
Saint Joseph Mass & Breakfast Father Jerome, O.S.B., 
pastor, is asking the men of Saint Raphael and friends of the parish to 
join him in responding to Bishop Peter Libasci’s invitation to men of the 
Diocese of Manchester to assemble together for Holy Mass and 
breakfast at Saint Joseph Cathedral, Manchester, to celebrate the Feast of 
Saint Joseph, patron of our diocese on Saturday, March 19, 2016 at 8 
am. Men are invited to assemble at 7:30 a.m. to pray the Rosar ry. 
Breakfast follows the Mass. Saint Raphael men willing to participate are 
asked to call the rectory at 623.2604 to sign up by Friday, March 11. 

Hymnal 
#894 

 

IV Sunday of Lent—Laetare Sunday 

Sat., March 5        

Hos 6:1-6; Ps 51:3-4, 18-21ab; Lk 18:9-14                     

4 pm  … Joan McGorry Dimick (2nd Anniv.) by Ellen McGorry 

Sun., March 6                                     IV Sunday of Lent              

Jos 5:9a, 10-12; Ps 34:2-7; 2 Cor 5:17-21; Lk 15:1-3, 11-

32                                                                                       

7:30 am … Mary Marszal; by Richard Bienvenue 

9:30 am … Irene T. Bedard by Diane Bolton 

5 pm … Our Parish Family 

Mon., March 7                            Saints Perpetua & Felicity                                                  

Is 65:17-21; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13b; Jn 4:43-54 

12 pm … Mary Marszal by Lena Krager 

Tue., March 8                                            Saint John of God                                                 

Ez 47:1-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9; Jn 5:1-16                    

12 pm … Poor Souls in Purgatory by Teresa Greene 

Wed., March 9                                 Saint Frances of Rome                                               

Is 49:8-15; Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18; Jn 5:17-30         

12 pm … Mary Kay Volpone by Anne Clark 

Thur., March 10                                                                               

Ex 32:7-14; Ps 106:19-23; Jn 5:31-47                           

8:30 am … Walter Michelsen by Margaret-Ann Moran 

Fri., March 11                                                                                                  

Wis 2:1a, 12-22; Ps 34:17-21, 23; Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30              

6 pm … John Monnelly Sr. 

Sat., March 12        

Jer 11:18-20; Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-12; Jn 7:40-53                        

4 pm  … Charles Richard by Simone Richard 

Sun., March 13                                    V Sunday of Lent              

Is 43:16-21; Ps 126:1-6; Phil 3:8-14; Jn 8:1-11                 

7:30 am … Charles Young by Patricia Damour 

9:30 am … Linda Paris by Bill Paris 

5 pm … Our Parish Family 

Sanctuary candle The sanctuary candle burns this 
week for Jillian Lescarte. 

 

 
 

 
February 28, 2016 

  
                                 

Regular Offertory  $3,324.00 
Make-Up Offertory      517.00 
Loose Offertory       
689.20 Online Parish Giving              
210.00 Total  
 $4,740.20
  
      

Stewardship  $   
222.00 Ash Wednesday                 $     
87.00                                                                                       

HELP WANTED: Parish family in 
need of someone to do light 
housekeeping weekly. Reasonable 
rate of pay. Please call 533.7732 if 
interested.  

Lenten Supper Our 

next Lenten Supper will 
take place Friday, 
March 11 at 6:45pm in 
the parish hall. We will 
be showing a movie after 

the meal.  If you would like to prepare a meal 
or bring a food item, please call Kerri at 
623.2604 for planning purposes. Thank you! 

Sat., March 5                                  
5:15 pm … Saint Patrick Dinner 
(some tickets available at the door)                      
Sun. March 6                                                                   
10:30 am … Coffee & Doughnuts          
Mon., March 7                                                                      
6:30—8 pm … Youth Ministry/Gr 6-12              
7—8 pm … Food Pantry                        
7 pm … Parish Council Meeting                                                             
Tue. March 8                                                                
12:30 pm … Parish Nurse                          
7 pm … The Pastor’s Class               
Wed March 9                                            
7 pm … Knit & Crochet Group                

Thur., March 10                                                               
6:30 pm … Catholic War Vets / Wives  
7:30—8:45 pm … Choir Practice      
Fri., March 11                                       
6:45 pm … Lenten Supper & Movie 
7:30 pm … Holy League Group 

On Wednesday, March 23, 2016, Saint Raphael Parish is pleased to offer a 
potentially life-saving health event with Life Line Screening, a leading 
provider of community-based preventive health screenings. The 6 for Life 
Health Assessment measures your risk of developing 6 chronic 
diseases, including heart disease, congestive heart failure, stroke, diabetes, 
COPD and lung cancer. A customized report will determine which risk 
factors contribute most to your disease risk and are within your control to 
change.  Finger-stick blood tests along with biometric measurements are 
included with this assessment. Protect your health by registering today for 
the 6 for Life Health Assessment for $79. Call 1-888-653-6441 or visit 
www.lifelinescreening.com/community-partners to schedule your 
appointment. Take control of your health; knowledge is empowering!  

 

Easter flower remembrance            
Donations for Easter flowers will be       
accepted in the name of deceased loved 
ones and friends, as well as the living. 
While all contributions are welcome, a 
$25 donation per lily per name is 

recommended. Include name along with the donation and 
send in your offerings to the parish office or drop it in the 
offertory basket. Look for the Easter Flower envelope in 
your packet or use your own. A list of the donors will be 
published during the Easter season. Your generosity is 
appreciated as the gift is above and beyond your Easter 
offering. Thank you! 

Lenten Prayer                                                       

Help me be patient on my Lenten journey, and 

open to the grace that will help me recognize       

opportunities to reach out to others. 

tel:1-888-653-6441
http://www.lifelinescreening.com/community-partners


                       

      When I was a kid, I had the opportunity to 
travel with my family to visit the relatives in 

Ireland several times. One of 
the things I remember was the 
presence, almost everywhere, 
of images of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus in the home. No 
matter how simple the home, 
there was a framed picture of 

the Lord exhibiting his wounded heart to the 
believer. Even at my family home to this day 
hanging above the kitchen sink is a carved 
representation in wood of the Sacred Heart. 
That Irish devotion to the Lord Jesus was 
centered on his mercy, and I suspect many 
other Catholic traditions did the same. 
   During this Extraordinary Holy Year of 
Mercy, the Church invites us to consider  
the centrality of mercy in the life of Christian 
faith. We are summoned to recognize both 
our own need, individually and collectively, 
for mercy and Christ’s constant desire to 
bestow that mercy or compassion on us. 
   As part of this jubilee year, Saint Raphael’s 
observance has included the winter session of 
The Pastor’s Class, where we have explored 
“Mercy in Scripture.” The course ended last 
week, and one of the best things about these 
adult faith formation classes is that, without 
too much fuss, I can usually find a topic for 
my weekly bulletin column! In this third 
column derived from the class, I’d like to 
explore the way Jesus of Nazareth approaches 
the divine mercy. Any Christian 
understanding of “mercy” must reckon with 
what Christ actually says and does, as 
recorded in the gospels, with respect to 
“mercy.” 
   Certainly one of the most important 
dimensions of the gospel portrait of Jesus is 
his determination to undertake the will of his 
heavenly and Eternal Father. Doing so 
demands that Jesus pursue his mission of 
announcing the coming of the Kingdom of 
God, which is the fulfillment of every hope 
and merciful act. J esus is compelled to 
make his journey to Jerusalem, where he will 
suffer and die for the sake of sinful men and 
women. The Passion and Death of Christ is 
the supreme act of mercy toward man, 
because it redeems us of the permanent 

consequences of sin and death. In his 
Resurrection, Jesus completes the gift, so 
to speak, by opening to us not only liberation 
from sin and death but the possibility of 
eternal life and happiness in heaven. 
   In his own teaching, Jesus repeatedly uses 
stories, images and metaphors that speak of 
mercy. One of the most powerful of his 
stories is the parable of the Prodigal Son. In 
Luke 15, we see unfold the tale of the young 
man who “wants it all now.” He demands his 
inheritance from his father, abandons his 
family and heads out to spend his wealth on 
wine, women and song. In short order, the lad 
finds  
himself penniless and, therefore, friendless in 
a foreign country. Things are so bad he finds 
himself eating with the pigs, something 
deeply offensive for a pious Jew. 
   Eventually, the errant son realizes that he 
could do better simply as a hired hand on his 
father’s estate. He heads back home – and 
while still a distance away, his father, who 
has been scanning the horizon for his son, 
espies him on the road. The father, who is a 
clearly a loving, forgiving and merciful 
father, an image of the Eternal Father, runs 
toward him and welcomes his son, 
restoring him to rank and favor – and gently 
teaches his resentful older son the way of 
forgiveness. 
   During our Tuesday evening sessions this 
past month, we usually had a Scripture 
workshop. Several par ticipants team up to 
find, read and explore various passages. In the 
parable of the Pharisee and the Publican in 
Luke 18, in the details of the woman taken in 
adultery in John 7, in the feeding of the 
multitude in Mark 8, in the raising of the 
widow’s son, in the healing of the Canaanite 
girl, and in dozens of other accounts, we find 
Jesus teaching about and enacting mercy. 
Such gospel accounts, stories from the life of 
Christ or parables Jesus himself uses, 
underline the Old Testament wisdom that it is 
mercy, not animal sacrifice, that God desires. 
   Jesus speaks of mercy in so many respects. 
The Sermon on the Mount, and especially the 
Beatitudes, summon his followers to incline 
their hearts to mercy. “Blessed are the 
merciful, for they will receive mercy. Blessed 
are the pure in heart, for they will see 

God.”  (Mt Jesus acts with mercy. He heals 
the man born blind (Jn 9:1-12), the one who 
is deaf and mute (Mk 7:31-37). He raises up 
the paralytic (Mt 9:1-8) and restores the man 
with the withered hand (Lk 6:6-1) and the 
woman with a flow of blood (Mk 5:21-43). 
He brings tranquility to the possessed man 
gnashing himself (Mk 5:1-20). Christ restores 
life and wholeness, as in his encounter with 
the daughter of Jairus (Mt 9:18-26). 
   Even in his person, Jesus bestows mercy. 
He walks upon the Sea of Galilee and brings 
calm (Mt 14:22-34), he brings forgiveness to 
the woman who has had five husbands when 
they meet at the well (Jn 4:1-26), he loves the 
family of Martha, Mary and Lazarus at 
Bethany (Lk 10:38-42), and, of course, he 
raises Lazarus from the dead (Jn 11:1-44). He 
lets a woman of ill repute and sorrowful heart 
anoint and wash his feet (Lk 7:36-50). 
   Manifesting “compassion” or “mercy” is 
the way Jesus prefers to teach about God’s 
love. Such compassion is extended to those in 
moral or physical need, summoning them to 
live in the covenant of love Jesus 
establishes. Such compassion reveals God’s 
power and justice on one hand and his love on 
the other. 
   This compassion is first extended to the 
children of Israel, the Chosen People, but 
faith enables gentiles to enter into relationship 
with Christ. Sometimes the words of Jesus are 
harsh, shocking us as contemporary readers, 
but it is important to remember that the Lord 
often uses arresting rabbinic speech, is trying 
to remind Jewish listeners of their privileged 
place in the covenant or seeking to underline 
the importance of faith. “With what shall I 
come before the Lord, and bow myself before 
God on high? … He has told you, O mortal, 
what is good; and what does the Lord require 
of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
and to walk humbly with your  
God?” (Micah 6:6,8) 
   It is worth remembering that divine mercy 
in the Old Testament demanded a turning 
toward the Lord in faith and contrition for sin. 
In the New, Jesus manifests compassion in 
abundance – and yet that same “justice” 
claim remains – only its demands and 
burdens fall on Christ himself, who 
assumes them all on the wood of the Cross. 
That lifts the burden from our shoulders and 
should free us to seek out and welcome God’s 
mercy ever more freely over the course of our 
lives – and that, of course, was what the 
beckoning heart of Jesus over the fireplace “at 
home” in Ireland so long ago was all about, 
wasn’t it?! 
                          ©  Rev. Jerome Joseph Day, O.S.B. 

From the Pastor: Father Jerome Joseph Day, O.S.B. 

Everything Jesus says and does in the gospels points to divine mercy 


