
Wanted— Saint 
Raphael is looking for 
a new flower patron, 
someone who would 
oversee watering and 
care of our flowers, 

particularly at Easter and Christmas. 
It’s an easy job but one that is of great 
importance!  Please contact Kerri at 
623.2604. Thank you! 

Hymnal #878  The Epiphany of the Lord 

Sat., January 7                        Saint Raymond of Penyafort                                                                

1 Jn 5:14-21; Sal 149:1-6a, 9b; Jn 2:1-11                              

4 pm  … Leo & Doris Moreau by Elaine Plourde 

Sun., January 8                            The Epiphany of the Lord  

Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-

12                                                                                          

7:30 am … Our Parish Family 

9:30 am … Joseph Dambach (1st Anniv.) by Christine and 

Jack Dambach                                                                                 

5 pm … Lorraine de Bellerive (5th Anniv.) by the Hunter and 

Chalifour families                                                                          

Mon., January 9                             The Baptism of the Lord  

Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Acts 10:34-38; Ps 29:1-4, 3, 9-10; Mt 

3:13-17 

12 pm … Vicki Wolf by Lillian LaRochelle 

Tue., January 10                                                                        

Heb 2:5-12; Ps 8:2ab, 5, 6-9; Mk 1:21-28 or Heb 1:1-6 and 

2:5-12; Ps 8:2ab, 5, 6-9; Mk 1:14-20 and 1:21-28                     

12 pm … Donald E. Willikens by Florine Breault                         

Wed., January 11                                                          

Heb 2:14-18; Ps 105:1-4, 6-9; Mk 1:29-39                                        

12 pm … Robert “Doc” Reel by his family and friends 

Thur., January 12                                                           

Heb 3:7-14; Ps 95:6-11; Mk 1:40-45                                      

8:30 am … Georgianna Nichols by Jaye Soderberg  

Fri., January 13                                         Saint Hilary 

Heb 4:1-5, 11; Ps 78:3, 4bc, 6c-8; Mk 2:1-12                          

6 pm … Stephen McLaughlin by Margaret-Ann Moran               

Sat., January 14                                                          

Heb 4:12-16; Ps 19:8-10, 15; Mk 2:13-17                            

4 pm  … Charles Richard by Simone Richard 

Sun., January 15                       II Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Is 49:3, 5-6; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-10; 1 Cor 1:1-3; Jn 1:29-34          

7:30 am … Mary Marszal by Richard Bienvenue 

9:30 am … Jane & Walter Hebert by Dorene Turner                

5 pm … Our Parish Family 

Sanctuary candle The sanctuary candle 
burns this week for Dot, Ray, & Roger 
LaRochelle by Lillian LaRochelle. 

 

Weekend of January 1, 2017 
 Regular Offertory      
$3,680.00 Make-Up Offertory                   
456.00 Loose Offertory                         
258.00 Online Parish Giving                 
195.00 Total Offertory      
$4,589.00                                                                                                                  

Stewardship                         $      72.00 
Online Giving Stewardship         15.00 
Total Stewardship              $     87.00 
   
                     
Immaculate Conception       $     20.00                                                              
Christmas      
5,260.00 Online Giving Christmas          
185.00  
Solemnity of Mary                 1,864.00 
Total Holy Day                   $7,329.00  
  
                      
Food Pantry    $   
350.00 
  
                  

Saint Raphael Food 
Pantry On Monday, 
January 2, the food pantry 
served 14 families and 
gave out 25 bags. We 

need fruit, peanut butter, and cereal. We can 
always use plastic and brown paper bags. 
Thank you! 

Sun., January 8                                           
10:30 am … Coffee & Donuts                           
1 –4 pm … The Pastor’s Reception                       
Mon., January 9                                        
6:30—8 pm … Youth Ministry                            
7—8 pm … Food Pantry                                    
Tue., January 10                                              
12:45 pm … Parish Nurse—Church Conf Rm  
Wed., January 11                                                        
7 pm … Knit & Crochet—Church Conf Room       

Thinking About Remarriage 2017   Workshops Saturday, Jan. 21, 2017 at St. 
Elizabeth Seton Parish, Bedford, and Saturday, May 20, 2017 at St. Pius X, 
Manchester, from 9am—4pm. Visit www.catholicnh.org for the registration form 
or call Maureen Haas at 669-3100 #195 or email mhaas@rcbm.org.  

eGiving ...           
Now you can use 
your credit card 

or electronic check to support the 
mission of Saint Raphael Parish. 
Using electronic giving is easy to do. 
Go to our website (www.saint-
raphael-parish.com) and click on the 
Giving button. In a few minutes, you 
can be sure that your gift will work 
every day of the year to help your 
parish.  

Open House at Northeast Catholic College Feb. 19-20, 2017.  All 
high school students and recent graduates are invited to attend a February Open 
House. Visitors may attend and participate in classes, meet with faculty and 
admissions representatives, attend Mass and participate in spiritual life on our 
Warner, NH, campus, tour the 135-acre campus, eat at the dining room and enjoy 
student entertainment.  Reserve a place today!  Contact the Admissions Office 
at  admissions@northeastcatholic.edu or call 877.498.1723.  

Sacred Songs Throughout 
the Ages—Voice recital featuring 
Emily Swope, a cantor at Saint 
Raphael. The concert will be Sunday, 
Jan. 15, 2017, from 2-3 pm at 
Northeast Catholic College, 511 
Kearsage Mountain Road, Warner, 
NH. Light hors d'oeuvres and 
refreshments will be served. 

Save the Date! Our 

annual Saint Patrick’s 
Dinner will be Saturday, 
March 11, 2017 at 5 pm. 
Watch for more info in the 

coming month. Interested in helping? 
Please call the office at 623.2604. 
We’d love to receive your donations, 
items or funds towards the event for 
the raffle prizes. Please drop 
contributions off at the rectory M-F 
between 9 am-4 pm. Always an 
exciting event. Bring the whole family 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2017 
The 2017 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
(WPCU) will take place from January 18-25 under  the 
banner of the theme:  "Reconciliation - The Love of Christ 
Compels Us.'"  (2 Corinthians 5:14-20). The Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity has a history of over 100 years, 
in which Christians around the world have taken part in 
an octave of prayer for visible Christian unity. By 
annually observing the WPCU, Christians move toward 
the fulfillment of Jesus' prayer at the Last Supper "that 
they all may be one."  (cf. John 17:21) 

mailto:admissions@northeastcatholic.edu
tel:877.498.1723


                       

   I always look forward to Father Bob’s annual 
Christmas newsletter. Unlike so many that 
are a little too preening, his were always filled 
with news from his mission assignment, 
descriptions of the challenges he faced and 
photographs of the kindness his people had 
shown him. But toward the end of this past 
summer, I received a short letter from Bob, and 
it left me a little troubled. In many ways he was 
his usual self, I sensed he was anticipating the 
end, and to my great sadness, he was right. This 
past Christmas, his annual newsletter didn’t 
arrive.  
   Just the week before, I had a message from a 
friend at home, and she shared the news that the 
Rev. Robert M. Lilly, 88, a Maryknoll 
missioner who had served in South Korea for  
more than half a century, had died. True to 
form, Bob (photo top right) kept his final illness 
quiet, returning to Maryknoll’s motherhouse 
near Ossining, N.Y., on the Hudson, for 
medical and, eventually, hospice care. Most 
guys with a clerical collar acknowledge that 
there is a handful of older priests they find truly 
inspiring, whose lives  have helped fan the fire 
of the Holy Spirit in giving bir th to our  own 
vocation. Bob Lilly was such a priest for me. 
   Robert Martin Lilly was born in 1928 in my 
hometown, North Adams, MA, and was a 
member of our beloved old parish, Saint Francis 
of Assisi. I remember  J im and Helen Lilly, 
his mom and dad, going to Mass each Sunday. 
Jim once served as the city’s mayor. Bob went 
to Drury High, then he took his bachelor’s 
degree at Saint Michael’s College in Winooski, 
VT. Later, Bob spent some time at the Boston 
University journalism school – another reason 
why I like him! He served in the U.S. Army 
from 1951-1953. While overseas, he read 
vocation material from Maryknoll – properly, 
the Catholic Foreign Mission Society of 
America – produced – and it clicked. He 
entered Maryknoll the following year. 
   He was ordained in 1960. Assigned to South 
Korea, Father Lilly went to language school and 
in short order was a busy curate. Only a year 
later, he was assigned as pastor to start a new 
parish Suanbo in the Cheong Ju diocese. 
Located in the mountains, his new home must 
have reminded him a little of the Berkshires of 
western Massachusetts – only here everyone 
spoke Korean! For more than 30 years, Bob put 
his heart, soul and back into building up the 
community with a church, rectory, convent and 
outlying mission chapels. Maryknoll is well 
known in the Church for its efforts not only in 

worship, education and 
health care, but also in 
seeking to help people to 
rise up from poverty. Bob 
was instrumental in 
establishing a credit union 
for poor farmers and 
organizing pre-school 
feeding centers for  
youngsters. In due course, 
he was busy building a 

middle school and a hostel for visually-
impaired children and a clinic for the poor. 
His endeavors cost money, especially when 
South Korea’s current robust economy had not 
yet emerged, so he decided to get another job. 
Having become well versed in Korean at this 
stage, he secured a position teaching English for 
a dozen years at nearby Kon Kuk University. 
Korean friends say Bob’s students loved him as 
much as did his 
parishioners! 
   On Father Bob’s visits 
home to the U.S., we had the 
opportunity to visit both in 
North Adams and here in 
Manchester. We’d joke that 
he went from Saint Francis 
in the mountains to Saint 
Francis in the mountains, as 
his Korean parish was Saint 
Francis Xavier. I would 
sometimes tease him and 
say that I couldn’t imagine how his parish in 
Suanbo could possibly have a name that meant 
“Peaceful Waters,” when he was so busy 
building, organizing and directing. He would 
just laugh and remind me that peace has less to 
do with what’s going on outside the heart than 
inside – and Christ gives us his peace if we’re 
willing to take it. A couple of years ago, Bob 
spent a few days at Saint Raphael and Saint 
Anselm. He betrayed a shy smile when I told 
him my world, in some important ways, 
depended upon the example he set. 
   Sometimes, Bob would lament that despite 
the work of sisters and lay people, the number 
of Catholics in the parish didn’t increase much. 
How could that be, I asked. He replied that as 
Korea industrialized and became an economic 
superpower, Seoul and other cities became 
magnets pulling people in from the 
countryside – and sometimes endangering their 
faith. 
   One way Bob wanted to anchor the faith of 
the Korean people was to remind them that 
Catholicism is not a recent Western import, but 
rather has deep roots. In Yon Pung, a mission of 
Suanbo, Bob discovered the shallow grave of 
Saint Luke Hwang, mar tyred in 1866. In 
1980, Bob transferred the remains to the 
National Shrine of the Korean Martyrs that 
he had founded in 1968. In 1984, Pope John 
Paul II, on a visit to Korea, canonized Hwang as 
one of the 103 Korean martyrs. Incidentally, 
Father Lilly was appointed by the Korean 
bishops to the national committee organizing 
the pope’s two pastoral visits to “the Land of 

the Morning Calm.” As he had at Suanbo, Bob 
put his shoulder to the wheel  at the shrine, 
constructing a chapel, priest’s residence, multi-
purpose center, offices, a large hall and 
outside statuary – all to foster devotion to 
Christ and the Blessed Virgin in the Church 
through the life and blood of the Korean 
Martyrs. In the bargain, more than 25,000 
annual visitors to Yon Pung discover  the 
faith’s depth in their land. 
   Only after Bob’s death did I discover that 
between 1987 and 1991, he made frequent trips 
to northeast China’s Korean Autonomous 
Prefecture in an effor t to secure teaching 
positions for Maryknoll personnel. I knew he 
was a writer, but hadn’t realized he had four 
books to his credit: Mother Teresa (1970), 
introducing the future saint of Calcutta to 
Korean Catholics; Guide to Korean Martyrs 
Shrines (1988), Korean Martyrs: Founders of a 

Church (1996) and 
Maryknoll in the South 
(2000). He also produced a 
50-minute video, Light to 
This Land (1995) about Yon 
Pung Martyrs Shrine. 
   Back in 2010, Father Bob 
celebrated his golden jubilee 
of ordination in Korea, at the 
Maryknoll motherhouse and 
in North Adams. What an 
honor to accept his request 
to preach at his jubilee 

Mass, but I first said, “Bob, it’s your 50th! 
People want to hear you, not me.” He 
confided that he was already finding himself 
frequently out of breath, so I agreed – happy 
that I’d have the chance to extol his service and 
focus attention on him. “You have becme 
something a legend, Bob — and with good 
reason. You have seen the face of Christ in the 
poor  and you have recognized their dignity. 
You have seen the potential for goodness in the 
face of the powerful and you have summoned 
them to love. You arrived in Korea, a stranger 
in a strange land, and in with and through the 
love of Christ, you have become one with the 
Korean people without ever  forgetting 
Maryknoll, North Adams and all that you hold 
dear here at home,” I said in the homily. 
   Typically, on his retirement in 2004, Bob’s 
own remarks, reiterated at the jubilee, cut to the 
heart of the matter: “I must first witness to the 
values of the Gospel by my own life and then 
preach the Good News o f Jesus Christ to the 
poor. I see my purpose as a missionary in 
helping establish a local church. Solidarity with 
the poor convinces me that my place is here 
with them for life.”   © Rev. Jerome Joseph Day, 
O.S.B. 

 
                                       
         

From the Pastor: Fr. Jerome Joseph Day, O.S.B. 

Fr. Bob Lilly, Maryknoll missioner, in the Land of  the Morning Calm 

Fr. Bob Lilly of Maryknoll (right) with Pope Francis in Korea 

National Korean Martyrs Shrine at Yon Pung 


