
Hymnal 
#1002  XXV Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sat., September 17                                                         

1 Cor 15:35-37, 42-49; Ps 56:10c-14; Lk 8:4-15                  

4 pm  … Elise E. Lambert by Lionel & Lillian Coulon 

Sun., September 18             XXV Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Am 8:4-7; Ps 113:1-2, 4-8; 1 Tm 2:1-8; Lk 16:1-13 [10-

13]                                                                                        

7:30 am … Clayton Raymond by Connie Raymond 

9:30 am … Lucille M. Kelley by the Kelley family                      

5 pm … William Wisner III by Teresa Greene                                

Mon., September 19                                       Saint Januarius 

Prv 3:27-34; Ps 15:2-5; Lk 8:16-18 

12 pm … Mass of Thaksgiving by Moe Daneau 

Tue., September 20       St Andrew Kim Tae-gon & Cmpns 

Prv 21:1-6, 10-13; Ps 119:1, 27, 30, 34, 35, 44; Lk 8:19-21 

12 pm … Alfred K. Hobbs, Jr., by Cynthia Hobbs               

Wed., September 21                                          Saint Matthew 

Eph 4:1-7, 11-13; Ps 19:2-5; Mt 9:9-13                             

12 pm … Rocco Ricci, Sr., by his family 

Thur., September 22                                                          

Eccl 1:2-11; Ps 90:3-6, 12-14, 17bc; Lk 9:7-9                 

8:30 am … Robert “Doc” Reel by his family and friends 

Fri., September 23                Saint Pius of Pietrelcina 

Eccl 3:1-11; Ps 144:1b, 2abc, 3-4; Lk 9:18-22                    

6 pm … Romain & Louis Marcoux by Diane Gallant                     

Sat., September 24                                                         

Eccl 11:9 — 12:8; Ps 90:3-6, 12-14, 17; Lk 9:43b-45        

4 pm  … Charles Richard by Simone Richard 

Sun., September 25            XXVI Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Am 6:1a, 4-7; Ps 146:7-10; 1 Tm 6:11-16; Lk 16:19-31  

7:30 am … Constance Little by Nancy Healy 

9:30 am … Edward Bolton (3rd Anniv.) by Diane Bolton           

5 pm … Our Parish Family  

Sanctuary candle The sanctuary candle  burns 
this week for Dot, Ray, and Roger 
LaRochelle by Lillian LaRochelle. 

2016 Annual 

Campaign  

Our goal this 

year is 

$26,000. Thank 

you to those who have supported 

Catholic Charities. To date, your gift 

has helped us raise $19,2035 

towards our goal. Let’s raise the 

$6,765 to reach our goal!  Envelopes 

are located at the back of the 

church. Thank you for supporting 

Catholic Charities New Hampshire. 

Please help us reach our goal! 

Altar Servers Needed! The altar server’s ministry is a unique 
one in the Catholic Church. Other than priests and deacons, no one 
else so closely plays a part in the celebration of the Eucharist. We 
welcome youth who have made their First Communion, as well as 
adults who would like to serve, to attend an informational 
meeting on Oct. 16 at 11 am in the church. Training and 
refresher training will be provided as well. Questions? Please contact 
Eric Bernazzani, director of altar serving, at 

 

Weekend of September 11, 2016 
 Regular Offertory      
$3,130.00 Make-Up Offertory                   
530.00 Loose Offertory                         
496.50 Online Parish Giving                 
310.00 Total       
   
$4,466.50 
 

Stewardship    
$1,989.00 
Stewardship Online                    15.00 
Total Stewardship             $2,004.00 

                                                                                                                                                                                              

Saint Raphael Food 
Pantry  On Monday, Sep. 
12, the food pantry served 34 
families and gave out 51 bags 

of groceries. We will be closed on Monday, Sep. 
5 for Labor Day. We need Mac ’n Cheese and 
can always use brown paper bags!  

Routes / Roots of Faith Pilgrimage—Fall 2016 Please 
see the new insert in this week’s bulletin regarding our fall 
pilgrimage. We are revising the itinerary from a 3-day 
pilgrimage to a one day pilgrimage and hope that you 
will join us in this one-day, all inclusive trip to visit the 
National Shrine of Divine Mercy and the Norman Rockwell 
Museum in Stockbridge, MA. Deposits must be received no 
later than Friday, September 23 so please act quickly! 

Sun., Sep. 18                                                                                   
9:15 am … Religious Education—Parish Hall                                                 
3 pm … Liturgy Training—Main Church                                                                 
Mon., Sep. 19                                                                                  
6:30 pm … Youth Ministry—Parish Hall                                        
7 pm … Food Pantry                                                                       
Tue., September 20                              
12:30 pm … Parish Nurse—Church Conference Room                                                                 
Wed., September 21                                                                              
7 pm … Respect Life Committee Mtg—Church Conference Room         
Fri., September 23                                                                            
7:30 pm … Holy League—Church Conference Room                           

Sun., Sep. 25                                                                                   
9:15 am … Religious Education—Parish Hall                                    
9:30 am … Altar Server Investiture at Mass                 

II                                                                                                                       
Michael McGeever &                     
Alejandra Potter                                                                  
III                                                                                                                            
Michael Courtney &                  
Lindsey Gray 

Knights of Columbus Blood Drive Mark your calendar for 

Thursday, Sept. 29, 1-6 pm, in the Parish Hall. The K of C will 

host a blood drive. Blood is in short supply. All donations greatly 

appreciated! Further details in the flyers located at the back of the 

Wanted: Happy Home for Cubby Free, 
beautiful 6 year old orange and white cat to 
loving home. He needs to have access to the 
outdoors as well as indoors. Perfect companion 
for a retired individuals or families with older 
kids. Cubby is male, spayed and up to date with 

all his shots. If interested, please call Kerri at the rectory at 623.2604.  

NH Right to Life is holding its Annual Benefit Banquet Thursday, Oct. 6 at 
5:30pm at the Executive Court Banquet Facility, Manchester. Tickets are 
$60 per person. Mail payments to: NHRTL/Banquet, 8 N. Main St., 
Concord, NH 03301 and include your name, address, and phone number.   

https://www.archtoronto.org/mercy


                       

   One of the temptations of 
many priests is to travel in 
mufti. When we wear  our  
habits or suit and collar, we 
seem to send out radio 
waves inviting everybody 
to approach and engage us 
in conversation. Often this 
is quite pleasant. I have 
found myself chatting with 
all kinds of people about 

recent games, current politics and the latest 
fads and trends. Sometimes, I find myself 
quite moved by the way people open up their 
hearts to complete strangers. But on occasion 
our clerical attire seems to paint a target on 
us so that every nut in the world decides to 
denounce the Catholic Church, complain 
about the pope or tell us why Father 
Magillicuddy was heartless or why Sister 
Merry Christmas in the fifth grade was such a 
witch. 
   When I was traveling by bus during my 
graduate school days in Montreal, I 
discovered the truth of this behavior. Some 
people can sniff a man “of the cloth” even 
when we’re not wearing those particular 
cloths! So it goes. It’s the price we pay. The 
habit and clerical attire are meant to be signs 
of commitment to us who wear them and of 
witness to those who see them. We have to be 
prepared for all God’s children. 
   On the good days, and even on the bad 
ones, I can find myself sometimes speaking 
to people not just about the news or current 
fads, but about spiritual realities. We often 
hear that conversation should avoid politics 
and religion. That advice often makes good 
sense, but it is not universally valuable or 
useful. If we always avoid politics and 
religion, we never engage others on topics 
that matter in the world we inhabit or  that 
matter to the eternity we hope to attain. I 
wish I were better at speaking about spiritual 
things, but, at least I am willing to do it. 
   One beautiful way to open a conversation 
about spiritual realities is introducing the 
spiritual works of mercy. Last week, we 
considered the corporal works of mercy – 
specific and practical steps we can take to 
share God’s love and compassion with others 
by making at attempt at relieving their 
suffering or distress. What the corporal works 
do for the body (hence their name), the 
spiritual works of mercy endeavor to do for 
soul and spirit. During this Extraordinary 
Jubilee Year of Mercy, we should 
remember that God’s mercy is meant to 
extend to and be given by the whole person, 
body and soul. 
   Like the corporal works, there are seven 
spiritual works of mercy: counseling the 
doubtful, instructing the ignorant, 
admonishing the sinner, comforting the 
sorrowful, forgiving injuries, bearing 

wrongs 
patiently 
and praying 
for the 
living and 
the dead. 
These works 
are well 
attested in 
the biblical 
Word of 
God, 
particularly 
in the 
portrait of 

Jesus Christ that emerges in the gospels. 
Jesus sees Nicodemus at night to teach him 
about baptism. Jesus delivers the Sermon on 
the Mount. The Lord condemns sin but 
embraces the sinner when he meets the 
woman at the well, the woman taken in 
adultery, the rich young man, Matthew the 
tax collector and the scribes and the 
Pharisees. On the Cross, Jesus forgives those 
who have crucified him. Jesus endures the 
attacks of the Jewish elite throughout his 
ministry. Throughout his earthly life, the 
Lord prays for others. Likewise, his prayer  
for the dead – the daughter of Jairus and the 
son of the widow of Nain – proves to be life-
giving and life-transforming. He asks of us 
nothing that he himself has not already 
undertaken! 
   We meet so many people in the world 
today who suffer from fear, anxiety and 
doubt, particularly about matters spiritual. 
For others, the spiritual dimension of life is 
alien or remote. To share our experience, not 
with superiority but with humble 
appreciation, can make a tremendous 
difference in someone’s approach to life. In 
the same way, instructing those in need of 
knowledge and truth is a vital need. If we 
know something is toxic, we have a duty to 
warn others. If a family member or friend 
ignores Christ’s holy law, we should invite 
and encourage some self-examination. How 
many friends, relatives and neighbors have 
faulty understandings of our Catholic faith! 
Whenever we encounter that, we should be 
ready help them discover the truth – not as a 
know-it-all, but rather as a brother or 
sister who loves them. 
   In the Holy Rule, Saint Benedict teaches 
the monks that sometimes “fraternal 
correction” is necessary – but that it should 
be done lovingly and gently. In the same 
way, we may have to “admonish” others 
because what they do, say or believe is 
wrong, dangerous or contrary to God’s law. 
We should not be officious busybodies or 
holier-than-thou hypocrites, but we should 
not be afraid to “speak the truth in love” 
when necessary. 
   Sometimes we forget that God will judge us 

all; our word, lovingly shared, might make all 
the difference. Often we need to hear a 
reminder about the sanctity of life at every 
stage, from conception to natural death; 
human rights and dignity; justice for  
workers; fair taxation, international trade and 
defense policies that value life and the 
environment; the way we treat each other in 
our homes, work places and communities; the 
value of marriage; the importance of chastity 
and fidelity; and many other areas. 
   Comforting the sorrowful, forgiving 
injuries and bearing injuries patiently are 
three excellent and related steps we can 
take to bring God’s mercy into our world. 
Ours is a society that trivializes death in our 
entertainment, avoids it in our public 
discussion and fears it in its reality. Those 
who grieve death of loved ones or other 
reasons need to renew their hope and restore 
human contact. Forgiving injuries – dirty 
looks, cutting remarks, unfair actions, 
betrayals, etc. – enables us to look beyond 
hurt and grievance to a shared future of hope. 
We find that what divides us is never more 
important than what unites us. 
   When we bear injuries patiently, we join 
ourselves to Christ’s suffering on the Cross 
and we give witness to Christian hope. Our 
forbearance recognizes that God is the final 
judge. We may find redress in this world, we 
may not, but we rely on God’s justice in his 
own good time. We look not for vengeance 
but for recognition of our rights, restitution of 
our property and repentance by the one who 
has offended us – but we rely on God’s 
timing, not our own. In the meantime, we ask 
God to help us endure our suffering or 
injustice with calm and a good heart. 
   Finally, the seventh spiritual work of mercy 
is to pray for the living and the dead. Society 
often forgets the dead and hides the dying. 
By praying for the living and the dead, we 
assert the value of all human life before God 
and we strengthen the connections between 
the divine and the human. God knows our 
needs and our mind at all times, but we do 
not! Prayer helps us clarify our needs and 
bolster our hopes. It reminds us that we have 
a destiny in, with and through God. Prayer 
for another is a gift money cannot buy! 
   The spiritual works of mercy, unlike the 
corporal, do not require much planning or 
many resources. They ask only a generous 
heart and a believing soul – and they take just 
a little time. We should use them! 
                        © Rev. Jerome Joseph Day, O.S.B. 

 

From the Pastor: Fr. Jerome Joseph Day, O.S.B. 

Spiritual works of  mercy remind us of  God’s presence in all our lives 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjjrq-xsJTPAhXB1CYKHWCQCakQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fblog.adw.org%2F2015%2F06%2Fforgive-all-injuries-a-meditation-on-the-sixth-spiritual-work-of-mercy%2F&bvm=bv.13305
https://www.archtoronto.org/mercy
https://www.archtoronto.org/mercy

