
New flooring—The refurbishing of the flooring in 
some offices is underway. We will be putting 
offices back together during this next week. The 
rectory will be open, but we ask that you call with 
any issues that can be addressed over the phone. 
Thank you!  

Thank 

you, 

Sean 

Markey, 

for donating a new U.S. 

flag and pole to the 

rectory. We are proud to 

display it every day on 

the front porch when the 

office is open. God bless 

America! 

Hymnal 
#984  XIX Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sat., August 6                       Transfiguration of the Lord  

Dn 7:9-10, 13-14; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9; 2 Pt 1:16-19; Lk 

9:28b-36                                                                               

4 pm  … Leo & Doris Moreau by her family 

Sun., August 7                      XIX Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Wis 18:6-9; Ps 33:1, 12, 18-22; Hb 11:1-2, 8-19 [1-2, 8-

12]; Lk 12:32-48 [35-40]                                                       

7:30 am … Our Parish Family 

9:30 am … Mary Marszal by Faye Kelly                                    

5 pm … Robert Canty by Jack & Colleen Byrne                          

Mon., August 8                                                  Saint Dominic 

Ez 1:2-5, 24-28c; Ps 148:1-2, 11-14; Mt 17:22-27 

12 pm … Kathleen McNamara Cunningham by Margaret-Ann 

Moran 

Tue., August 9         Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross  

Ez 2:8 — 3:4; Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131; Mt 18:1-5, 

10, 12-14 

12 pm … Susan  Canty by Jack & Colleen Byrne 

Wed., August 10                                              Saint Lawrence  

2 Cor 9:6-10; Ps 112:1-2, 5-9; Jn 12:24-26                             

12 pm … Leonard J. Rizzuto by Margaret-Ann Moran 

Thur., August 11                                                      Saint Clare                                                             

Ez 12:1-12; Ps 78:56-59, 61-62: Mt 18:21 — 19:1                 

8:30 am … Edward Oakes by Ann Jennings 

Fri., August 12                   Saint Jane Frances de Chantal                                       

~ OFFICE CLOSED ~                                                                           

Ez 16:1-15, 60, 63 or 16:59-63; Is 12:2-3, 4bcd-6; Mt 19:3

-12                                                                                 6 pm 

… Dan Sullivan by Linda Beland 

Sat., August 13                 Saints Pontian and Hippolytus 

Ez 18:1-10, 13b, 30-32; Ps 51:12-15, 18-19; Mt 19:13-15 

4 pm  … Richard O’Dowd & Connie Gagne by Claire O’Dowd 

Sun., August 14                      XX Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Jer 38:4-6, 8-10; Ps 40:2-4, 18; Heb 12:1-4; Lk 12:49-53 

7:30 am … Mary Marszal by Richard Bienvenue  

9:30 am … Audrey Barry by Mary Barry                                     

5 pm … Sean Buckley (6th Anniv.) by Ronnie Schlender 

Sanctuary candle The sanctuary candle  
burns this week for Dot, Ray, & Roger 
LaRochelle by Lil LaRochelle. by his family.  

2016 Annual 

Campaign  Our 

goal this year is 

$26,000. Thank 

you to those who have supported 

Catholic Charities. To date, your gift 

has helped us raise $14,605 towards 

our goal. We are now more than 

halfway there!  Envelopes are 

located at the back of the church. 

Thank you for supporting Catholic 

Charities New Hampshire. Please 

help us reach our goal! 

Sign up to host Vocation Chalice or Pilgrim Virgin statue         
Parishioners and friends of the parish are encouraged 
to sign up for either or both of these opportunities for 
two– week intervals. Find out more by reading about 
it on our website, www.saint-raphael-parish.com. 
Please call the office at 623.2604 to make 
arrangements. This is a great opportunity to develop 
prayer in your home and heart, to honor Mary and to 
ask God for the gift of new vocations!   

 

Weekend of  
July 31,  2016 

 
 Regular Offertory      $5,088.00 
Make-Up Offertory                1,405.00 
Loose Offertory                         900.00 
Online Parish Giving                 150.00 
Total       
   $,7543.00 

                                                                                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                      

Thank you for your generosity! 

Saint Raphael Food Pantry  On 
Monday, August 1, the food pantry served 
29 families and gave out 42 bags of   
groceries. We need macaroni and cheese 

and can always use brown paper bags!  

Book Discussion and Film:  Please join the book discussion 
group in marking the recent death of Elie Wiesel by reading 
Night, the account of Wiesel's experiences in concentration 
camps during World War II. We'll also we screening a film about 
Irena Sendler, a Polish Catholic laywoman whose efforts helped 
to save more than 2,500 Jewish children during World War 
II.  Our meeting will take place on Thur., August 18, at 7pm in 

the Parish Hall. Please come early to enjoy some refreshments. Books are 
available at the rectory for $7.  Note: This book is suitable for adult readers.  

Check out details in this week’s insert 
about the LifeLine Screening taking 
place here on Sep. 14, 2016.  

Routes / Roots of Faith             
Pilgrimage—Fall, 2016 Stay tuned 
for details regarding a 3-day pilgrimage 
as we continue to celebrate the Jubilee 
Year of Mercy. The National Shrine of 
the Divine Mercy, The National Shrine 
of North American  Martyrs, The 
Norman Rockwell Museum, and Yankee 

Candle Village are among the sites on the itinerary on 
or about Oct. 9—11th. Full details to follow soon! 

Save the date: BECAUSE JESUS LIVES! Join us on Sat., Oct. 22!  A Day of 
Renewal at Ste. Marie, Manchester, 8am—3pm. Praise and Worship, dynamic 
speakers, fellowship and prayer ministry!  To register contact Pat Hurd, 
PHurd1503@aol.com or mail your check for $15, name, address, email, 
telephone number to: Pat Hurd, 19 Dora Street, Nashua, NH 03062. Sponsored 
by NH Catholic Charismatic Renewal. 

Knights of Columbus Blood Drive Mark your calendar 

for Friday, August 26, 1-6 pm, in the Parish Hall. The Knights 

of Columbus will be hosting a blood drive. Blood is in short 

supply. All blood donations would be greatly appreciated! 

mailto:PHurd1503@aol.com


                       

   I’m writing this not from the comforts of 
my office, but from a back multifunction 
room normally used for the food pantry and 
for the weekly counting of money. I have 
emptied my office of its contents: desk, chair, 
computers, files, books, knickknacks—
virtually everything, so that the workers could 
begin the work of pulling up the tired 
carpeting and refurbish the beautiful 
hardwood flooring that 
has remained hidden 
beneath for years. While 
we would have liked to 
have tackled the entire 
main floor of the 
rectory, we were forced 
to do the work in phases 
so that we could 
function, albeit in a 
somewhat limited 
capacity, during the two-
week renovation. You 
see, we needed available 
space to relocate the 
contents of not only my 
office, but also those of 
Fr. Jerome’s. So nearly 
every square inch of the 
parlor, dining room, 
hallway, and kitchen is 
the temporary home of 
everything that has been 
moved out of our 
offices. 
   I am nearly halfway 
through my fifth year 
working here, and while 
I can say I do try to keep 
on top of things and 
minimizing the 
accumulation of 
unnecessary documents, 
inevitably it builds up, 
and you can bet that 
when I’m ready to move back into my office, 
not everything that was removed will go 
back. And while you’d think the same would 
be said for Fr. Jerome, you would be 
mistaken.  
   When one embarks on any type of 
renovation, there is the opportunity to purge 
and clean. There is always stuff found, some 
to keep, and some to toss. Fr. Jerome was 
periodically reminded of this looming project 
and to work on boxing up his office. He was 
no stranger to this assignment, in fact, having 
had to do the very same thing at the college 
when he was told he had to relocate his office 
there. Same situation, different office. 
Fourteen year’s worth of “stuff” has never 
been purged from his rectory office, and so it 
was a daunting task that he was being asked 
to undertake.  But I was patient and let him go 
at his own pace.  
   I was patient when he carried yet another 

box of things into my office as I worked, so 
that he could reminisce of its contents with 
me. I was patient when that box, along with 
others, were ultimately abandoned in my 
office, contents of which should have been 
tossed, still piled high. The progress was 
going painstakingly slow, and it seemed we 
were never going to achieve our goal.  
   But with two days left before the work was 

to begin, we were forced to work 
against the ticking clock. I enlisted 
the help of several able bodied men, 
along with two of my own sons and 
friends, to disassemble desks and haul 
them and all the other heavy items to 
other rooms in the rectory. Box upon 
box was filled, and by Monday 
afternoon, three rooms had been 
emptied of their contents.  
   Weaving my way through paths to 
get from point A to point B has been 
a challenge, but I continue to remind 
myself that despite the upheaval, in 
the end it will all be worth it. If there 
is anything that these two weeks of 
inconvenience has taught me, it is that 
it is just temporary. Sifting through 
boxes of papers, deciding what should 
be kept, what should be delegated to 
storage, and what should meet its 
ultimate demise in the dumpster had 
me thinking on a broader perspective; 
the quality of relationships, what we 
do, attitudes we hold, vices we let 
grow in our lives—all of these things 
shape who we are. Naturally, there are 
those that creep in unknowingly and 
sometimes weigh us down. It is up to 
us to decide whether we want to let go 
of these things or to let them define us 
as individuals.  
   Lent is typically the time for this 
spiritual assessment, when we peel 
back the layers of the cloudy film of 

“stuff” that consumes us, and embark on a 
self-cleansing endeavor to purify ourselves. 
Knowing some to be more difficult than 
others, we make the tough decisions to either 
retain and work on what we can’t keep, and 
let go of the things that are weighing us 
down.  
   What about the letters and emails and 
manuals and newspapers dating back over a 
decade? A 2002 Irish calendar; a 2004-2005 
Yellow Pages phone book. Keep or toss? The 
practical decision would be to toss every last 
one, and had these particular items been 
found within the four walls of my office, they 
would already be in the dumpster. But these 
were buried deep within the desk drawers and 
closet of Fr. Jerome’s office, and who am I to 
tell him he has absolutely no need for a 2002 
calendar or outdated phone book? What we 
may see as clutter and junk may have 
sentimental value to him, and I have no right 

to decide that he would fare much better with 
a little less clutter in his office.  
   Sure, much of what had been piling up in 

his office could 
be thrown 
away. Let’s be 
honest here: he 
wouldn’t even 
miss much of 
it, nor would 
he even know 
it is gone 
except for the 
empty space on 
his desk. 
Perhaps it’s the 
Irish in him that 
refuses to let go 
of unnecessary 
stuff. And 
really, is 
retaining all of 
these papers 
weighing him 
down? Probably 
not. He’s a 
creature of 
habit. So it will 
be his job to 
decide what 
will be returned 

to his office once the flooring project is 
complete. Just as it will be my job to give him 
a deadline to do as much. If, by Halloween, 
boxes of his stuff remain, then perhaps these 
boxes will just find their way to permanent 
storage in the attic. It will be a battle half won 
and a fair compromise and perhaps by then, 
he will begin to appreciate the cleanliness of 
his new office space, every time he walks 
across the refurbished hardwood floors and 
especially when he covers another space on 
his desk with yet another piece of paper.  
   We will feel light with all the new space we 
have carved out for ourselves. We will 
appreciate more than ever the raw beautify of 
what an old building like this rectory boasts. 
And by this time next year, we won’t even 
remember the frustration of looking for a 
needed item that was buried in a box way out 
of reach. And when I have to ask Fr. Jerome 
for a particular document, I know he will 
know exactly where it is in the pile of papers 
and folders and books on his desk where only 
a 12”x16” space will remain.  
                                               ©  Kerri L. Stanley 

From the Secretary / Director of  Liturgy: Kerri L. Stanley 

Out with the old, in with the new, and resurrecting past beauty 

Temporary storage of two 

offices in the rectory parlor 

and dining room . 

Planks yet to be sanded, buffed, 

and refinished. 


