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IV Sunday of Easter 

Sat., April 23                           Saints George and Adalbert                                              

Acts 13:44-52; Ps 98:1-4; Jn 14:7-14                                           

4 pm  … Leo & Doris Moreau by her family 

Sun., April 24                                          V Sunday of Easter 

Acts 14:21-27; Ps 145:8-13; Rv 21:1-5a; Jn 13:31-33a, 

34-35                                                                               

7:30 am … Lucille M. Kelley by the Kelley family  

9:30 am … Commemoration of Easter Rising’s 100th anniversary                                                                

4:30 pm … Penance & Reconciliation                                               

5 pm … Nelson R. Kelly by Virginia Kelley 

Mon., April 25                                   Saint Mark, Evangelist                                                             

1 Pt 5:5b-14; Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17; Mk 16:15-20 

12 pm … William F. Coffey by Denis & Eileen Smith 

Tue., April 26                                                                       

Acts 14:19-28; Ps 145:10-13ab, 21; Jn 14:27-31a                   

12 pm … Grace & Jessica Zygmunt (living) 

Wed., April 27                                                                   

Acts 15:1-6; Ps 122:1-5; Jn 15:1-8                                    

11:30 am … Penance & Reconciliation                                     

12 pm … Mary Marszal by Richard Bienvenue 

Thur., April 28     Sts. Peter Chanel, Louis de Montfort    

Acts 15:7-21; Ps 96:1-3, 10; Jn 15:9-11                                 

8:30 am … Romain & Louise Marcoux by Diane Gallant 

Fri., April 29                                  Saint Catherine of Siena 

Acts 15:22-31; Ps 57:8-10, 12; Jn 15:12-17                     

5:30 pm … Penance & Reconciliation                                               

6 pm … Sandra Puzzo by Tom & Yongme Collins 

Sat., April 30                                                        Saint Pius V 

Acts 16:1-10; Ps 100:1b-3, 5; Jn 15:18-21                           

4 pm  … Bob McGrail by Linda Beland 

Sun., May 1                                            VI Sunday of Easter 

Acts 15:1-2, 22-29; Ps 67:2-3, 5-6, 8; Rv 21:10-14, 22-

23; Jn 14:23-29                                                               

7:30 am … Charles Young by Linda Beland 

9:30 am … First Communion recipients                                      

4:30 pm … Penance & Reconciliation                                               

5 pm … Our Parish Family 

 

Sanctuary candle The sanctuary candle 
burns this week for Mary Marszal by Richard 
Bienvenue. 

Mon., April 25                                                                  
7—8 pm … Food Pantry                         
7—8 pm … K of C Meeting                
Tue., April 26                                                           
12:30 pm … Parish Nurse                           
Thur., April 27                                          
7:30 pm … Choir Practice  Fri., April 22  

 

 
 

  
Weekend of April 16-17, 2016 

  
                                 

Regular Offertory  $3,605.00 
Make-Up Offertory      163.00 
Loose Offertory       
649.00 Online Parish Giving              
200.00 Total  
 $4,617.00
  
               

Stewardship               $    
287.00  
                                                                                                                                              

Easter   
 $      90.00 
  
                                    
 

Food Pantry               $      15.00 

Saint Raphael 
Food  Pantry  
On Monday, April 11, 
the food pantry 
served 23 families 

and gave out 40 bags of groceries 
We need Spaghettio’s, fruit, 
macaroni, and can always use 
brown paper bags! Thank you! 

The 2016 Annual 

Campaign has 

begun. Our goal 

this year is 

$26,000. Thank 

you to those who have supported 

Catholic Charities. If you haven’t had 

a chance to give, there are envelopes 

available at the back of the church. 

Catholic Charities provides programs 

that honor the dignity of life wit 

programs that feed the  hungry, heal 

the sick, strengthen families and 

welcome the stranger. As the need 

arises, Catholic Charities is prepared 

Please pray for the soul 
of Marguerite 
(Pellerin) Paris, who 
died April 22 and whose 

funeral Mass was celebrated 
Friday by P. Jerome, O.S.B., 

It’s All About 
LOVE… Concert at 
St. Anthony of Padua 
Church, Manchester, on 
April 30 at 7pm. 

Come and enjoy Marie-Line Morin, 
soprano, along with pianists Lucille 
Fortin and Jan Borderleau. For more 
information, please call 625.6409.  

The New Saint                 

Raphael Follies &           

Revue Save the date! 

Friday, June 3, 2016, at 

Saint Anselm College’s 

Dana Center. Want to help? 

Check out the flyer in this week’s bulletin 

on how you can be a sponsor! 

Annual Empty Bowl Project 
Thank you to Dottie DeCotis and The 
Friends of Quota International, who 
hosted its annual Empty Bowl Project 
at Saint Raphael Saturday, March 
19. A total of $767 from the proceeds 

was donated to our food pantry.  

Did you know that 
Saint Benedict 
Academy is the 
last standing 
Catholic School 
on the West Side 

of Manchester? We hope to create an 
alumni association of individuals who 
attended west side Catholic schools who 
would like to be a part of this committee. 
Please contact SBA principal Bev 
Broomhall at 603.669.3932 /
principal@saint-benedict-academy.org.  

“Each one must give as he has 
decided in his heart, not reluctantly 
or under compulsion, for God loves 
a cheerful giver.” 2 Corinth 9:7 



                       

   Easter Sunday came late in the year 1916, and 
in Ireland, the following day was something of a 
holiday. In fact, British troops sought leave to 
go to the races in the countryside outside of 
Dublin. In the early morning hours on Easter 
Monday, April 24, 1916, just 100 years ago 
today, Irish patriots used the stillness to seize 
key buildings in the capital and proclaim an 
Irish Republic in the hope of sparking an 
insurrection to cast off 700 years of British 
misrule. When the smoke cleared six days 
later, much of central Dublin lay in ruins, scores 
were dead and the rebellion was counted an 
abysmal failure – and yet the Easter Rising 
stands as one of the great moments in the long 
struggle for Irish freedom and 20th century 
liberation movements. 
   The Irish rebels of 1916 were not stupid. They 
hoped that their uprising might somehow spark 
a national movement, but they realized the 
dangers. Their writings show that they believed 
that even failure would reawaken Ireland’s 
determination to rise as a sovereign nation. 
   As press reports from the time show, the 
Easter Rising attracted intense interest around 
the world, particularly in the U.S., where 
millions of Irish-Americans shared the hope 
of the rebels and where many had contributed 
energy, time and treasure to shape a revolution. 
Saint Raphael Parish surely was no different. 
   Here, we were a parish largely of Irish and 
German immigrants and their children. For the 
Germans, there was a certain level of 
awkwardness. World War I was raging, and 
although the U.S. had not entered the war, 
American neutrality clearly tilted toward the 
Anglo-French alliance and against the Central 
Powers of Germany, Austria-Hungary and 
Ottoman Turkey. For the Irish, there was a 
similar strange feeling. Many families had 
members or friends in Ireland serving the 
Crown in various Irish or other regiments at 
the front. On the other hand, there was the 
historic conviction that Britain’s preoccupation 
with war elsewhere might be Ireland’s 
opportunity to strike 
for freedom. Irish 
hopes for home rule 
had been frustrated 
time after time, 
though Parliament 
finally passed 
legislation in 1912 
authorizing home rule 
to begin in 1914. 
Implementation of 
home rule, which 
would have granted 
Ireland the same kind 
of dominion status 
held by Canada, 
Australia and New Zealand was pushed back 
due to the war. Technically, since 1801, Ireland 
had been one of the three equal kingdoms that 
comprised the United Kingdom, but equality 
and opportunity never seemed to work out very 
well for the Irish realm. 
   Historic Irish grievances were renewed in 
each generation. British restrictions and 

discrimination, 
particularly against 
Catholics. British 
ineptitude or 
connivance, 
especially the failure 
to provide proper 
relief during the 
Great Famine of 
1845-52. British 
regulations that 
undercut Irish 
economic life. And 
British promises that 
were rarely fulfilled. 
When the Irish Parliamentary Party of John 
Redmond saw hopes for peaceful transition to 
Home Rule delayed by World War I and Ulster 
Unionist objections, the rebels saw their chance. 
   Throughout the late 18th and 19th centuries, 
Ireland, like many small countries absorbed into 
the great European empires, experienced a 
cultural revival that renewed national hopes 
in music, art, architecture, dance, literature and 
drama. The foundation of the Irish National 
Theatre Society, the famous Abbey Theatre, in 
1904 by W.B. Yeats and Augusta Lady Gregory 
is a case in point. For the revolutionaries, 
military preparation came in three waves: 
development of the Irish Republican 
Brotherhood, largely in Amer ica under  the 
auspices of John Devoy; development of the 
Irish Citizen Army, initially established to 
protect protesting Irish trade unionists; and 
development of the Irish Volunteers, established 
to safeguard Home Rule should it ever come 
from a North-of-Ireland group, the Ulster 
Volunteers, determined to destroy Home Rule 
and maintain direct links to Britain. 
   Fueling the revolutionary fervor were rebel 
leaders such as Padraic Pearse, who found 
inspiration in the poetry that celebrated Irish 
mythology and history; Thomas McDonagh, a 
poet, teacher and polemicist; Jim Connolly, a 
fiery labor leader; and others; and Joseph 

Plunkett, another poet 
and journalist. It has 
been claimed that the 
Easter Rising was a 
revolution of poets – 
and there is some truth to 
justify the claim. The 
British response to the 
rising was anything but 
poetic. Surprised at first, 
the British responded in 
force, so that 1,250 
rebels faced 17,000 
British troops. When 
Pearse issued the order 
to surrender, it was to 

prevent further bloodshed and destruction. The 
Easter Rising left 66 rebels killed, with another 
16 to be executed. The British saw 143 killed 
and nearly 400 wounded. Civilian casualties 
totaled 260 killed and more than 2,000 
wounded. 
   To the British, the Easter Rising was pure and 
unadulterated treachery, treason committed in 

what had often been 
called “the second 
city of the Empire.” 
Sixteen of the 
leaders were 
summarily tried and 
executed in the yard 
at Kilmainham Gaol, 
and rebels by the 
hundreds were 
incarcerated. 
Initially, the Irish 
population was 
disgusted by the 
rebels; they too saw 

treason, especially as more than 250,000 Irish 
were serving in British forces in World War I 
for “King and Country,” but the country was 
Ireland, which was demonstrating her loyalty in 
the hope of eventual Home Rule. But the 
executions seemed too much too soon; public 
opinion shifted to support the goals of the rising. 
   Just after the war ended, a 1919 parliamentary 
election in the U.K. led to the Irish electing Sinn 
Fein pro-revolutionary delegates across the 
board. They refused to take their seats in 
Westminster, and instead they formed Dail 
Eireann, the Irish Parliament.of an Irish 
Republic. Soon the Irish War of Independence 
was under way, and by 1921, the Irish Free 
State had been established. It had the same 
status as a dominion, but it was increasingly 
clear that Ireland would leave the imperial 
British fold – a group that she had never 
willingly joined in the first place. The War of 
Independence followed by the Irish Civil War 
were bloody affairs, but, in due course, Ireland 
achieved precisely what her poets and singers 
had hoped. 
   The Easter Rising raises some interesting 
questions for us who live a century afterwards. 
While we can admire the patriots who renewed 
the struggle for freedom in their own blood, we 
can wonder whether the violence could have 
been avoided. We could ask if non-violence 
might have won the day, as it had when Daniel 
O’Connell led the way to Catholic emancipation 
in the 1820s, a time when the vote began to be 
extended to Catholics. 
   The Easter Rising was bloody, and the Church 
had condemned further violence. But to the 
visionary poets of 1916 holed up in the General 
Post Office building in Dublin, some things 
were worth dying for and some worth living for. 
As 21st century Americans, many with some 
Irish background, the Easter Rising challenges 
us to determine what matters enough to us to 
defend with our lives and to risk even defeat for 
the sake of a dream.   © Rev. Jerome J. Day, O.S.B. 

 
 
 
                                               

From the Pastor: Fr. Jerome Joseph Day, O.S.B. 

Easter Rising 1916: Poetry, dreams of  liberty and violence entwine 
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The New Saint  

Raphael             

Follies &       

Revue was so 

popular last year that 

the show will be back again this year. 

Save the date! Friday, June 3, 2016, 

at Saint Anselm College’s Dana 

Center. Some great silent auction 

raffles this year! Sponsorship 

opportunities too. Please begin 

planning your acts and numbers! 

Watch upcoming bulletins for further 

March 13, 2016 

“It was the best of times”:  Please join the parish 
book discussion group at it explores the corporal 
and spiritual works of mercy during this Jubilee 
Year of Mercy. Our first selection will be Charles 
Dickens' A Tale of Two Cities, set during the 
brutality of the French Revolution. Replete with 
themes of sacrificial love and resurrection, this 
novel offers insights suitable for Lent as well. We 

meet Thursday, March 31, at 7pm upstairs in the church 
classroom. Please come early for refreshments!  Books are available at 
the parish office for $9.  

First-time visitor? 
Welcome! Cards on the 

table at the entry invite 

you to fill out contact 

information should you 

want to register. We’d love to have you! Cards may 

Congratulations to Andrew James Atkinson, 
son of Michael and Heidi (Van Vliet) Atkinson, 
who was baptized last week by P. Jerome, 
O.S.B., pastor. Let us strive, by our word and 
example, to create an environment for them 
to come to know the love of God and the 
meaning of “being church.”  

Every Envelope Counts! Please 
remember to return your weekly 
contribution envelopes for the times 
when you have been away from Saint 
Raphael this winter. The need to fulfill 

our obligation to support our parish is clear, and regular expenses 
occur whether we are in the pews here or not. Your help in this 
effort will be greatly appreciated! 

Winter weather  policy If the Manchester 

Public Schools are closed due to weather 

conditions, all parish facilities are closed. Classes 

and practices are also canceled. Check WMUR and 

our Facebook page to see if Masses are canceled.  

“Each one must give as he has decided in his 
heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Corinth 9:7 


