
Got Grass?  
Thank you to Steve 
and Cheryl 
Gottsche for 

donating a lawn mower for 
our landscaping needs. Thank 
you to others who reached 
out to us as well. We are 
blessed with a generous and 
kind community of 

Hymnal                    
#925 Year A 

Sat., June 17                                                                 

4 pm  …   Ashlee Glazeski by Jack & Colleen Byrne              

Sun., June 18         The Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ 

7:30 am …  Mary Marszal by Elaine Wood                             

9:30 am …  Brian McGorry by Margaret-Ann Moran 

5 pm …   Our Parish Family                                                            

Mon. June 19                                                      Saint Romuald                                        

12 pm …  …Celia Mayhew by Talley, Joyce & P.J. Guill 

Tue., June 20                                    Saint Anthony of Padua                                                        

12 pm …   Bob Breault by Florine Breault                            

Wed., June 21                           Saint Aloysius Gonzaga                                                  

12 pm …   Pauline Kissel by Lionel & Lillian Coulon 

Thur., June 22  Sts Paulinus of Nola, John Fisher, Thos More                                                            

8:30 am  …  Frank Fraitzl by Margaret-Ann Moran 

Fri., June 23                 The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus                                           

6 pm …   Patricia Lencki by Christine Leclerc                        

Sat., June 24                  Nativity of Saint John the Baptist                                            

4 pm  …   Ashlee Glazeski by Jack & Colleen Byrne              

Sun., June 25                           XII Sunday in Ordinary Time  

7:30 am …  Mary Marszal by Elaine Wood                             

9:30 am …  Brian McGorry by Margaret-Ann Moran 

5 pm …   Our Parish Family 

 

Weekend of June 11, 2017 
 Regular Offertory            $3,065.00 
Make-Up Offertory               317.00 
Loose Offertory                     578.60 
Regular Offertory Online      330.00 
Total Offertory               $4,290.60 
 
Stewardship                
$1,773.00 Stewardship Loose                
271.60 Stewardship Online                 
60.00 
Total Stewardship           $2,104.60
                                             
Last Year: Weekend of May 29, 2016  
Total Offertory              $ 5,643.00  

 Thank you for your generosity! 

Saint 
Raphael 
Food 
Pantry 
On 

Monday, June 12, the 
food pantry served 12 
families and gave out 26 
bags of groceries.  

Mon., June 19                                                
7—8 pm … Food Pantry                                                
Tue., June 20                                                     
12:45 pm …Parish Nurse                                              
7 pm … Fatima: Meaning & Message          
Wed., June  21                                                    
7 pm … Fatima: Meaning & Message                   
Fri., June 23                                                        
7:30 pm … Holy League                                                           

June 18, 2017 The Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ 

2017 Annual 

Campaign  for 

Catholic Charities 

has begun. Our 

goal this year is $27,500. We are now 

$21,855 away from our goal. Thank 

you to those who have contributed to 

date. Envelopes at the back of the 

church and in the pews. Please 

consider    donating to this worthy 

Save the date! VBS… Saint Raphael’s ever popular 
Vacation Bible School will be  July 17—21 from 9 am—
12 pm. This year’s theme is “Maker Fun Factory.” We are 
enlisting volunteers and participants and applications 
can be found on our website: www.saint-raphael-
parish.com 

Sanctuary candle The sanctuary candle 
burns this week for Bob Breault by Rene & 
Beverly Joyal. 

     READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF June 18, 2017                                                         
Monday: 2 Cor  6:1-10; Ps 98:1, 2b, 3-4; Mt 5:38-42 
Tuesday: 2 Cor  8:1-9; Ps 146:2, 5-9a; Mt 5:43-48 
Wednesday: 2 Cor  9:6-11; Ps 112:1bc-4, 9; Mt 6:1-6, 16
-18 
Thursday: 2 Cor  11:1-11; Ps 111:1b-4, 7-8; Mt 6:7-15 
Friday: Dt 7:6-11; Ps 103:1-4, 6-8, 10; 1 Jn 4:7-16; Mt 
11:25-30 
Saturday: Vigil: Jer  1:4-10; Ps 71:1-6, 15, 17; 1 Pt 1:8-
12; Lk 1:5-17 
Day: Is 49:1-6; Ps 139:1-3, 13-15; Acts 13:22-26; Lk 1:57
-66, 80 
Sunday: J er  20:10-13; Ps 69:8-10, 14, 17, 33-35; Rom 
5:12-15; Mt 10:26-33  

Please pray for the  repose of the soul 

of Michael O’Shaughnessy, who 
died June 12 and whose funeral was 

celebrated here on June 17 by P. Jerome and Fr. Andrew 
Nelson. Please keep him and his family in prayer. 

Like us on Facebook and 

get updates and 

information about Saint 

Raphael Parish! 

To all our 
dads, 
granddads, 
and 
Godfathers, we 
are grateful to 

have you as part of our parish 
family! Please help yourself to a 
token of our appreciation after 

It’s All About Love! 
Soprano concert If 
you attended last 
weekend's Masses, you 
heard Marie-Line Morin’s 
beautiful voice! She will be 
having a concert on Sun., 

June 25 at 3pm at St. John the Baptist, 10 
School St., Suncook. For additional info., 
contact Michele at 603.485.3113. All 
welcome.  

Fatima: The Message & The Meaning, The Pastor’s Class 
continues… Parts 3 and 4 of the 4-part series will be Tuesday and 
Wednesday, June 20-21 at 7pm in the parish hall classroom. We will 
seek to  put Fatima in context with war, other apparitions and faith, 
and conclude with bringing Fatima home and finding ways for 
personal and family devotion. Enter via Ferry Street side entrance.   

July Book Discussion:  Looking for some 
summer reading? Why not join the book 
group in reading The Hare With Amber 
Eyes by Edmund DeWaal. Here is a   

wonderful family history, spread over five generations, with a  bit of something 
for everyone: genealogy, art, finance, travel, mystery...come take a look!  We'll 
meet on Thursday, July 20, at 7pm in the conference room at the back of the 
church.  Please come early for refreshments and fellowship.  Books will be    
available at the parish office for $12 next week. 

The next Parish 

Council meeting will 

be Monday, June 26 

at 7 pm in the       

Pastor’s Classroom. 



                       

   Back in the 1980s, when I served as 
editorial director of The Lowell Sun in 
Massachusetts, pressure mounted to 
introduce a column in the paper that would 
allow publication of virtually any comment 
by any subscriber, or even no reader at all. I 
opposed that idea and argued that the Letters 
to the Editor column already 
provided thoughtful readers an 
opportunity to express their opinions 
on issues of the day. I prevailed … 
for a time. Only months after I left 
the paper in 1989 to enter the abbey 
at Saint Anselm, the reader reaction 
column was initiated. 
   To The Sun’s credit, there was 
some editorial control at that early 
level. Before long, however, like many other 
papers, magazines and other media outlets 
around the country, The Sun was online, and 
it introduced a reader reaction at the end of 
every major story. The results, in my opinion, 
of such “interactivity” have been mixed at 
best and, in far too many cases, such options 
for reader reaction waste space and suck up 
time at the expense of far  more impor tant 
endeavors. Loud, aggressive and insulting 
speech frequently manifests itself. Hardly any 
fact-checking occurs, yet the assertion or the 
denial dominates the discourse. Those with 
similarly hostile, biased and bigoted views on 
race, religion, ethnicity, gender and class find 
each other to celebrate the freedom of 
discourse. Logic is frequently banished from 
discussions and rhetoric, often heated to 
white hot levels, passes for reality. 
   Best of all, as in, worst of all, in many such 
discussion spaces, no one is required to own 
his or her comments. The most outrageous 
comments can pass without any identification 
of author. What could 
have developed into an 
impressive opportunity 
for public discussion 
quickly degenerated 
into a swamp of 
distortion, deceit and 
delusion. It is the 
contemporary 
equivalent of someone 
sneaking into the 
ancient Roman Forum 
or climbing up to the 
Athenian Areopagus, 
hiding behind a tree or 
a column, and shouting 
out comments 
deliberately designed to derail any discussion 
that might solve a problem. No one knows 
where the comment comes from, no one can 
interrogate the speaker, but his or her remark 
does its work in distorting a discussion, 
generating fear and stimulating political 
stampedes. Although authorship – who 
wrote this!? – is often readily knowable in 

many forms of contemporary social media, 
the sheer size and scope of Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram and related worlds 
guarantees that the virus of uncontrolled 
rhetoric and distorted reality will spread. 
    The shocking attack on U.S. Rep. Stephen 
Scalise, R-LA, as he was practicing for  a 

charity softball game in metropolitan 
Washington, D.C., reminds us that, 
for some Americans, the line between 
actual violence and the violence of 
their language is hard to distinguish. 
Happily, as of this writing, Scalise 
(photo above, left), House Majority 
whip, is improving though he remains 
in critical condition in a Washington 
hospital. Three other  people were 

injured in the attack, and the alleged 
assailant, James T. Hodgkinson, 66, 
of Belleville, IL, killed by 
responding police. Press reports 
indicate that the attacker, who shared 
his views extensively on social 
media, was extreme in his leftist, 
liberal politics, despised President 
Trump and advocated violent 
resistance. He alone is responsible 
for the violence, but as Amer icans, and 
certainly as Catholic Americans, we should 
recognize that we all have a responsibility to 
bring more light and less heat to our 
national conversations, discussions and 
debates. Tragically, r ight-wing or  left-wing 
violence, the violence of some protesting 
racial discrimination, immigration policies or 
intolerant speech, of some protesting tax and 
health care policies claimed lives, caused 
injuries, damaged property and promoted 
fear. This is hardly the way the Founding 
Fathers envisioned the use of our  freedoms 

of speech, press, 
religion, assembly or 
petition in the First 
Amendment. 
   John Milton (1608-
1674), the great 
English poet, dramatist 
and political writer, 
argues in his work 
Areopagitica (1644) 
that the great value of 
free speech and press 
lies in letting all 
manner of ideas come 
before the public. An 
intelligent public will 
then be able to choose 

those proposals and projects that make sense 
and promote public good, rejecting those that 
undermine freedom and security. Milton, of 
course, envisions a playing field of rational 
discourse, where the heat of excessive 
rhetoric is held in check by a fundamental 
willingness to listen to others. Milton’s times, 
in fact, were marked by far more political 

violence than anything currently in play in 
the U.S. He himself was a partisan of the 
Puritan party in the English Civil War and he 
supported the regicide of King Charles I, the 
first public execution of a reigning monarch 
by his own people. So Milton (image, below 
left) knew something about how ideas can 
stimulate discourse, and how discourse can 
prompt action. 
   When the language is fraught with 
incendiary sentiments, it can create an 
environment where some people feel 
emboldened to act violently, where others 
support it and still others come to accept it. Is 
that the environment we want for free 
expression in this country? Moreover, when 
expression becomes too violent, history 

shows that authorities emerge that 
shut down speech, textual production, 
dramatic production and media 
exchange. Fascist or communist 
totalitarianism, the worst recent 
examples of right and left, are not far 
behind. 
   As Catholics, we believe in the 
dignity of every man and woman, that 
each possesses an immortal soul and 

is endowed with rights that come from God – 
not our government and not us. We should 
know the issues of the day and str ive to 
build up our understanding of the facts in 
tension. We should read widely so that we 
know what various positions on a topic are 
and who are the leading spokesmen and 
women. We should let reason and faith shape 
our words, always remember ing the 
common good. Extreme language that 
obliterates nuance, dehumanizes people and 
denies legitimacy to opposing points of view 
should be redlined. We should beware of 
those who make cheap political points at the 
expense of truth and human dignity 
regardless of their position, platform or 
political office. This does not exalt the PC 
Police; it applies human decency and 
Christian values. 
   As we pray for Rep. Scalise’s full recovery, 
we can take comfort in knowing the charity 
softball game for which he was practicing 
went on as scheduled. Absent, he still 
received a great cheer from all attending, and 
the game made some money, but, alas for 
Scalise and GOP, the Democrats won, 11-2. 

©  Rev. Jerome Joseph Day, O.S.B. 

 
 

From the Pastor: Fr. Jerome Joseph Day, O.S.B. 

Extreme political rant, social media make a dangerous mix 


