
 

Hymnal #886 
Year A 

Sat., March 11                                                                   

4 pm  … Ronald Johnson (7th Anniv.) by Armand & Kathy 

Carignan                                                                                        

Sun., March 12                         II Sunday of Lent  

7:30 am … Our Parish Family 

9:30 am … Robert Lucci by Linda Beland                                      

5 pm … Vicki Wolf by Lillian LaRochelle                                           

Mon. March 13  

12 pm … Martha Desaulniers by Lionel & Lillian Coulon 

Tue., March 14                                                                           

12 pm … Cecile Mayhew by Lucille Parker                              

Wed., March 15                                                                 

12 pm … Robert “Doc’ Reel by family and friends  

Thur., March 16                                                                      

8:30 am … Rose-Ann McDermott by Diane Bolton 

Fri., March 17                                Saint Patrick                              

6 pm … Fr. Camille Doucet, M.S. (1st Anniv) by P. Jerome          

Sat., March 18                                                                   

4 pm  … Charles Richard by Simone Richard                                                                                                       

Sun., March 12                        III Sunday of Lent  

7:30 am … Mary Marszal by Richard Bienvenue 

9:30 am … Linda Paris by Bill Paris                                               

5 pm … Our Parish Family 

Sanctuary candle The sanctuary candle 
burns this week for Fred & Mary                
Raymond by Lucille Baldoumas.  

 

Weekend of March 5, 2017 
 Regular Offertory      
$3,637.75 Make-Up Offertory                  
271.00 Loose Offertory                        
507.50 Online Parish Giving                
320.00  Total Offertory      
$4,736.25   

                                       

Stewardship Online                $    15.00 
                                                  
Ash Wednesday                     $   280.75 
                                                           

Last Year: Weekend of March 6, 2016  
Total Offertory                  $5,001.15 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Saint Raphael Food 
Pantry On Monday, March 
6, the food pantry served 15 
families and gave out 19 
bags of groceries.  

Mon., March 13                                               
6:30 pm … Youth Ministry                                   
7-8 pm … Food Pantry                                        
Wed., March 15                                                            
7 pm … Respect Life Committee Meeting           
Sat., March 18                                                       
10 am … Lenten Sunday Readings 
discussion–Parish Hall Classroom                                

March 12, 2017 

     READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF Mar. 12, 2017                                                         
Monday: Dn 9:4b-10; Ps 79:8, 9, 11, 13; Lk 6:36-38 
Tuesday: Is 1:10, 16-20; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23; Mt 
23:1-12 
Wednesday: J er  18:18-20; Ps 31:5-6, 14-16; Mt 20:17-28 
Thursday: J er  17:5-10; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 16:19-31 
Friday: Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a; 17b-28a; Ps 105:16-21; Mt 
21:33-43, 45-46 
Saturday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 103:1-4, 9-12; Lk 15:1-
3, 11-32 
Sunday: Ex 17:3-7; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; Rom 5:1-2, 5-8; Jn 
4:5-42 (5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42)  

Bishop Libasci is inviting men of the Diocese of Manchester to 
Holy Mass and breakfast at St. Joseph Cathedral to celebrate the 
Feast of St. Joseph, patron of our diocese.  Men are invited to 
assemble at 7:30 a.m. on Saturday, March 18, to pray the 
Rosary, followed by breakfast and Mass. Seating for breakfast is 
limited to the first 250 registrants and the cost is $10. To 
register, go to mensbreakfast2017.eventbrite.com.  

Daily Reflections for Lent by Genevieve 
Glen are available in the Nook for $2. You 
may pay for the book by including it with 
your offertory or leave your donation in the 
donation box in the nook. Thanks. 

Please pray for the  repose of the 

souls of Joan (Thomas)               

Williamson, and David Merritt 
Bliven, who died March 4, and whose funeral Masses 
were celebrated by P. Jerome last week. 

Lenten Prayer                                                                                     

Help me be patient on my Lenten journey, and open to the grace that 

will help me recognize opportunities to reach out to others. 

      Saint Raphael Parish Lenten                    
 Calendar of Events                                 
                                                    
Sat., March 18                                         
10 am … Lenten Sunday Readings Disc. 
Fri., March 24                                                   
6:45 pm … Lenten Supper w/Guest Speaker                                                         
Sat., March 25                                                  
10 am … Lenten Sunday Readings Disc.                                           
Fri., March 31                                              
6:45 pm … Stations of the Cross                     
Sat., April 1                                   
10 am … Lenten Sunday Readings Disc. 
Wed., April 5                                  
7:15 pm … Penance & Reconciliation Svce. 
Fri., April 7                                                     
6:30 pm … Adorn. of Blessed Sacrament 
6:45 pm … Lenten Supper w/Guest Speaker                                                         
Sat., April 8                                   
10 am … Lenten Sunday Readings Disc.  

       

II Sunday of Lent 

Sign up to host 
Vocation Chalice or 
Pilgrim Virgin statue               
Parishioners and 
friends of the parish 
are encouraged to sign 
up for either or both of 
these opportunities for 
one or two– week 
intervals during this 
Lenten season. Please 
call the office at 

623.2604 to make arrangements. 
This is a great opportunity to 
develop prayer in your home and 
heart, to honor Mary and to ask 
God for the gift of new 
vocations!   

Women of Faith: A Multi-Religious Dialogue  March 27, 6pm, 

Saint Anselm College Dana Center—Reception to follow. Join us as 

women from 5 different faith traditions discuss their spirituality and religion in 
light of their womanhood.  

Abrahamic Holy Scriptures: A Panel Through the Lens of the 

Saint John’s Bible Apriil 26, 6:30pm, Saint Anselm College Dana 

Center—Join us as we consider the holy texts of the Abrahamic faiths through 

creation stories depicted in the Saint John’s Bible.  

 



                       

   Shortly after the famous David 
Lean film Doctor Zhivago made 
the rounds in 1965, it came to the 
old Paramount Theatre in North 
Adams, MA, my hometown. 
Maybe it was the Mohawk. Once, 

we had two functioning movie houses! Two 
things made the film fascinating to me. First 
my mom and my Aunt Agnes decided to go 
to the movies – and they never went to the 
movies. Somehow, the cinematic buzz caught 
them too. And no sooner had they settled 
down to watch Boris Pasternak’s great novel 
come to life on the screen than the screen 
went dead, and the manager  announced 
that everyone had to leave the theater. Tickets 
for another showing would be provided. 
   A bomb threat in North Adams! An 
expensive, intrusive and frightening prank by 
some idiot, but still it was the most exciting 
thing to happen in town that week. And my 
own mom and aunt were part of it. I had stuff 
to talk about at school for days. 
   I can’t remember now whether I saw 
Doctor Zhivago before or after they did 
either time. But I do recall that something 
else about the movie captured my 
imagination. Yes, there was a 
dramatic love story, but it was 
the politics of Russia that 
perked my interest. In 1965, I was 
moving from Grade 6 to Grade 7, 
so I clearly went with the buds 
but had to be dropped off and 
picked up. Even then, however, I 
was fascinated by the complexity 
and richness of Russian history. I 
didn’t get it all, but I knew there 
was something to learn. 
   These past few weeks, as Russia 
again surges into American 
political discussion, again 
underlines a couple of 
geopolitical facts. Fir st, when a country 
spans eight time zones, it is always 
important. Second, when a nation has roughly 
half the nuclear weapons in the world, it is 
always important. And third, when a nation 
like Russia has such a magnificent, if 
tortured, history that straddles east and west, 
it is always important. 
   Ironically, the plot of Doctor Zhivago and 
its beautifully lyrical cinematography come 
to mind in a special way because they pivot 
on the collapse of Imperial Russia, beset by 
military defeats and economic reversals 
stemming from participation in World War I 
on the side of the British Empire, France and, 
eventually, the U.S. In fact, the 100th 
anniversary of America’s entry on behalf of 
the Allies is less than a month away. 
Although the Great War had begun on July 
28, 1914, the Americans were finally caught 

up in “the war to 
end all wars” on 
April 6, 1917. 
Later this week, 
however, another 
centennial occurs. 
On March 15, 
1917, in Western 
dating, the tsarist 
regime of 
Imperial Russia, 
exhausted by 
government 
ineptitude, 
resistance to 

political reform, worker agitation, military 
insurrection and communist insurgency, 
collapsed with the abdication of Tsar 
Nicholas II. 
   In signing the papers in a railway car on a 
ride back to Saint Petersburg from the front, 
Nicholas renounced the Romanov throne for 
himself and his son, the Tsarevich Alexei, a 
lad who suffered from near fatal bouts of 
hemophilia. The tsar unknowingly handed 
over the largest country on earth to political 
oppression, religious persecution, economic 

chaos, cultural atrophy and human 
suffering on a scale that rivals and 
in some respects exceeds the 
criminality of the Nazi regime in 
Germany. The Nazis ruled from 
1933 to 1945; the Soviet 
Communists ruled from 1917 to 
1990. 
   Once derided as bloody and 
stupid, Nicholas is enjoying a new 
spring of study and, amazingly, 
appreciation. He is still 
regarded by most historians as the 
wrong man in the wrong job at the 
wrong time. But his gentle 
personality, patriotism, courage 

and loyalty, as well as his tremendous love 
for his wife and family are recognized now as 
admirable characteristics, but ones which 
often blinded him to necessary courses of 
action. 
   Compelled to abdicate, he hoped to bring 
stability to Russia. She might then gradually 
develop a constitutional government and still 
preserve the throne. The Provisional 
Government which succeeded him initially 
turned to Nicholas’s brother, Grand Duke 
Michael Alexandrovich Romanov, but he 
would only take the throne once a 
constitutional assembly, properly elected, 
invited him to do so. In the meantime, 
however, the Provisional Government fell 
and, in short order the Bolsheviks began a 
brutal communist regime that we knew as the 
Soviet Union. 
   Did the communists achieve some good? 

   Yes, in many areas, they dragged Russia 
into the 20th century. Medical care was 
available on a scale never before seen. 
Literacy improved for every segment of the 
population. Heavy industry grew. The Soviet 
Unions became a superpower. But 
agricultural dislocation led to famine. Human 
and civil rights were trampled upon. 
Religious life for Orthodox Christians, Jews, 
Muslims and the small number of Catholics 
in the Soviet Union shriveled. Violence and 
espionage on citizens became pervasive, 
making the imperial regime’s approach to 
control look naïve. Had Nicholas somehow 
managed to sidestep the political and 
economic chasm into which he fell, Russia’s 
history, and the world’s, might have been 
very different. 
   Before the end of 1917, the Provisional 
Government had fallen and by the end of the 
night of July 17, 1918, Tsar  Nicholas II 
and Tsaritsa Alexandra and their four 
daughters, the Grand Duchesses Olga, Marie, 
Tatiana and Anastasia, and their little brother, 
the Tsarevich Alexei and their aides had been 
executed without trial in the basement of a 
house in Ekaterinburg in the Urals, their final 
place of imprisonment and more than a 
thousand miles from the glitter of the world 
they once knew in Saint Petersburg. 
   Not long after I saw Doctor Zhivago, I read 
Robert K. Massie’s compelling biography of 
the last tsar and tsaritsa, Nicholas and 
Alexandra.  He paints a heart-warming and 
spiritually rich portrait of ordinary people 
caught up by events they can neither 
understand nor control. Since then, 
Nicholas and his times have occupied 
increasing attention by both Russian and 
Western historians and filmmakers. It is a 
measure of the growing affection, and 
sorrow, of the Russian people over the fate of 
Nicholas and his family that as the 
monuments to Lenin and communism come 
down, new ones to the last Tsar of All the 
Russians are going up. 
   Perhaps this Wednesday, March 15, we 
might remember Russia and her continuing 
struggles in our prayers and ask God to hear 
the prayers of his saints interceding for “Holy 
Russia.” For surely that is what Tsar-Martyr 
Nicholas II, the Royal Passion Bearer and the 
rest of the Imperial Family, all proclaimed 
saints of the Russian Or thodox Church in 
2000, are doing. 
                         © Rev. Jerome Joseph Day, O.S.B. 
         

From the Pastor: Father Jerome Joseph Day, O.S.B. 

Russia’s last tsar left throne 100 years ago … and flood gates opened 

New monument to Nicholas 

and Alexandra in Saint 

Petersburg 

Tsar Nicholas II (1868-1917) 
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