Palmer not only bagged the lion but kindled a 
firestorm of anger, denunciation and 
resentment – sufficient for him to take down 
his social media website and close his 

practice. 
   This past 
week, ISIS, 
the so-called 
Islamic State 
in Syria bent 
on 
establishing a 
theocratic 

caliphate and extirpating any Muslim, 
Christian or other rivals to their ideology, 
posted photographs of the destruction of a 
nearly 2,000-year-old temple in Palmyra, 
one of the great centers of antiquities in the 
world. Any image of the divine, any shrine to 
a god, no matter how ancient, no matter what 
history, is fair game to ISIS – and why not? 
This same group has brutally tortured and 
executed men, women and children simply 
for being Christians, Shia Muslims or 
members of other religious groups who refuse 
to submit to the brand of Sunni Islam ISIS 
endorses. 
   Their most recent victim was Khaled al-
As’ad, 82, the former  general manager  for  
antiquities and museums in Palmyra, a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site, and one of the 
world’s leading archaeologists. 
   Are these incidents just disturbing headlines 
from this summer or do they speak to a bigger 
problem? Despite differences, these issues 
reveal the preference for selfish agendas over 
genuine human values. The sanctity of 
human life and the value of human 
achievement are forced to give way to limited 
perspectives enforced by power and 
opportunity. The lives of individuals often 
take a back seat in media attention and public 
imagination to stories that pull at our heart 
strings or our aesthetic or historical sense. 
   Certainly, the destruction of artistic, 
archaeological, scientific or historic value, is 
criminal. The head of UNESCO, the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization, called destruction of the pagan 
temple “a new war crime and an immense 
loss for the Syrian people and for humanity.” 
To deny a people knowledge of and access to 
their past, a past with implications for all 
mankind, is colossal arrogance and greed. 
   The loss of Cecil is lamentable on several 
levels. A beautiful animal, much loved and 
appreciated by wildlife enthusiasts, 
conservation officials, world visitors and the 
Zimbabwean people, has been destroyed for 

personal amusement. Moreover, the ease with 
which wildlife and environmental protection 
laws can be circumvented should concern 
everyone. Not just Zimbabwe but the world 
has a stake in preserving the gift of God’s 
creation. Catholics in par ticular  should 
understand, as Pope Francis makes clear in 
his new encyclical Laudato Si, that the world 
is neither a toy nor  a cash pot for private 
individuals, economic groups or nations. It is 
a gift we hold in trust for all mankind. 
   The most egregious destruction in my 
opinion is the one that received the least 
public attention. While most of the uproar 
over the sale of fetal tissue centered on the 
inappropriateness of the attitudes of Planned 
Parenthood officials captured on film, the real 
tragedy lies in how those parts came to exist 
in the first place. The body parts of unborn 
babies are available for sale because, of 
course, organizations and individuals profit 
from the destruction of those unborn 
babies by the millions year  after  year  due 
to permissive abortion laws in this country in 
the wake of the 1973 Roe v. Wade Supreme 
Court decision and subsequent judicial 
judgments. 
   Many unwanted pregnancies exist and 
almost all pregnancies are challenging – but 
pregnancy is the way God provides for the 
birth of human beings, who have an 
obligation to behave responsibly both before 
and after conception occurs. Human life is a 
continuum of development from 
conception to natural death, and humanity 
does not somehow emerge the moment a fetus 
hits the air at birth. If American society is 
disturbed by the death of a noble and beloved 
lion or angered by the destruction of an 
ancient temple, as it should be, should it not 
also be alarmed, even outraged by the killing 
unborn babies —whatever happens to their 
body parts? The folly of Cecil the lion is not 
that his head has likely become a stuffed 
trophy somewhere, but that he was killed. The 
loss of the Palmyra temple is not that it now 
sits as a pile of rubble but that it was 
dynamited. And the tragedy exposed by the 
Planned Parenthood film is not so much the 
trade in body parts, foul as that is, as the 
destruction of innocent unborn infants. 

© Rev. Jerome Joseph Day, O.S.B. 

   From the Pastor: Fr. Jerome Joseph Day, O.S.B. 

Different losses: Cecil the lion, an ancient temple and unborn infants 


