
Please 

pray for 

the repose 

of the soul of Jeanne L. 

Fitzgerald, who died on June 10 

and whose funeral Mass was 

celebrated last week.  

                          

SUMMER HOURS The office will be 

closed on Fridays during the months of 

July and August throughout the summer.  

Hymnal 
#966  XIII Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sat., June 25                                                                    

Lam 2:2, 10-14, 18-19; Ps 74:1b-7, 20-21; Mt 8:15-17       

4 pm  … Luke Atkins (1st Anniv.) by Pat Tremblay 

Sun., June 26                        XIII Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1 Kgs 19:16b, 19-21; Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-11; Gal 5:1, 13-18; 

Lk 9:51-62                                                                            

7:30 am … Edward J. Moran (3rd Anniv.) by Margaret-Ann Moran  

9:30 am … Joseph M. Dambach by Denis & Eileen Smith         

4:30 pm … Penance & Reconciliation                                                        

5 pm … Our Parish Family                                                               

Mon., June 27                                                           Saint Cyril                                                             

Am 2:6-10, 13-16; Ps 50:16bc-23; Mt 8:18-22 

12 pm … Mr. & Mrs. Alfred K. Hobbs, Jr., by Cynthia Hobbs 

Tue., June 28                                                    Saint Irenaeus  

Am 3:1-8; 4:11-12; Ps 5:4b-8; Mt 8:23-27 

12 pm … Romain & Louise Marcoux by Diane Gallant 

Wed., June 29                                     Saints Peter and Paul 

Acts 12:1-11; Ps 34:2-9; 2 Tm 4:6-8, 17-18; Mt 16:13-19  

12 pm … David Tullgren (25th Anniv.) by Irene Tullgren 

Thur., June 30                                                                  

Am 7:10-17; Ps 19:8-11; Mt 9:1-8                                        

8:30 am … Dot, Ray, & Roger LaRochelle by Lillian         

Larochelle 

Fri., July 1        ~ OFFICE CLOSED ~                                                                           

Am 8:4-6, 9-12; Ps 119:2, 10, 20, 30, 40, 131; Mt 9:9-13       

6 pm … Dan Sullivan by Linda Beland                                      

6:35 pm …. Adoration of Blessed Sacrament  

Sat., July 2                                                                   

Am 9:11-15; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14; Mt 9:14-17                               

4 pm  … Our Parish Family 

Sun., July 3                            XIV Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Is 66:10-14c; Ps 66:1-7, 16, 20; Gal 6:14-18; Lk 10:1-12, 

17-20 [1-9]                                                                          

7:30 am … Anne Foley by Connie Raymond 

9:30 am … Lucille M. Kelley by the Kelley family                          

5 pm … Marie Sylvia by Sean Thomas 

Sanctuary candle The sanctuary candle  
burns this week for our parish family. 

Mon., June 27                                                 
7—8 pm …  Food Pantry                            
Tue., June 28                                                          
12:30 pm … Parish Nurse                              

2016 Annual 

Campaign  

Our goal this 

year is 

$26,000. Thank 

you to those who have supported 

Catholic Charities. To date, your gift 

has helped us raise $12,350  towards 

our goal. We are almost halfway 

there!  Envelopes are located at the 

back of the church. Thank you for 

supporting Catholic Charities New 

Hampshire. Please help us reach our 

goal! 

Sign up to host Vocation Chalice or Pilgrim Virgin statue         
Parishioners and friends of the parish are encouraged 
to sign up for either or both of these opportunities for 
two– week intervals. Find out more by reading about 
it on our website, www.saint-raphael-parish.com. 
Please call the office at 623.2604 to make 
arrangements. This is a great opportunity to develop 
prayer in your home and heart, to honor Mary and to 
ask God for the gift of new vocations!   

Altar Servers Needed! The Altar Server’s Ministry is a unique 
one in the Catholic Church. Other than priests and deacons, no one 
else is allowed to play so closely a part in the preparation of the 
Eucharist. Your participation as an Altar Server is special. When you 
serve the priests and deacons, you serve the people of God, and above 
all, you serve Christ. Servers should have received their First 
Eucharist before they start serving. If you are interested, please call 
Kerri in the office at 623.2604. Thank you! 

Saint Raphael Food Pantry  
On Monday, June 20, the food pantry 
served 23 families and gave out 38 
bags of groceries We need Mac ‘n 
Cheese and can always use brown 

paper bags!  

VBS 2016: Cave Quest!… Saint Raphael’s 
ever popular Vacation Bible School is coming! 
This year, VBS will be  July 18—22 from 9 am—12 
pm. This year’s theme is “Cave Quest—Following 
Jesus, the Light of the Word”. We seek 
volunteers and participants. Applications via 
our website, www.saint-raphael-parish.com. 

 

Weekend of June 19, 2016 
 Regular Offertory      
$5,169.00 Make-Up Offertory                   
380.00 Loose Offertory                        
697.40 Online Parish Giving                
200.00 Total       
   
$6,446.40                                                                                                                        

Stewardship                
$    205.00  
                                                                          

Food Pantry               $   

Every Envelope Counts! Please remember to 
return your weekly contribution envelopes for 
the times when you will be away from Saint 
Raphael this summer. The need to fulfill our 
obligation to support our parish is clear, and 

regular expenses occur whether we are in the pews here or not. Your help 
in this effort will be greatly appreciated! 



                       

   When the Continental Congress decided in 
1777 that the newly-declared United States of 
America would have its own flag and it 
would consist of 13 stripes alternating in red 
and white, plus a union or canton in blue with 
a star for each state, it established the pattern 
of evolution of Old Glory for the years to 
come. The story of our flag is the story of our 
nation, although thousands of moments are 
never recorded for  poster ity – and yet they 
help make the American flag a vital symbol 
for most citizens. 
   Before we run out of June, I want to 
mention an event on June 14, Flag Day. I was 
privileged to participate in a small part of this 
evolution in the courtyard at Saint Raphael. 
After many years of disuse and dereliction, 
the flagpole adjacent to Saint Benedict 
Academy was 
refurbished and 
ready to be 
blessed and re-
commissioned. At 
8.30 a..m. on 
Tuesday, the 
youngsters at 
Saint Benedict’s 
assembled outside 
for a special 
program 
rededicating the flagpole – and the 
flag that flies at its top. 
   Through the leadership, hard work 
and dedication of two Saint Raphael 
parishioners, Eric Bernazanni 
(Follies photo, right) and Sean 
Donnelly (blessing photo, left)  the 
project began earlier this spring. 
Both of these young men have 
youngsters at Saint Benedict, and 
Sean’s wife, Jennifer, is a teacher’s 
aide there. With my blessing, these 
two young men led an effort that 
saw the area adjacent to the school 
cleaned up and rededicated. New 
hardware for the flagpole was obtained, and a 
flag procured. The flag is used, but repaired 
and rendered virtually new by a veteran of the 
Vietnam War who lives in Manchester  and 
has made a practice of giving new life to old 
flags. 
   As I was getting ready for the program, I 
couldn’t help but chuckle as I thought of my 
late confrere from the abbey, the Rev. Daniel 
G. Dempski, O.S.B. Father  Daniel loved 
serving at Saint Raphael, whether it was to fill 
in for a single Mass or stay for several weeks. 
After his stroke, he would spend his vacations 
here. We were great friends, but those who 
knew us realized we could have some major 
go-’rounds. One of our most “faux ferocious” 
battles was over the flagpole — and we were 
on the same side! 
   I’d always wanted to see the area cleaned 

up and restored 
– but some 
other project 
always seemed 
to jump the 
line. Once, as 
Father Daniel 
and I were 
leaving, I made 
the 
observation, 
“Wouldn’t it 
be nice to see 
that old 
smokestack r emoved and a flagpole 
there?” 
   Instantly, Daniel shot back, “It’s not a 
smokestack. It is a flagpole. What’s wrong 

with you? And 
why don’t you 
just fix it?” 
   And we were 
off. I have no 
idea why I 
thought it was a 
smokestack, but I 
did and held 
tenaciously to 
that view for 
several years. 

Eventually, however, I discovered 
what apparently was obvious to 
everybody else – and so the flagpole 
restoration project fulfills a long-
held aspiration,  with an amusing 
history. 
   The morning program in the 
courtyard was meant to dovetail with 
Flag Day, which commemorates the 
adoption of the red, white and blue 
banner of our nation. We sang the 
national anthem under the direction 
of Ben O’Brien, the school’s music 
teacher. I can’t imagine a more 
robust singing of “The Star-

Spangled Banner” than the SBA version this 
past week! We recited the Pledge of 
Allegiance, led by one of the students. Sixth 
graders gave the students, parents and 
families a quick overview of the history and 
development of the flag. I was asked to 
provide the blessing and prayer of dedication. 
   Perhaps the most moving part of the 
program was the raising of the flag by two 
members of the Catholic War Veterans 
organization. Old Glory went up the pole 
briskly, the breeze unfurling her “broad stars 
and bright stars.” After a moment at the top of 
the pole, the flag came slowly down to half-
staff in response to directions from President 
Obama and Gov. Hassan that the country 
and the state acknowledge the tragic massacre 
of some 49 patrons at a gay nightclub in 
Orlando, FL, very early on June 12 by a 

young American-born security guard of 
Afghan descent who claimed allegiance to 
ISIS and its brand of brutal, radical and 
violent Islam. 
The shooting was the worst terrorist attack in 
the U.S. since 9/11 in 2001, although it is a 
strange one. Despite the fact that the attacker 
had been investigated by the FBI twice before 
and despite what is emerging as a pattern of 
abusive and unstable behavior, he was able to 
obtain a semi-automatic rifle – not something 
one generally needs either for sport or 
personal defense. In some respects, many of 
the key raw spots in our national life came 
together in the Orlando tragedy – the ease 
with which deadly weapons make their way 
into the hands of unstable persons, the 
emergence of home-grown terrorists and the 
conflicts about lifestyle choices – and the 
need for social harmony. 
   As a society, we need to be speaking, 
reasoning and finding solutions together – not 
pointing fingers, targeting victims or pulling 
triggers. Moreover, we need to be reminded 
of the values, sacrifices and achievements that 
unite us. So much these days draws upon 
“difference,” and difference has its place. 
This was a ceremony at a Catholic school, 
after all. But we need to remember what 
draws us together as a nation — and it must 
be about more than economic status. 
   The flag-raising in the courtyard was a 
beautiful moment in and of itself, but in 
contrast to what is happening nationally it 
spoke volumes. Here was love of country, 
pride in heritage, diversity of background 
among our youngsters, respect for faith and 
unity of purpose all on display. May the 
prayers, pledges and salutes that will take 
place around our refurbished flagpole in the 
years to come help teach our youngsters, and 
the rest of us, all that the flag flying above 
them mean!  
                         © Rev. Jerome Joseph Day, O.S.B. 

From the Pastor: Father Jerome Joseph Day, O.S.B. 

Flag pole restoration, raising Old Glory remind us of  American unity 


