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First Sunday of Advent 

  

Saturday, 28 November                                                           

3:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                        

4 pm  … Our Parish Family 

Sunday, 29 November                                   First Sunday of Advent  

7:30 am … Charlie Young by Arlene Ackerson 

9:30 am … Luke Dambach by Joe, Christine & Jack Dambach 

4:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                           

5 pm … Dot Dery by Mary Dery 

Monday, 30 November                                          Saint Andrew    

12 pm … Roger Kerouac by Leona Kerouac 

Tuesday, 1 December                                                              

12 pm … Delores O’Rourke by Elizabeth Breuder 

Wednesday, 2 December          

6:30 pm … Fr. Stephen Lundrigan (living) by P. Jerome 

Thursday, 3 December                               Saint Francis Xavier                                         

8:30 am … William G. Hall by P. Jerome 

Friday, 4 December                               Saint John Damascene                                                   

5:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                                      

6 pm … Eileen Audet by Richard & Noella Coulon              

6:35 pm … Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Saturday, 5 December                                                                    

3:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                        

4 pm  … Dot, Ray, & Roger Larochelle by Lil Larochelle 

Sunday, 6 December                                Second Sunday of Advent  

7:30 am … Geraldine Kornichuck by P. Jerome 

9:30 am … Our Parish Family 

4:30 pm … Confession & Reconciliation                                           

5 pm … Deceased members of the Byrne & Walsh families by 

Eileen Byrne 

Sanctuary candle The sanctuary candle burns this 
week for Pope Francis by Mikki Margaritis. 

Sunday, 29 November                                                              
10:30 am … Coffee & Donuts —Parish Hall                          
Monday, 30 November                                                         
6:30—8 pm … Youth Ministry/Gr. 6-12—Parish Hall                
7—8 pm … Food Pantry                                                              
Tuesday, 1 December                                                             
12:30 pm … Parish Nurse—Church Conf Room                            
6:30 pm … Parish Finance Council Meeting—Parish Hall 
Classroom                                                            
Thursday, 3 December                                                                       
6:15 pm … Hand Bell Choir Practice                                                  
7:30 pm … Choir Practice  

Happy Birthday! Thank you to everyone 

who joined us for cake and ice cream 

following the 9:30 am Nov. 22 Mass, when we 

marked the 50th anniversary of our parish 

church building’s construction. Father Jerome 

led the community in toasting our forefears in 

faith and prayed that God give us all a share 

in the devotion and dedication of those who constructed our 

church building half a century ago. Congratulations also to Brooke 

Harnden and Acacia Mailloux, invested as altar servers at the 

Christ the King 9:30am Mass last weekend and to David Houle, 

Matthew McCormick, Isaac Mailloux, and Padge Provost who 

received their Saint Benedict crucifixes for serving more than two 

years in the parish. Deep thanks also to everyone who carried flags 

during our Christ the King Procession of the Nations: the Baker, 

Harnden, Kubik-Valente, 

McCormick, Photiades, Provost, 

and Smith families. Finally, a shout 

out to George and Linda D’Orazio, 

and Corey Gillooly for coordinating 

and cooking at brunch, and to all 

who helped serve and clean up 

afterward.  

Saint Raphael Parish will celebrate its annual 

Advent Evening of Music and Reflection 
on Tuesday, Dec. 8, at 7 pm. We will have a variety of 
musical selections from various groups and individuals, 
interspersed with reflective readings related to the 
Advent season. Parishioners and members of the wider 

community are invited to a candlelight evening of prayer and beauty 

as we open the Jubilee Year of Mercy in our parish. Come and bring 

your friends to this beautiful tradition of Saint Raphael. All welcome! 

Seeking Christmas Choir Singers. Do you like to sing? Would you like 
to sing in our choir for the Christmas Eve Vigil Mass?  Practice is held on 
Thursday night from 7:30-8:45 with a warm-up prior to 9:30 Mass. Please 
contact Susan Papinsick at spapinsick@comcast.net for more info or come 
to a rehearsal and check us out.   

Parish Finance 
Council will meet 

Tuesday, Dec. 1 at 
7pm in the parish hall 

classroom. Parishioners 

are always welcome.  

Daily 

Reflections 

for   Advent 

&  Christmas 
Booklets are 
available in the 
nook for $20. 

Thank you on my 25th anniversary of monastic 
vows Special thanks to all those who participated in the 

surprise celebration after the 9.30 a.m. Mass Nov. 15 to mark 

the 25th anniversary of my first monastic vows on Nov. 10, 

1990, and the 20th anniversary of the ordination to the 

priesthood on June 3, 1995, such a delight. Likewise, my 

thanks to all those who sent cards, remembrances and 

good wishes. Know that you have my continued gratitude 

and the promise of remembrance at Mass and in my prayers. And I shall 

rely on yours. 



                       

   New Hampshire Public Radio had a show 
on the other night that I found fascinating. 
The speakers were describing how language 

gives our thinking process 
new ways to, well, think.  
For example, by knowing 
what the word “deduction” 
means, we can begin to think 
logically about how concepts 

and claims affect us. As we join the whole 
Church in entering into the mind and spirit of 
the holy season of Advent, we are reminded 
frequently in our readings from Sacred 
Scripture of the importance of “waiting.” 
   Anyone who has ever cooled his heels in a 
doctor’s office knows how difficult waiting 
is. Or anyone standing in line at the 
supermarket checkout counter when the cash 
register malfunctions, or the customer who 
wants a price check, knows the same anguish. 
How about waiting for a light to change in 
heavy traffic somewhere downtown or getting 
stuck on I-93? We all know the stress of 
waiting. 
   In our technological age, we are not skilled 
at waiting. We press a button, or move a 
mouse on a pad, and voilá, we have access 
to the intellectual riches of the British 
Library, the Library of Congress and the 
Geisel Library of Saint Anselm College! We 
can see close-ups of the great paintings and 
sculpture of the world. We do not have to 
wait to hear current hits or see rare archival 
films; we can just visit You Tube or similar 
web sites. Our meals can come to us via 
microwave ovens in a matter  of minutes, 
and fast food restaurants are ubiquitous. Just 
about everything these days is fast, 
immediate, presto! 
   Yet waiting does us great good, and Advent 
is a season all about waiting. I was thinking 
about words that suggest waiting, perhaps not 
perfect synonyms but words that extend our 
understanding of the purpose and 
implications of waiting – and yield, in the 
bargain, a pretty good column idea. 
   To wait means that we expect someone or 
something to happen. Usually, that waiting 
affects us to a greater or lesser degree. 
Certainly, we wait the coming of Christ at 
Christmas, so these upcoming four weeks of 

Advent, a ter m der ived from Latin and 
meaning “the coming,” prepare us for the 
multiple ways Jesus Christ comes to us. We 
look forward to the Church’s annual 
commemoration of the birth of Christ, his 
birthday, set by tradition on Dec. 25. We 
know that we must prepare for his coming at 
the end of the ages, when the Lord comes 
in power and glory to judge the world and 
complete his kingdom and submit it to the 
Eternal Father. 
   Happily, waiting is not necessarily a passive 
action. Another  way of expressing 
“waiting” is through “preparing,” a word 
that suggests active steps to welcome or 
receive. Just as the farmer prepares for the 
barrenness of winter by spring planting, 
summer irrigating and fall harvesting, so we 
organize our lives knowing, too, that Christ 
will come to us at our own deaths, which 
likewise is our entry into eternity. We also 
recognize that Christ comes to us in all the 
ordinary ways of Christian life – in his 
biblical Word, in his Sacraments, especially 
his Body and Blood, in his Church and 
Mystical Body, and in the face of our  
neighbor in need. 
   Waiting, as I mentioned earlier, usually is 
expecting. We wait for the rain after a dry 
spell, confident that nature will not disappoint 
us. We wait for graduation day, recognizing 
that it will come if we take responsibility for 
our own education. We wait for the birth of a 
child, recognizing that in the ordinary course 
of events, a baby arrives in nine months. 

   Our expectations are rooted 
in human experience or in 
an authority that does not 
disappoint. Consequently, 
ancient Israel looked forward 
to the birth of a savior, a 
redeemer, a messiah who 
would rescue God’s chosen 
people from oppression and 
suffering. For Israel, 
expectations were rooted in 
the words of the prophets, 
especially great figures such 
as Zechariah, Zephaniah, 
Amos, Joel and, especially, 

Isaiah. In calling Israel to 
repentance, their words 
reminded her of God’s 
mercies in the past, all the 
saving acts of the past: 
freedom from slavery, 
revelation of the divine 
Name, formation as a people, 
the gift of the Law, rescue 
from the violence of pagans, 
return from bondage, the 
renewal of the Temple and 
the rise of the prophets. As 
we read Scripture in our own 
time, we should know that 
over and over again, God’s 

promises are fulfilled. 
   As I write this column, our Saint Raphael 
Youth Ministry is busy assembling 
Thanksgiving baskets for  distr ibution to 
the poor. It is a noisy, happy and busy time as 
they lug potatoes, carrots, sweet potatoes, 
green vegetables, celery, rolls, cranberry 
sauce and, of course, turkeys to each basket. I 

asked a couple of 
the young people 
what synonyms 
they would use 
for “waiting.” 
Even though there 
was a momentary 

flash of fear at the word “synonym,” they 
gave me several options, ones that I had 
already used.  
   “Longing for,” however, was a surprise – 
and it is a perfectly useful alternative for 
waiting in Advent. How much did ancient 
Israel yearn and desire a savior  as she 
coped with Assyrians, Babylonians, 
Philistines, Egyptians, Greeks and, finally, 
Romans? As God so often does, however, his 
gift of a messiah went far beyond the 
expectations of the day. Instead of a king or 
military commander, God gave them his own 
divine Son, the Word Incarnate, came 
among us to free us from the permanent 
effects of sin and death. His surprise was so 
great that many in Israel were unable to 
recognize it. In God’s providence, the 
opportunity for salvation passed into the 
world of the very pagans who had so 
oppressed his own people – and yet it remains 
open to each one of us, Jew and Gentile alike. 
   During Advent, as we begin this remarkable 
Jubilee Year of Mercy, how fitting it would 
be for us to review our spiritual synonyms for 
“waiting” by renewing our hopes, making 
active our preparations, reading and 
contemplating the Word of God and yearning 
for the personal transformation at the heart of 
Christ’s gift of himself! Happy Advent!  

                    © Jerome Joseph Day, O.S.B. 

 

   From the Pastor: Fr. Jerome Joseph Day, O.S.B. 

Waiting embraces longing, preparing, expecting, learning and hoping 



 

 
 
 

November 22, 2015 
 

              Regular Offertory       $ 4,059.00 
         Make-Up Offertory  399.00
            Loose Offertory        574.00 
  Online Parish Giving 260.00 
   Total   $ 5,292.00 
 

       
  Stewardship      $      80.00
    

  All Saints Day   $      20.00
  

  Food Pantry   $    693.60 

                          

November 29, 2015 

Saint Raphael Food Pantry 
On Monday, November 23, the food 
pantry served 23 families and gave 
out 39 bags of groceries. Be sure to 
LIKE us on our new Facebook 

Page—Saint Raphael Food Pantry / Hope Chest 
to get news and updates! 

Thank you to the volunteers and our Youth 
Ministry students and their parents for helping 
to put together and deliver 50 Thanksgiving baskets 
to nearby residents in need last week! 

Readings for the week of November 29, 2015 

Monday: Rom 10:9-18; Ps 19:8-11; Mt 4:18-22 
Tuesday: Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; Lk 10:21-24 
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-6; Mt 15:29-37 
Thursday: Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a; Mt 7:21, 24-27 
Friday: Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Mt 9:27-31 
Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Ps 147:1-6; Mt 9:35 — 10:1, 5a, 6-8 
Sunday: Bar  5:1-9; Ps 126:1-6; Phil 1:4-6, 8-11; Lk 3:1-6  

Thank you to those serving in the 
U.S. Armed Forces. Please keep 
them in your prayers, especially:  
  

If you have a member serving and would like to add his or 
her name to our list, please let us know! 

Byron Boisvert                      

Kenneth Breuder                  

Philip Breuder 

Capt. Mike Butler 

Nicholas Doherty   

Danielle Wells      

Justin Webb 

sgt. Jason Mateo 

“Each one must give as he has decided in his 
heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Corinth 9:7 

STEPPING FORWARD AGAIN Saint Raphael has 

raised $18,786 towards our $30,000 goal to date. 

We had planned to terminate active participation 

in the campaign this past week, but, again, an 

anonymous donor emerged who promises to  

MATCH any additional contributions we receive through the end of 

the calendar year. Please help us reach our $30,000 goal and consider 

donating towards this cause. Your contribution now will be matched! 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to date!  

Book Discussion Group—Please join 

the Book Discussion Group in commemorating 

the 500th birthday of Saint Teresa of Avila, the 

first woman to become a Doctor of the 

Church.  We'll be reading St. Teresa's masterwork The Interior Castle, a 

beautiful treatment of the soul's journey to union with God. Copies are 

available at the parish office for $15.  We'll meet Thursday, Dec. 17, at 7 

pm in the conference room at the back of the church.  Please come early 

to enjoy some refreshments!  

The Angels are here! Our Christmas Angel 
Tree appeal has begun. You will find angels 
hung on the tree located at the back of the 
church. We appreciate your assistance in 
helping to make Christmas brighter for those 
in need. Please see the reverse side of this 
bulletin insert with further details on gifts that 
are needed. Thank you for your support! 

Make a joyful noise unto the 
Lord! There is still time for you 
to dedicate a new hymnal in 
memory or in honor of a loved 
one. Each $20 donation covers 

book purchase and a printed dedication inside the cover. 
Order forms can be found at the back of the church and are 
also available on our website, www.saint-raphael-parish.com. 

Sunday’S Word year C 

Lectors, Year C Companion 
Missals are available for you 
to pick up in the sacristy. 
Thank you for all you do! 

Sainte Marie’s Craft Fair—please 
join us on Dec. 5, from 9am—
4pm, 378 Notre Dame Ave., 
Manchester. There will be over 

40 crafters ranging from baking to sewing, jewelry, 
American Doll clothes, hand-made baskets, and more. 
Lunch will be served and children can have their 
photos taken with Santa. We will have raffles, too. 
Bring a friend and join us! 

 

Please pray for Joan C. McCullough, 
who passed away Nov. 18 and whose 
funeral service was celebrated last week. 


