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Saturday, 12 September                  The Most Holy Name of Mary 

3:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                       

4 pm  … Katherine Jaskolka by Al & Barbara Heidenreich 

Sunday, 13 September                 XXIV Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:30 am … Clayton Raymond by Connie Raymond 

9:30 am …  Our Parish Family                                                  

4:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                          

5 pm … Frank Connolly by James & Joan Connolly 

Monday, 14 September            The Exaltation of the Holy Cross     

12 pm … Dot, Ray, & Roger Larochelle by Lil Larochelle 

Tuesday, 15 September                              Our Lady of the Sorrows                                                                                

12 pm … Robert Hughes by Estella Hughes 

Wednesday, 16 September           Saints Cornelius and Cyprian 

11:30 am … Confession & Reconciliation                                       

12 pm … Ruth Jennings by Margaret-Ann Moran 

Thursday, 17 September  Sts. Hildegarde & Robert Bellarmine   

8:30 am … Brian K. Stanley (10th Anniv.) by Kerri Stanley 

Friday, 18 September                                                             

5:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                                    

6 pm … William Wisner III by Teresa Greene 

Saturday, 19 September                  The Most Holy Name of Mary 

3:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                       

4 pm  … Charles Richard by Simone Richard 

Sunday, 20 September                  XXV Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:30 am … Anne & David Foley by Connie Raymond 

9:30 am … Lucille M. Kelley by the Kelley family                

4:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                          

5 pm … Our Parish Family 

 

Sanctuary candle The sanctuary candle burns this 
week for grandparents in the Riley, Biser, and Harlow 
families by Bill & Mary Ellen Biser . 

Sunday, 20 September                                                  
11 am—3pm … SuperHeroes Picnic           
Monday, 14 September                                                         
7—8 pm … Food Pantry                                                  
7 pm … Parish Council Meeting—Pastor’s Classroom                                     
Tuesday, 15 September                                                            
12:30 pm … Parish Nurse—Church Conference Room                                                                               
Thursday, 17 September                
7 pm … Book Group Discussion / Dinner—Parish 

Save the dates! The Pastor’s Class, fall 

session, will meet on Tuesday, Oct. 20 and 

27, and Nov. 3 and 10 at 7pm. To mark the 

50th anniversary of the dedication of the 

new church at Saint Raphael Parish, Fr. 

Jerome will facilitate a discussion of the 

meaning of sacred space and church 

architecture.  We will explore the biblical roots of worship 

space, Church teaching, history of ecclesiastical architecture, 

design and construction of the churches at Saint Raphael and 

Saint Anselm and at least one new church project under way 

now in NH. We expect to have a guest speaker or two. The 

class will be in The Pastor’s Classroom in the parish hall.  Please 

call the parish office at 623-2604 or email secretary@saint-

raphael-parish.com if you plan to attend! We’d love to see 

PARISH PICNIC Please join us for our 
Summertime Superheroes / Superheroes of 
Faith Parish Picnic Sunday, Sept. 13 from 
11am—3pm.  

Can you count to 4?     

Do you love music?    

Do you know your right hand from 

your left?                              

Are you between the ages of 12 

and 102? 

If you’ve answered “yes” to those questions, here’s some 

fantastic news! 

You’ve met the qualifications necessary to play in our 

new SRP HANDCHIME CHOIR! 

Join us for our first rehearsal on Oct. 8th from 

6:15-7:15pm. 

We'll get started with learning the basics, and playing 

along to familiar hymns and songs. 

You'll have some fun and great fellowship, and find out 

how addicting playing the handchimes can be! 

If you would like more information or would like to join 

in the fun of playing handchimes, please contact Susan 

Papinsick at spapinsick@comcast.net. 

Parish Pastoral Council The 

Parish Council will meet Monday, 
Sep. 14 at 7pm in the Parish Hall 

classroom. 



                       

    A few years ago, one of my old students 
approached me at a Saint Anselm College 
reunion. He clearly was excited and wanted 
question me about something that he had 
heard, something he found rather incredible. 
   “It’s true, Father! I can’t believe it. You, 
you know, you and the other monks here have 
a relic of the True Cross!” he declared. 
  “Yes, Michael, I’m told we do, 
though I’ve never seen the 
authenticating paperwork about 
it,” said I, with just a slight touch 
of journalistic suspicion in my 
voice. 
   “No, you do, Father. I’ve seen 
it. Father Mathias took some of us 
to the church to see it. You do! 
You really do!” 
   For a young guy who works in 
law enforcement, I found 
Mike’s enthusiasm and sense of belief 
refreshing and restorative. He’s a great 
fellow, married to a first-class gal, and they 
are both learning the ropes as new parents. 
Somewhere, somehow Michael had learned 
the Catholic appreciation of relics and it 
helped animate his own faith. 
   Such appreciation is constitutive of human 
life. Men and women, throughout the 
centuries, have used “things” for different 
purposes – to worship, to eat, to dress, to 
protect, to build and to entertain. Even our 
bodies, after death, become a kind of object – 
awaiting reunion with the soul at the general 
resurrection of the dead. In the meantime, 
fragments of hair, bone and even clothing can 
become important reminders of the life and 
holiness of an individual whom the Church 
has declared a saint or whom Christians in 
any given area believe to be holy in an 
extraordinary degree. 
   It’s easy to see why Michael would be 
charged up by news that a relic of the True 
Cross. (Relic from the Emperor Justinian, 
Saint Peter’s, Rome, above) With relics, we 
experience, in the real-time present, 
something deeply involved in the story of 
faith from the past. With relics, we sense 
the reality of martyrdom, the beauty of 

service, the depth of commitment to Christ. 
There is a genuine sense of immediacy. With 
relics, we feel the sweep of Christian history, 
something that has shaped the world for the 
past 2,000 years. 
   During our Saint Raphael Routes/Roots of 
Faith pilgrimage to Italy in 2012, I was 
moved to see relics, usually bone fragments, 

from the bodies of Saint Francis of 
Assisi, Saint Anthony of Padua and 
Saint Catherine of Siena. How moving 
it was to see the crypts at Saint Peter’s 
Basilica in Rome, where the remains of 
“the Big Fisherman” are venerated, as 
well as the crypt at the Basilica of 
Saint Benedict at Monte Casino, where 
the bodies of Saint Benedict and his 
sister, Saint Scholastica have been 
interred. 
   The Church will celebrate the Feast 

of the Triumph of the Cross tomorrow, 
Sept. 14. The day commemorates the 
finding of the Cross on which Jesus Christ 
was crucified on Mount Calvary outside 
Jerusalem around the year 33 A.D. The cross 
was discovered by ancient archeologists in 
326 A.D. working for the Empress Helena, 
mother of the Emperor Constantine. 
Constantine, the Western emperor (bronze 
statue left, York England), and 
Licinius, the Eastern emperor, 
granted toleration to Christians 
in 313 A.D. (15th Century 
illumination, above) 
   Relics of the True Cross are 
so numerous, some folks joke, 
that if they were all authentic, 
the cross of our blessed Lord 
would have been 40 stories 
high! Sometimes, var ious 
objects acquire the patina of 
history and even are regarded 
by local communities as real 
relics because they are so old. 
Alas, not all purported relics 
are the real thing, and, generally, the Church 
has been cooperative with reputable 
authorities seeking to make scientific 
inquiries. As detailed in CNN’s Finding 
Jesus series earlier this year, a portion of a 
cross, said to be from the True Cross and 
given by the pope seven centuries ago to an 
Irish king, was carbon-dated at Oxford and 
found to be from the 11th century, not 
Christ’s 1st century, so sometimes testing 
undermines claims made for relics. 
   When I spoke to Mike at the reunion, I 
certainly was pleased he was interested in our 
relics of the True Cross. Both the abbey at 
Saint Anselm and the parish here at Saint 
Raphael have them. Ours is displayed on 
Good Friday and on the Feast of the Triumph 

of the Cross in front of the altar. 
   I emphasized, however, it is the meaning of 
the Cross, a meaning still available to us in 
the Eucharist, that is the endur ing truth of 
the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. The redeeming 
sacrifice of love, the offering of the whole of 
his life, Jesus continues to offer to the Father 
in expiation and atonement for our sins. Now 
risen into eternal glory, Jesus continues to 
offer his sacrifice and we, as members of his 
Mystical Body, are taken up into it. 
Moreover, the sacrifice Jesus makes embraces 
all the crosses we, his adopted brothers and 
sisters, continue to carry: a beloved parent 
with dementia, a son whose behavior and 
attitudes have gone off the rails, a daughter 

with an unwanted pregnancy, 
a spouse newly unemployed, 
a brother or sister wrestling 
with alcoholism or another 
addiction, a friend with a 
marriage falling apart or any 
of the other painful, confusing 
and difficult challenges we 
face. As Frank Silecchia, the 
worker who found the 9/11 
Cross at the World Trade 
Center in the wake of the 
disaster, “The cross means 
hope, comfort. …. Terrorism 
took down the towers, but 
faith rebuilt our 

hearts.”  (9/11 Cross, New York, above) 
   The victory of Christ’s Cross, its triumph 
and exaltation, are signs to us of hope – that 
we too, in Christ, can conquer and transcend 
our pain, suffering and loss! And I can almost 
hear Michael thinking that any physical 
object, rightly used and understood, that helps 
us come to know and share in Christ’s 
triumph has a rightful place as a relic. 
                     © Rev. Jerome Joseph Day, O.S.B. 
 

   From the Pastor: Fr. Jerome Joseph Day, O.S.B. 

Triumph of  the Cross reveals ‘true crosses,’ real victories in our lives 



 

 
 
 

September 6, 2015 
 

               Offertory Regular    $  3,518.70 
               Offertory Make-Up                    569.00 
               Offertory Loose                     797.70 
               Offertory Online Giving                       325.00 
               Total:                $ 5,209.70 
 

              Stewardship                $      35.00 
                  

            Food Pantry / Hope Chest               $    355.00   
   

                                
              Thank you for your generosity! 

September 12, 2015 

We are getting there!  Our goal this year is 

to raise $30,000 and we have raised $9,645 
to date! You can give through a pledge, 

become a sustaining donor with a monthly 

gift or give once a year. Every dollar is important. Every 

gift brings hope. As you’re considering your donation, 

please keep in mind that Catholic Charities serves 1-in-13 

people throughout NH. To do that, we need your 

continued support. Thank you! 

Every Envelope 

Counts! Please 
remember to return 
your weekly 
contribution 
envelopes for the 

times when you have been away from Saint Raphael this 
summer. The need to fulfill our obligation to support our 
parish is clear, and regular expenses occur whether we 
are in the pews here or not. Your help in this effort will 
be greatly appreciated! 

Thank you to Those serving in the 

U.S. Armed Forces. Please keep 

them in your prayers, especially: 

Kenneth Breuder, 

Philip Breuder, 

Nicholas Doherty and Danielle Wells. If you 

have a family member serving and would like to add his or her 

name to our list, please let us know! 

Saint Raphael Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry was closed on 
September 7 in observance of Labor 
Day. We are in need of paper bags and 
canned fruit. Be sure to LIKE us on our 

new Facebook Page—Saint Raphael Food Pantry / 
Hope Chest to get news and updates! 

Readings for the week of September 12, 2015 

Monday: Nm 21:4b-9; Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-38; Phil 2:6-11; Jn 3:13-17 
Tuesday: 1 Tm 3:1-13; Ps 101:1b-3ab, 5-6; Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-
35 
Wednesday: 1 Tm 3:14-16; Ps 111:1-6; Lk 7:31-35 
Thursday: 1 Tm 4:12-16; Ps 111:7-10; Lk 7:36-50 
Friday: 1 Tm 6:2c-12; Ps 49:6-10, 17-20; Lk 8:1-3 
Saturday: 1 Tm 6:13-16; Ps 100:1b-5; Lk 8:4-15 
Sunday: Wis 2:12, 17-20; Ps 54:3-8; Jas 3:16 — 4:3; Mk 9:30-37  

 
 
 

PRO-LIFE BANQUET 
New Hampshire Right to Life 

invites you to a fundraising banquet featuring 
JOSHUA EDMUNDS 

Director of Education at Georgia Right to Life. 
A university lecturer, Joshua Edmunds is a passionate 

proponent of PERSONHOOD, the key to pro-life victory. 

Oct. 8, 2015, Reception: 5:30 p.m., Dinner 6:45-9 p.m. 
Executive Court, South Mammoth Road, Manchester. 

Advance reservations only 
More information on the website at www.nhrtl.org 

or call Jane Cormier, 603-230-8136 
       
  Saint Raphael Parish will purchase a table but if 
you would like to attend and sit at our table, please let 
us know. Tickets are $30 each. Call 623.2604 or email    

The Sisters of Holy Cross 
Fall Fair will take place on 
Saturday, Oct. 17 from 
9am—3:30 pm at Holy Cross 
Center, 357 Island Pond 

Road, Manchester. There will be a Penny Sale, crafts, 
games and more! 

Happy Birthday! Come celebrate with the 

parish book group at its turns 11 years 

old. We'll have a light supper together in the 

parish hall at 6pm on Thursday, September 17 

and then watch To Kill a Mockingbird, starring Gregory Peck 

as Atticus Finch.  This promises to be a great evening of food, 

conversation, and fellowship, so please join us!  Call 

603.623.2604 to register, so we can plan our menu! 

http://www.nhrtl.org/
tel:603-623-2604


XXV Sunday in Ordinary Time 

The Top 10 Reasons to Join the SRP Choir:  
1. You always have a reserved seat for Christmas and Easter Mass.  

2. It’s been proven that people who are involved in music live longer, happier and healthier lives..  

3. Are you interested in making new friends? You’ll find us harmonious, inspiring and only occasionally 

off-key!  

4. Intellectual stimulation- when you sing, you are using both sides of your brain simultaneously.  

5. From the choir loft, you can see who's nodding off and give them grief after Mass.  

6. You will no longer have to complain, "Church is so impersonal, I don't know anyone in my parish."  

7. 2,000 years of liturgical music tradition can't be wrong.  

8. Choir parties! They’re lots of fun!  

9. “To Sing is to pray twice!” (From the beloved Saint 

Augustine)  

And by far, the most important reason of them all!  

10. Serving our Lord!  

(With all He does for us, it’s just a little giving back to Him!)  

A NEW CHOIR SEASON IS ABOUT TO BEGIN AND  

WE NEED YOUR VOICE!  

Please consider joining the SRP Choir.  

The SRP Choir is open to all adults and youth over the age of 13.  

Absolutely no previous music experience necessary.  

What is necessary is a love of God, music and fellowship.  

Rehearsals begin Thursday, Sept. 17, at 7:30 pm  

For further information please contact Susan Papinsick at spapinsick@comcast.net  

or Kerri Stanley at the rectory at 623-2604  


