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The Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord 

Sat. 1/2                Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen                                             

1 Jn 2:22-28; Ps 98:1-4; Jn 1:19-28                                                                           

4 pm  … Marie Claire Kiestlinger by Margaret-Ann Moran 

Sun. 1/3                                The Epiphany of the Lord                                                                                      

Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12                               

7:30 am … Agnes Smet (38th Anniv.) by Cynthia Hobbs 

9:30 am … Bob Murphy by Saint Raphael Parish 

5 pm … Jack North by Mary Dery  

Mon. 1/4               Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious                                                                                          

1 Jn 3:22 — 4:6; Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a; Mt 4:12-17, 23-25                                

12 pm … Lionel & Lillian Coulon (52nd Wedding Anniv.) 

Tue. 1/5                              Saint John Neumann, Bishop                                                         

1 Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72:1-4, 7-8; Mk 6:34-44                                                                                                                       

12 pm … Mary Marszal by Richard Bienvenue 

Wed. 1/6                        Saint Andre Bessette, Religious                                                                                                                                                                  

1 Jn 4:11-18; Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13; Mk 6:45-52                                     

12 pm … Robert Murphy (1st Anniv.)  

Thur. 1/7                Saint Raymond of Penyafort, Priest                                                                                                                                                              

1 Jn 4:19 — 5:4; Ps 72:1-2, 14, 15bc, 17; Lk 4:14-22a                           

8:30 am …  Mary Marszal by Lena Kreger 

Fri. 1/8                                                                                                                        

1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20; Lk 5:12-16                                              

6 pm … Clyde Joseph Baker by P. Jerome  

Sat. 1/9                                                                                                               

1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-6a, 9b; Jn 3:22-30                                                    

4 pm  … Charles Richard by Simone Richard 

Sun. 1/10                                     The Baptism of the Lord                                                                                    

Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Ps 29:1-4, 3, 9-10                                      

7:30 am … David Foley by Connie Raymond 

9:30 am … Our Parish Family 

5 pm … Lorraine de Bellerive (4th Anniv.) by the Chalifour & 

Hunter Families 

Sanctuary candle The sanctuary candle 
burns this week for Victims of the Paris 
attack by Mikki Margar itis. 

Sun. 1/3                                                                                         
10:30 am … Coffee & Doughnuts—Parish Hall                                                
Mon. 1/4                                                                                        
6:30—8 pm … Youth Ministry/Gr. 6-12—Parish Hall             
7—8 pm … Food Pantry                    
Tue. 1/5                                                                                     
12:30 pm … Parish Nurse—Church Conf Room                                                       

Many thanks  to all those Saint Raphael parishioners 

and friends who kindly acknowledged me at Christmas with 
cards, prayers and remembrances. It is a pleasure and a privilege 
to serve this community of faith, and you all have my best wishes 
and prayers for the remainder of the Christmas Season and a 
joyous time throughout this new year of 2016. With prayers and 
good wishes, P. Jerome, O.S.B., pastor. 

Saint Raphael Food Pantry On 
Monday, December 28, the food pantry 
served 20 families and gave out 27 bags 
of groceries.  

Winter weather policy If the Manchester Public 

Schools are closed due to weather conditions, all parish facilities 

are closed. Classes and practices are also canceled. Check WMUR 

and our Facebook page to see if Masses are canceled.  

Parish Pastoral Council The next Parish Council 
meeting will be Mon., January 11 at 7pm in the Parish Hall 
Classroom.  

We will have three openings on Saint Raphael’s Parish 
Council this month. If you are a registered parishioner who attends Mass 
here, are interested in serving, please contact Kerri in the rectory at 
623.2604. The election will be during the Jan. 24-25 weekend Masses. 
Information on the candidates will be available in Jan. 16-17 bulletin.  

Looking for a few young musicians! 
Does your child or teen play a band or orchestral instrument? If 
so…, the new SRP Children and Youth Orchestra needs them to 
join the group and play their instrument in thanks and praise to 
God! Kids and teens with at least 2 years of experience up to the 
expert level are needed. Please email the Music Director, Susan Papinsick, at 
spapinsick@comcast.net for further details.   

Thanks to all those who donated and our 

anonymous donor who matched donations 

made during the month of December, we raised 

a total of $22,036 of our $30,000 goal. Thank you 

to everyone who contributed! 

 

 
 

December 27,  2015         
  
                    
Regular Offertory  $2,825.00 
Make-Up Offertory      410.00 
Loose Offertory       
650.85 Online Parish Giving              
190.00 Total  

Christmas 
 $14,873.00  
Christmas Loose           
1,289.65 
Total Christmas 
 $16,162.65
                                                               

Stewardship  $     
50.00 Immaculate Conception  $     

First-time visitor? Welcome! Cards 

on the table at the entry invite you to fill out 

contact information should you want to 

register. We’d love to have you! Cards may be 

placed in the collection basket during Mass. 



                       

    Jesus taught us to be merciful like 
our heavenly Father (cf. Lk  6:36). 
In the parable of the Good Samaritan 
(cf. Lk 10:29-37), he condemned 
those who fail to help others in need, 
those who “pass by on the other 
side” (cf. Lk 10:31-32). By this 
example, he taught his listeners, and 

his disciples in particular, to stop and to help 
alleviate the sufferings of this world and the pain 
of our brothers and sisters, using whatever means 
are at hand, beginning with our  own time, 
however busy we may be. 
   Indifference often seeks excuses: observing ritual 
prescriptions, looking to all the things needing to 
be done, hiding behind hostilities and prejudices 
which keep us apart. 
   Mercy is the heart of God. It must also be the 
heart of the members of the one great family of his 
children: a heart which beats all the more strongly 
wherever human dignity – as a reflection of the 
face of God in his creatures – is in play. Jesus tells 
us that love for others – foreigners, the sick, 
prisoners, the homeless, even our enemies – is the 
yardstick by which God will judge our actions. 
Our eternal destiny depends on this. It is not 
surprising that the Apostle Paul tells the Christians 
of Rome to rejoice with those who rejoice and to 
weep with those who weep (cf. Rom 12:15), or that 
he encourages the Corinthians to take up 
collections as a sign of solidarity with the suffering 
members of the Church (cf. 1 Cor 16:2-3). And 
Saint John writes: “If any one has the world’s 
goods and sees his brother or sister in need, yet 
refuses help, how does God’s love abide in him? (1 
Jn 3:17; cf. Jas 2:15-16). 
   This then is why “it is 
absolutely essential for the 
Church and for the 
credibility of her message 
that she herself live and 
testify to mercy. Her 
language and her gestures 
must transmit mercy, so as 
to touch the hearts of all 
people and inspire them 
once more to find the road 
that leads to the Father. The 
Church’s first truth is the 
love of Christ. The Church makes herself a 
servant of this love and mediates it to all people: a 
love that forgives and expresses itself in the gift of 
oneself. Consequently, wherever the Church is 
present, the mercy of the Father must be evident. 
In our parishes, communities, associations and 
movements, in a word, wherever there are 
Christians, everyone should find an oasis of 
mercy.”[20] 
   We too, then, are called to make compassion, 
love, mercy and solidarity a true way of life, a rule 
of conduct in our relationships with one another.
[21] This requires the conversion of our hearts: the 
grace of God has to turn our hearts of stone into 
hearts of flesh (cf. Ezek 36:26), open to others in 
authentic solidarity. For solidarity is much more 
than a “feeling of vague compassion or shallow 
distress at the misfortunes of so many people, both 
near and far”.[22] Solidarity is “a firm and 
persevering determination to commit oneself to the 
common good; that is to say to the good of all 
and of each individual, because we are all really 

responsible for all”,[23] because compassion flows 
from fraternity. 
   Understood in this way, solidarity represents the 
moral and social attitude which best corresponds to 
an awareness of the scourges of our own day, and 
to the growing interdependence, especially in a 

globalized world, between the lives of 
given individuals and communities and 
those of other men and women in the 
rest of the world.[24] 
   6. Solidarity, as a moral virtue and 
social attitude born of personal 
conversion, calls for commitment on 
the part of those responsible for 
education and formation. 

   I think first of families, which are called to a 
primary and vital mission of education. Families 
are the first place where the values of love and 
fraternity, togetherness and sharing, concern and 
care for others are lived out and handed on. They 

are also the privileged 
milieu for transmitting the 
faith, beginning with those 
first simple gestures of 
devotion which mothers 
teach their children.[25] 
   Teachers, who have the 
challenging task of training 
children and youth in 
schools or other settings, 
should be conscious that 
their responsibility extends 
also to the moral, spiritual 
and social aspects of life. 

The values of freedom, mutual respect and 
solidarity can be handed on from a tender age. 
   Speaking to educators, Pope Benedict XVI noted 
that: “Every educational setting can be a place 
of openness to the transcendent and to others; a 
place of dialogue, cohesiveness and attentive 
listening, where young people feel appreciated for 
their personal abilities and inner riches, and can 
learn to esteem their brothers and sisters. May 
young people be taught to savor the joy which 
comes from the daily exercise of charity and 
compassion towards others and from taking an 
active part in the building of a more humane and 
fraternal society”.[26] 
   Communicators also have a r esponsibility for  
education and formation, especially nowadays, 
when the means of information and 
communication are so widespread. Their duty is 
first and foremost to serve the truth, and not 
particular interests. For the media “not only inform 
but also form the minds of their audiences, and so 
they can make a significant contribution to the 

education of young people. It is 
important never to forget that the 
connection between education and 
communication is extremely close: 
education takes place through 
communication, which influences, for 
better or worse, the formation of the 
person.”[27] 
   Communicators should also be 
mindful that the way in which 
information is obtained and made 
public should always be legally and 
morally admissible. 
   7. While conscious of the threat 
posed by a globalization of 

indifference, we should also r ecognize that, in 
the scenario I have just described, there are also 
many positive initiatives which testify to the 
compassion, mercy and solidarity of which we 
are capable. 
   Here I would offer some examples of 
praiseworthy commitment, which demonstrate how 
all of us can overcome indifference in choosing not 
to close our eyes to our neighbor. 
   These represent good practices on the way to a 
more humane society. 
   There are many non-governmental and 
charitable organizations, both within and 
outside the Church, whose members, amidst 
epidemics, disasters and armed conflicts, brave 
difficulties and dangers in caring for the injured 
and sick, and in burying the dead. I would also 
mention those individuals and associations which 
assist migrants who cross deser ts and seas in 
search of a better life. These efforts are spiritual 
and corporal works of mercy on which we will be 
judged at the end of our lives. 
   I think also of the journalists and photographers 
who shape public opinion on difficult situations 
which trouble our consciences, and all those 
devoted to the defense of human rights, especially 
the rights of ethnic and religious minorities, 
indigenous peoples, women and children, and the 
most vulnerable of our brothers and sisters. Among 
them are also many priests and missionaries who, 
as good pastors, remain at the side of their flock 
and support them, heedless of danger and hardship, 
especially during armed conflicts. 
    How many families, amid occupational and 
social difficulties, make great sacrifices to provide 
their children with a “counter-cultural” 
education in the values of solidarity, compassion 
and fraternity! How many families open their  
hearts and homes to those in need, such as refugees 
and migrants!  
   Extracts from the 2016 World Day of Peace 
message of Pope Francis. Given at the Vatican in 
Rome on Dec. 8, 2015. 

   From the Holy Father: Pope Francis 

Mercy lies at the heart of  God and is central to every Christian act 
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