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The Baptism of the Lord 

Sat., January 9                                                                                                               

1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-6a, 9b; Jn 3:22-30                                                    

4 pm  … Charles Richard by Simone Richard 

Sun., January 10                         The Baptism of the 

Lord                                                                                    

Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Ps 29:1-4, 3, 9-10                                      

7:30 am … David Foley by Connie Raymond 

9:30 am … Our Parish Family 

5 pm … Lorraine de Bellerive (4th Anniv.) by the Chalifour & 

Hunter Families 

Mon., January 11                                                                                          

1 Sm 1:1-8; Ps 116:12-19; Mk 1:14-20                                     

12 pm … Robert Therriault by P. Jerome 

Tue., January 12                                                                                    

1 Sm 1:9-20; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd; Mk 1:21-28                     

12 pm … Francis Beauregard by Lionel & Lillian Coulon 

Wed., January 13                                               Saint Hilary  

1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20; Ps 40:2, 5, 7-10; Mk 1:29-39              

12 pm … Lawrence J. Mitchell by Margaret-Ann Moran 

Thur., January 14                                                                                

1 Sm 4:1-11; Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25; Mk 1:40-45 

8:30 am …  Sisters of Carmelite Monastery by the Carmelite 

Community 

Fri., January 15                                                                                                                      

1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a; Ps 89:16-19; Mk 2:1-12                       

6 pm … Aline Ouellette by Lionel & Lillian Coulon 

Sat., January 16                                                                                                              

1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a; Ps 21:2-7; Mk 2:13-17                 

4 pm  … Debbie Davis (1st Anniv.) by Susan Davis 

Sun., January 17              2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Is 62:1-5; Ps 96:1-3, 7-10; 1 Cor 12:4-11; Jn 2:1-11                                                                           

7:30 am … Eileen Audet by Irene Rioux 

9:30 am … Lucille M. Kelley by the Kelley family 

5 pm … Our Parish Family 

Sanctuary candle The sanctuary candle 
burns this week for Dot, Ray, & Roger 
Larochelle by Lillian Larochelle. 

Sun. 1/10                                                                                         
10:30 am … Coffee & Doughnuts—Parish Hall                                                
Mon. 1/11                                                                                      
6:30—8 pm … Youth Ministry/Gr. 6-12—Parish Hall             
7—8 pm … Food Pantry                                                                        
7 pm …. Parish Council Meeting—Parish Hall Classroom  
Tue. 1/12                                                                                    
12:30 pm … Parish Nurse—Church Conf Room                             
7 pm … St. Patrick Comm Meeting—Parish Hall Classroom                                         

Saint Raphael Food Pantry On 
Monday, January 4, the food pantry 
served 16 families and gave out 29 bags 
of groceries.  

Parish Pastoral Council The Parish Council will be 
meeting on Mon., January 11 at 7pm in the Parish Hall 
Classroom.  

We will have three openings on Saint Raphael’s Parish 
Council this month. If you are a registered parishioner who attends Mass 
here, are interested in serving, please contact Kerri in the rectory at 
623.2604. The election will be during the Jan. 24-25 weekend Masses. 
Information on the candidates will be available in Jan. 16-17 bulletin.  

Looking for a 

few young 

musicians! 
Does your child or teen play a band 
or orchestral instrument? If so…, the 
new SRP Children and Youth 
Orchestra needs them to join the 
group and play their instrument in 
thanks and praise to God! Kids and 
teens with at least 2 years of 
experience up to the expert level are 
needed. Please email the Music 
Director, Susan Papinsick, at 
spapinsick@comcast.net for further 
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Regular Offertory  $3,499.00 
Make-Up Offertory      400.00 
Loose Offertory       
627.00 Online Parish Giving              
355.00 Total  
 $4,881.00
  
                
Stewardship  $       
2.00                                            
Solemnity of Mary $1,594.00  
Solemnity of Mary Loose       232.00  
Total Solemnity 

The Pastor’s Reception  Thank you 

to everyone who attended this year’s Pastor’s 
Reception, when we also honored our head 
sacristan and senior volunteer, Anne Kenney, who 
received the  Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice Award, by 
the Most Rev. Peter A. Libasci, D.D., bishop of 

Manchester. This award recognizes Catholic men and women 
who have rendered outstanding service to the Church and the 
Holy Father over the years. Following a delicious meal catered 
by Belmont Hall, Bishop Libasci led in the celebration of 
Vespers and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. We would like to extend our 
thanks to all those who helped prepare for this event, especially Shauna Ryan, 
Kim and Maeve Smith, and Eileen Smith who decorated the hall; to Bob and 
Marea Kerrigan, our  veteran bar tenders for  the evening; and Diane Bolton 
who assisted with the set up and clean up. Thank you to Christine Carignan and 
Kerri Stanley, who took photos, which can be viewed on our  website under  
the Photos “Pastor’s Reception/Benediction & Vespers 010216” link. Thank you 
to Abbot Mark Cooper and Br. Paul LeSage who joined us from the abbey., as 
well Fr. Jason Jalbert, and his colleagues, who joined Bishop Libasci in the 
celebrations. We extend our appreciation as well to the Knights of Columbus for 
their participation in the celebration of the Benediction and Vespers, along with 
Liam Ryan and Nathan and Skyler Podziewski for  serving and assisting the 
clergy. 

Congratulations to Jacob Patrick Mark Paris, son of Christopher 
and Heidi (Harmon) Paris, and to Christian James Lauzon, son of 
James and Christina (Tonas) Lauzon, who were baptized on 
November 8 and January 2 respectively, into the Roman Catholic 
Church by P. Jerome. Let us strive, by our word and example, to 
create an environment for them to come to know the love of God 
and the meaning of “being church.”  



                       

   In his Bull Misericordiae Vultus (The 
Face of Mercy), Pope Francis writes, 
“When faced with the gravity of sin, God 

responds with the fullness of mercy. Mercy 
will always be greater than any sin, and no 
one can place limits on the love of God 
who is ever ready to forgive…… We are 
called to show mercy because mercy has 
first been shown to us. Pardoning offences 
becomes the clearest expression of merciful 

love, and for us Christians it is an 
imperative from which we 
cannot excuse ourselves.”  
  From the moment 
of his baptism which we 
celebrate today, Jesus 

traveled throughout Israel 
and Judah, going all over 
the countryside in order to 
bring God’s message of 
forgiveness and salvation.  
He spent his time teaching, healing, 

encouraging and praying, and he 
challenged those who failed to understand 
that the essence of God’s love was mercy. 
 Like Jesus, we spend a lot of our lives 
wandering the countryside of life as we go 
about our personal and professional tasks 
and engage in ordinary and special 

activities. Like Jesus, we have countless 
opportunities throughout our lives to show 
the love of God to others.  Showing mercy 
can be difficult, especially when the 
situation makes us feel conflicted.  What, 
after all, are mercy and steadfast love? 

  The writings of the Old Testament 
are filled with specific and general 
suggestions for how we can best understand 
God’s mercy, particularly in wisdom 
literature and prophetic writings. God’s 
people have gone astray so many times 
over the centuries, and while God might 

remove his blessing from them, he always 
provides the opportunity for them to return 
to him and he always receives them back.   
   God’s love is steadfast in 
the face of the weakness of his people. 
“The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to 
anger and abounding in steadfast love.  The 
Lord is good to all, and his compassion is 
over all that he has made. …. The Lord is 

faithful in all his words, and gracious in all 
his deeds. The Lord upholds all who are 
falling, and raises up all who are bowed 
down.”  (Ps. 145:9, 13)       
  The prophet Micah understood that 
mercy begins with an attitude of openness 
of heart and service towards God and 
others:  “With what shall I come before the 
Lord, and bow myself before God on high? 
…. He has told you, O mortal, what is 
good; and what does the Lord require of 

you but to do justice, and to 
love kindness, and to walk 
humbly with your 
God?” (Mic. 6:6, 8).  Every 
circumstance we find 

ourselves in is different, and 
yet each moment is a 
moment where mercy can be 
shown.      
  Last year, I 

had dinner with some friends in another 

town and their parish priest, and the 
discussion drifted around to giving to the 
poor, in particular what to do about the 
panhandlers that stood at intersections.  The 
husband asked, should one give to 
panhandlers or not, since one had no idea 
whether the money would be used to foster 

an addiction or to buy necessary food and 
clothing?       
 The priest’s answer surprised me.  He 
said that he didn’t really think it mattered at 
all whether you gave to the panhandler or 
not; what mattered is what you were 

thinking when you made your decision.      
 Taking care of the poor, the 
disenfranchised, and the marginalized was 
a matter of being fully present to their 
greatest need and allowing God to tell us 

what that need might be.  Some needs 
are spiritual, some are physical, and some 
are emotional:  in each situation, we need to 
be open to being present in different ways.    
  Our culture doesn’t foster personal 

presence the way it used to.  With all the 
technological appliances available today, it 
is all too easy for us to spend days and even 
weeks with little personal interaction except 
with those in our immediate community.  
We are being acculturated into turning 

inward and letting the outer world take care 
of itself, sometimes even allowing our 
relationships to family and friends slide 
into passive memories rather than active 

realities.        
 When we read the gospels, we see that 
everywhere Jesus went, he noticed needs.  
He participated directly in meeting those 
needs through every random and purposeful 
social interaction that occurred: the woman 

at the well, the Syro-phoenician woman, 
the tax collectors, the centurion and his sick 
daughter, and the five thousand whom he 
fed.  And even when he berated the 
Pharisees and Saduccees, he was giving 
them an opportunity to see God’s love in a 
new light and find that conversion of heart. 

   Pope Francis writes 
towards the end of The Face of Mercy, 
“Mercy is not opposed to justice but rather 
expresses God’s way of reaching out to the 
sinner, offering him a new chance to look at 

himself, convert, and believe.”  As St. Paul 
put it almost two thousand years ago, “My 
friends, if anyone is detected in a 
transgression, you who have received the 
Spirit should restore such a one in a spirit 

of gentleness. Take care that you 
yourselves are not tempted. Bear one 
another’s burdens, and in this way you will 
fulfill the law of Christ.”  (Gal. 6:1-2)             
© Anna Wallich 

   From the Pastoral Assistant: Anna Wallich 

The Year of  Mercy 

Holy League Chapter Attention catholic men: Parishioners Sean Thomas and Tom Larson have started up a 
Holy League Chapter at St. Raphael Parish. This is a men’s group that will meet once a month for a Holy Hour of 
prayer before the Blessed Sacrament (which is open to everyone), followed by a men’s social hour to enjoy some 
fraternal fellowship. Our next Holy Hour will be on Friday, Jan. 22, immediately following the 6pm Mass. All men 
of the parish are invited. For more information, feel free to contact Sean Thomas at holyleague03102@yahoo.com or 
Tom Larson at tlarson@anselm.edu, or visit the Holy League website at www.holyleague.com.   


