
Hymnal #946 VII Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sat., February 18                                                             

4 pm  … Edward Heroux  (2nd Anniv.) by Bridget Heroux      

Sun., February 19                   VII Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:30 am … Mary Marszal by Richard Bienvenue 

9:30 am … Jeannette & Paul Cormier by Therese Dame                  

5 pm … Our Parish Family                                                          

Mon., February 20                

9 am … Pauline Roukey by Liionel & Lillian Coulon 

Tue., February 21                                    Saint Peter Damian 

12 pm … Dorothy Pender by P. Jerome                                  

Wed., February 22  The Chair of Saint Peter the Apostle                                                

12 pm … Vicki Wolf by Robert & Lillian LaRochelle 

Thur., February 23                                            Saint Polycarp                                          

8:30 am … Maurice Roberge by Connie Raymond 

Fri., February 24                                                            

6 pm … Robert “Doc” Reed by family and friends                            

Sat., February 25                                                             

4 pm  … Ronald Robichaud by Mary Robichaud                  

Sun., February 26                 VIII Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:30 am … Our Parish Family                                                           

9:30 am … Edward Heroux by Bridget Heroux                                         

5 pm … Romain & Louise Marcoux by Diane Gallant 

Sanctuary candle The sanctuary candle 
burns this week for Dot, Ray, Roger   
LaRochelle by Lillian LaRochelle. 

 

Weekend of February 12, 2017 
 Regular Offertory      
$7,869.00 Make-Up Offertory                     
71.00 Loose Offertory                         
366.00 Online Parish Giving                 
325.00 Total Offertory      
$8,631.00   

                                       

Stewardship                    
$1,828.00  Stewardship Loose                    
150.00   Stewardship Online Giving         
60.00  Total Stewardship              
$2,038.00                                                            

Last Year: Weekend of February 14, 2016  
Total Offertory                  $6,943.30 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Saint Raphael Food 
Pantry The food pantry was 
closed on Monday, Feb. 13 
due to the storm.  The food 

pantry WILL be open on Monday, Feb. 
20. We’d like to thank The ShopRite 
Partners in Caring Program for again 
selecting our food pantry, via the NH Food 
Bank, to receive a donation of $625 for this 

Sun., February 19                                         
9:15 am … Religious Ed—Parish Hall      
Mon., February 20                                      
7-8 pm … Food Pantry                                              
7 pm … Parish Council Meeting                                       
Fri., February 24                                              
7:30 pm … Holy League     

February 19, 2017 

     READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF Feb. 19, 2017                                                         
Monday: Sir  1:1-10; Ps 93:1-2, 5; Mk 9:14-29 
Tuesday: Sir  2:1-11; Ps 37:3-4, 18-19, 27-28, 39-40; Mk 
9:30-37 
Wednesday: 1 Pt 5:1-4; Ps 23:1-3a, 4-6; Mt 16:13-19 
Thursday: Sir  5:1-8; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Mk 9:41-50 
Friday: Sir  6:5-17; Ps 119:12, 16, 18, 27, 34, 35; Mk 10:1-
12 
Saturday: Sir  17:1-15; Ps 103:13-18; Mk 10:13-16 
Sunday: Is 49:14-15; Ps 62:2-3, 6-9; 1 Cor 4:1-5; Mt 6:24-34  

Our annual Saint Patrick’s Dinner will be held on 

Saturday, March 11, 2017. Tickets are going fast!  We are 
accepting donations or monetary / gift card donations for 
our raffles. Items can be dropped off at the rectory  M—F  
between 9 am and 4 pm. Tickets will be $15 each and are 

available following weekend Masses or at the rectory during regular 

Thank you! Last Sunday’s Saint 

Valentine’s Brunch was wonderful! Thank 

you to Ronnie Schlender and the Gillooly 

family and their teams for organizing the event and to 

everybody who helped out, and to you for attending!   

Please note that Mass will be at 
9am on Monday, Feb. 20, in 
observance of President’s Day. 
The   office will be closed. 

Annual Empty Bowl Project The Friends of Quota 
International will again host its annual Empty Bowl Project 
at Saint Raphael’s on Saturday, March 4, from 5:15—6:30 
pm in the parish hall. There is no cost; however, a good will 
offering will be gratefully accepted. Donations will be shared between the NH Food 
Bank, as well as our own Food Pantry / Hope Chest. Checks can be made 
payable to either Saint Raphael Parish or to the NH Food Bank. Please join us! 

Knights of 

Columbus 

Blood Drive 

Mark your 

calendar for Friday, March 3, 1-6 

pm, in Saint Raphael Parish Hall. 

The Knights of Columbus will host a 

blood drive. Blood is in short supply. 

All blood donations would be greatly 

appreciated! 

February is Catholic Press Month! Are you reading Parable, the 
monthly magazine of the Diocese of Manchester, and provided 

to you by Saint Raphael Parish? Stories of faith, hope and love in 

action!  Reading other good Catholic magazines and newspapers? 

Looking for something to do for Lent?  
Is giving up chocolate no longer 
satisfying enough for you? Looking for 
something a bit more meaningful and 
fulfilling? An opportunity is coming our 
way. Spend an hour on Saturday 
mornings during Lent sharing the 
message of our Lenten Sunday Gospel 

readings with other parishioners and friends who are of the same interest.                                                   
WHO: Everyone is welcome!                                                                    
WHEN: Saturday mornings dur ing Lent at 10am, beginning March 4                                     
WHERE: Church Conference Room                                                              
WHAT TO BRING: Bible (preferably a Catholic version) and an open  
heart! Weekly info and reflection sheets will be available at the rectory. 
Please contact parishioner Eileen Smith at eleensmith1@comcast.net or 
603.668.4837 with questions or interest!  



                       

   The year 2017 certainly has seen an uptick 
in street demonstrations, some carefully 
organized, some spontaneously developed. In 
many demonstrations, placards play a major 
part. Protester s or  advocates want their  
messages to inspire and galvanize fellow 
travelers on the street, pass along an idea or 
two to viewers and catch the attention of 
media photographers, whose shots will make 
a news broadcast or become embedded in a 
blog and bring their message to millions. 
   Just a few weeks ago, on Jan. 27, more than 
a quarter of a million people gathered in 
Washington for the 44th annual March for 
Life. Some observers estimated the crowd at 
double that size. A week earlier, the 
Women’s March to protest the Trump 
administration agenda brought huge numbers 
onto the streets of the capital. Ironically, pro-
life groups offered to march with them – but 
they were refused because of the pressure of 
many pro-choice advocates. That is a topic 
for a different column. Here, I simply 
observe that the March for Life, which 
featured students from both Trinity High and 
Saint Anselm College, is an event 
conducted every year often in the coldest part 
of the winter. 
   The March for Life had its placards, and 
thanks to the blog 22catholic.com, and the 
efforts of Fr. Matthew P. Schneider, a 
Legionnaire of Christ priest, I am happy to 
share some of the messages on those hand-
made signboards. They are messages of 
strength, hope and determination – and 
always messages that speak of the sanctity of 
God’s precious gift of human life and the 
need to protect it at every stage, especially in 
the womb when it is most vulnerable. 
   The march commemorates the Jan. 22, 
1973, Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton 
decisions of the U.S. Supreme Court that 
has resulted in legalized abortion throughout 
the country. Since then, some 55 million 
abortions have snuffed out the lives of the 
most innocent among us, left many women 
psychologically traumatized and physically 
harmed, distorted the understanding of many 
about the biological and genetic distinctions 
between mother and unborn child and denied 
our nation the gifts of many future citizens. 
   The march has its own powerful and 
ubiquitous symbol, the rose of life. But the 
placards give the march a clear and pointed 
edge. In any event, here is a roster of some of 
the messages Fr. Schneider found so 
memorable. I was impressed – and I bet you 
will be too: 
   “My unplanned pregnancy is now a 
freshman at Stanford,” complete with 
pictures of a tall, good-looking basketball 
player and his family. 
   “I was adopted, not aborted.” 
   “Social justice starts in the womb,” a 

pointed reminder to the marchers from the 
week before that their advocacy for Muslim 
immigrants and undocumented residents was 
leaving another group out of the picture. 
   “Gays for Life,” a message that underlines 
the wide range of opinion and lifestyle that 
can unite under a pro-life banner. That same 
idea was picked up by a woman who 
modifies the Hillary Clinton presidential 
campaign logo: “I’m with her,” with the 
arrow pointing to a little one with a pink bow 
atop her head in the womb. Another woman 
points out the fact that the pro-life movement 
intersects with efforts to fight racism: “End 
racism: Abortion clinics target 
minorities.” Still another woman carries a 
sign that underlines a complete pro-life ethic: 
“I am pro the life of …” and then provides a 
roster of endangered groups, including 
unborn children. 
   “Life offers no guarantees, but abortion 
offers no chances,” a clear repudiation of the 
specious argument that every child should be  
wanted, and therefore society should permit 
abortion to prevent any child from suffering. 
   You can’t help but smile at the placard with 
the bright yellow smiley face from the 
Secular Pro Life organization that reads, 
“Call me an extremist, but I think 
dismemberment is wrong.” That message 
challenges the whining complaints that pro-
lifers are extremist radicals, exposing the 
brutality of late-term abortions. The march, 
which I am sorry to say I have never 
attended, continues to expand to include 
many thousands from outside the Roman 
Catholic Church, including many not 
associated with any religious group. This, 
actually, is a good thing insofar as it 
demonstrates the spreading impact of the pro-
life message, one that concerns and embraces 
all men and women. As long as pro-abortion 
advocates can pigeonhole their opponents, 
they can marginalize the message, saying it is 
a sectarian issue and U.S. law should not 
respond to it. In fact, abortion is an offense 
against the human rights of all people. 
   On the opposite side of the secularists, 
however, many placards do remind viewers 
that the Church has been the leading pro-life 

voice for the past 
four decades. One 
lady carried a 
placard declaring, 
“Jesus loves 
women who have 
had abortions! I 
do too.” 
Forgiveness, 
understanding and 
welcome must be 
everywhere present 
in the pro-life 
movement. 

   Pro-lifers are nothing if not quick to point 
out the hypocrisies that cloud the pro-
abortion agenda. One group carried a placard 
reading “2 Cor 4:17 Save Babies with 
Down Syndrome.” Tragically, some women, 
once the presence of Down’s Syndrome has 
been determined in utero, elect to eliminate 
the unborn child. The Scriptural reference is 
to Saint Paul’s line, “The present burden of 
our trial is light enough and earns for us an 
eternal weight of glory beyond all 
comparison.” Meanwhile, another marcher 
holds up a sign that declares, “Pro-woman 
for ALL women,” thus exposing the fact that 
roughly half the abortions performed destroy 
females, and the surgical procedure 
endangers women, not the men who made 
them pregnant. Finally, a young fan of the 
Harry Potter series upholds J.K. Rowling’s 
observation, “We’re all human aren’t we? 
Every human life is worth the same and 
worth saving.” The Harry Potter author’s 
remarks were made in another context, but 
when confronted by the abortion issue, they 
take on an ironic poignancy as Rowling is an 
outspoken pro-abortion advocate in the U.K. 
   Literary and cinematic allusions enr ich 
the vocabulary of the protest placard in all 
cases. At the March for Life, one young 
reader paraphrases Dr. Seuss: “A person’s a 
person, no matter how small!” The 
personhood argument has become a major 
weapon for pro-lifers as they attempt to roll 
back permissive abortion laws in the 50 
states. 
   Another protester who makes me smile, a 
big guy from a Jesuit university, judging 
from his hoodie that declares “Ignatian Life,” 
holds up a placard that simply reads 
“Former Fetus.”  One might answer, 
“Aren’t we all!” Meanwhile, a young blonde 
in pink displays her sign: “Real feminists 
defend life.”     © Rev. Jerome Joseph Day, O.S.B. 
         

From the Pastor: Father Jerome Joseph Day, O.S.B. 

March for Life placards show insight, wit, humor and determination 
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