
Hymnal #937 IV Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sat., January 28                              Saint Thomas Aquinas 

4 pm  … Leo & Doris Moreau by Elaine Plourde 

Sun., January 29                      IV Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:30 am … Jack Healy by Lionel & Lillian Coulon 

9:30 am … Robert Lucci by Diane Bolton                                    

5 pm … Ruth (Parmenter) (Costello) Mulcahy by P. Jerome 

Mon., January 30      

12 pm … Pauline Roukey by Eileen Smith 

Tue., January 31                                          Saint John Bosco 

12 pm … Eugene Mooney by Sean Thomas                          

Wed., February 1                                                       

12 pm … Ruth King Joyal by Margaret-Ann Moran 

Thur., February 2                  The Presentation of the Lord                  

8:30 am … Brian McGorry by Diane & Larry Glines 

Fri., February 3                         Saints Blaise & Ansgar 

6 pm … Joseph Handy by Gregory Handy                               

Sat., February 4                                                              

4 pm  … Jeannette & Thomas Ptiman by Maureen Houle 

Sun., February 5                        V Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:30 am … Mary Marszal by Elaine Wood 

9:30 am … Jack Kilroy (25th Anniv.) by Diane Bolton               

5 pm … Our Parish Family 

Sanctuary candle The sanctuary candle 
burns this week for Bill Cowles by Kerr i 
Stanley. 

 

Weekend of January 22, 2017 
 Regular Offertory      
$3,467.00 Make-Up Offertory                   
192.00 Loose Offertory                         
537.30 Online Parish Giving                 
355.00  Total Offertory      
$4,551.30                                                                                                                   
  
                  

  
                                           

Last Year: Weekend of January 24, 2016  
Total Offertory                  $4,430.95 

Saint Raphael Food 
Pantry On Monday, Jan. 
23, the food pantry served 
32 families and gave out 
47 bags. We need fruit, 

peanut butter and cereal. We can always 
use plastic and brown paper bags. Thank 
you! 

Sun., January 29                                         
9:15 am … Religious Ed—Parish Hall      
10:30 am … Coffee & Donuts                       
Mon., January 30                                       
6:30 pm … Youth Ministry                                        
7-8 pm … Food Pantry                                         
Tue., January 31                                              
12:45 pm … Parish Nurse—Church Conf Rm  

eGiving ...           
Now you can 
use your 
credit card or 

electronic check to support the 
mission of Saint Raphael Parish. 
Using electronic giving is easy to do. 
Go to our website (www.saint-
raphael-parish.com) and click on the 
Giving button. In a few minutes, you 
can be sure that your gift will work 
every day of the year to help your 
parish.  Winter weather  

policy If the Manchester 

Public Schools are closed 

due to weather conditions, 
all parish facilities are closed. 

Classes and practices are also 
canceled. Check WMUR and our 

Facebook page to see if Masses 
are canceled.  

January 29, 2017 

  READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF Jan. 29, 2017                                                         
Monday: Heb 11:32-40; Ps 31:20-24; Mk 5:1-20 
Tuesday: Heb 12:1-4; Ps 22:26b-28, 30-32; Mk 5:21-43 
Wednesday: Heb 12:4-7, 11-15; Ps 103:1-2, 13-14, 17-
18a; Mk 6:1-6 
Thursday: Mal 3:1-4; Ps 24:7-10; Heb 2:14-18; Lk 2:22-
40 (22-32) 
Friday: Heb 13:1-8; Ps 27:1, 3, 5, 8b-9; Mk 6:14-29 
Saturday: Heb 13:15-17, 20-21; Ps 23:1-6; Mk 6:30-34 
Sunday: Is 58:7-10; Ps 112:4-9; 1 Cor 2:1-5; Mt 5:13-16  

If you would like to 
obtain a statement for 
your 2016 contributions, 
please contact Kerri at  

623.2604 / kerri.stanley@saint-
raphael-parish.com. 

Planning is under way 

for our annual Saint 
Patrick’s Dinner on 

Saturday, March 11, 
2017. We are accepting 

donations or monetary / gift card 
donations for our raffles. Items 
can be dropped off at the rectory 
M—F  between 9 am and 4 pm. 
Tickets will be $15 each and will be 
available following weekend 
Masses or at the 
rectory during regular 
business hours.  

Parish Pastoral Council We have four openings on the Parish Council. 
If you are interested in serving one of these 3-year terms, please call the 
rectory by Feb. 3.  

Home Heating Raffle! 
The Knights of Columbus 
Council #5112 will again 
sell raffle tickets following 
all of this weekend’s 
Masses for a chance to 

win $250 towards winter heating. Only 
100 tickets will be sold! $10 per entry.  

 The New Saint  Raphael Follies 

& Revue Save the date! Monday and Tuesday, 
June 5 and 6, 2017, at Saint Anselm College’s Dana 
Center. These are the working dates for our third 
annual show! More details will follow. In the 
meantime, who’s going to perform this year? We 
already have some groups — and we need you! 

Wanted: Sacristans, lectors & altar 
servers  
Have you ever considered serving God 
and your fellow parishioners as a 
sacristan, lector or usher? Service in 
these important roles is by 
appointment, but you can help Saint 
Raphael expand our roster by 
volunteering. If interested or if you 
have questions, please contact Kerri at 
the office at 603.623.2604. Thank you!  

Saint Valentine’s Brunch following the 9:30 am Mass on Sunday, Feb. 

11. Watch for further details in the coming weeks. We hope you and your loved 

ones will join us!  

Please pray 
for the  
repose of 

the soul of  Catherine 
(Clancy) Paradie, who died  
Jan. 20. Her funeral Mass 
was celebrated Thursday, 
Jan. 26 by P. Jerome.  



                       

   Last week, in the wake of President 
Trump’s inauguration, we looked at the 
duties of citizenship. Broadly speaking, 
those duties involve paying fair taxes, 
obeying the laws, contributing to the 
community and nation through our economic 
activity and professional service, serving in 
the military or in some other fashion when 
called and voting. 
   To vote, however, requires knowledge of 
our democratic system, understanding of 
the issues and an ability to judge candidates 
prudently. Duly registered citizens have a 
right to vote, but I’m not wild about people 
who know little and think less in the booth. 
Not everyone will reason as I do or share my 
beliefs. I get that. What I don’t get is how, in 
too many cases, liberal or conservative bias, 
without any knowledge of fact, issue or 
consequence, passes itself off as sufficient 
and satisfactory preparation for one of the 
great acts of citizenship – voting. 
   The only way most of us can gain such 
knowledge and insight is from reading, 
viewing and listening to the Fourth Estate – 
the much maligned journalists of the world. 
Not everyone who has a blog or byline on a 
web site or broadcast or front page is, in fact, 
a professional journalist. Some are 
propaganda shills for a political faction or 
special interest group. Judicious use of the 
press is, then, a necessary component of 
citizenship in a republic. That’s what I used 
to tell my reporters in the newsroom in an 
effort to help them understand how vital their 
work on the local level is to the great ideals 
of freedom, justice, equality and opportunity. 
Likewise, it is what I emphasize to my 
students at Saint Anselm both in class and 
on the student newspaper. 
   Consistent, sustained and careful 
encounters with the news is vital to 
maintaining our democracy. In an era when 
we are overwhelmed by information, when 
we can hardly keep track of events and 
changes, when we confront “fake news” and 
“alternative facts” and when far too many of 
us suffer from short attention spans, it is clear 
good citizenship demands that we care for 
our “news ecology.” 
   The first time I ever heard that phrase, I 
was confused. Didn’t ecology refer to the 
environment, plants and birds and so forth? 
In fact, “news ecology” does refer to the 
environment — but the one we construct 
from our encounter with news stories, 
analyses, profiles of newsmakers, feature 
stories, photojournalism, podcasts, broadcasts 
and all the other ways information about the 
events and  
personalities of our time are conveyed. We 
can “silo” what we consume so that we 
only read, hear or watch the news we want, 
material that fits our interests or politics, or 

we can read judiciously 
across the spectrum of 
ideas so that we can 
have our own views and 
those of our leaders 
challenged and tested.  
We can let our news 
environment be 
poisoned by inadequate 
reports, hearsay, 
unsubstantiated and un-

sourced material without any verification, 
salacious and scandalous accounts without 
any genuine news value and coverage that 
amounts to cheap advertising or blatant 
propaganda. We used to call such material 
lies, distortion and bunk. 
   Still another way for us to foul our own 
news ecology, which is a critically important 
way for us to encounter and learn about the 
world we live in, is to consume a 
steady diet of negative, violent 
and distressing news. Such 
reports are certainly available, and 
many of them may come from 
legitimate sources. As human 
beings, however, we cannot 
survive on such depressing and 
disappointing news for long. We 
need to know that somewhere, 
somehow men and women are succeeding 
and are making a difference for the good in 
their families, communities and nations. Such 
an expectation is not a demand for Pollyanna 
journalism; it is a call for a balanced and 
healthy view of the human person. Even 
sports, arts and culture coverage can dive 
down the wormhole of debasement. 
Interestingly, Pope Francis in his fourth 
message for World Communications Day this 
past week, makes a similar call. 
   The message of Pope Francis is the 51st 
such pontifical exhortation on the subject of 
communication. Pope Paul VI established the 
custom of world days for peace and 
communication, and his successors have built 
the practice into an important Catholic 
tradition. For 2017, Pope Francis observes, 
“Life is not simply a bare succession of 
events, but a history, a story waiting to be 
told through the choice of an interpretative 
lens that can select and gather  the most 
relevant data. In and of itself, reality has no 
one clear meaning. Everything depends upon 
the way we look at things, on the lens we use 
to view them. If we change that lens, reality 
itself appears different. So how can we begin 
to “read” reality through the right lens?” 
   The Holy Father reminds Christians who 
report news and who consume news that in 
Jesus Christ we find the lens “to see and 
embrace the love that dies and rises.” Christ 
himself uses parables to explain the 
Kingdom, so images and metaphors “convey 

the quiet power of the Kingdom” … which 
“is already present in our midst, like a seed 
that is easily overlooked, yet silently takes 
root.” Without question, we will, and often 
must, confront the darkness – tragic, 
puzzling, violent and senseless words, 
choices and acts that upend futures and 
destroy lives. But in and with Christ, “even 
darkness and death become a point of 
encounter with Light and Life. Hope is 
born, a hope accessible to everyone, at the 
very crossroads where life meets the 
bitterness of failure. That hope does not 
disappoint, because God’s love has been 
poured into our hearts (cf. Rom 5:5) and 
makes new life blossom.” 
   The world is full of such stories of life and 
possibility. As citizens blessed to live in a 
nation of laws and freedoms, as the First 
Amendment illustrates, we have a 

responsibility to engage our world 
in consistent, responsible and 
balanced ways. Amid the 
horrors of World War II, there 
was the kindness of GIs to 
youngsters they met along the 
way and the skirl of a Scottish 
piper on D-Day on a Normandy 
beach. In Korea and Vietnam, 
there was the dedication and skill 

of doctors and nurses working in brutal 
conditions. During the American Civil Right 
Movement, there were young idealists, old 
ministers and determined nuns locking 
arms with African-Americans to cross 
bridges. While sniper shots and mortars 
during the ethnic fighting in Sarajevo, there 
was the young editor of the local newspaper 
who kept churning out the news and an old 
musician who refused to abandon playing 
the violin each afternoon in the park across 
from his shelled home. In each case, three 
kinds of people are necessary: those who live 
out of love and conviction, those who see the 
hope and tell its story and those who read that 
story and share it. 
   America needs such people and so does the 
world. We might ask ourselves, “What kind 
of people are we?”  Are we willing to make 
the choices in how we encounter the world 
that will build up a sense of the Good News 
and the Kingdom in me? And are we 
willing, having such a perspective, to bring it 
back into the world? 
                         © Rev. Jerome Joseph Day, O.S.B. 

         

From the Pastor: Father Jerome Joseph Day, O.S.B. 

How’s your ‘media ecology’? Do you live in a swamp or on a hill? 
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