
Hymnal                    
#1038 Year A 

Sat., August 5                                                                         

8:30 am …  Fatima at 100: First Saturday Mass            

4 pm  …   Charles Richard by Simone Richard                            

Sun., August 6                  The Transfiguration of the Lord  

7:30 am …  Mary Marszal and Ernest Bienvenue by family 

9:30 am …  Edward Heroux by Bridget Heroux 

5 pm …   Our Parish Family                                                               

Mon. August 7                           Saints Sixtus II and Cajetan  

12 pm …   Robert Canty by Jack & Colleen Byrne 

Tue., August 8                                                     Saint Dominic 

12 pm …   Lloyd Savard by the Campbell family                   

Wed., August 9       Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross 

12 pm …   Susan Canty by Jack & Colleen Byrne 

Thur., August 10                                               Saint Lawrence                                                               

8:30 am  …  Eileen Audet by Lionel & Lillian Coulon 

Fri., August 11                                            Saint Clare 

6 pm …   Joseph Handy by Gregory Handy                        

Sat., August 12                                                                        

4 pm  …   Richard O’Dowd (25th Anniv.) by Clare O’Dowd       

Sun., August 13                                     XIX in Ordinary Time 

7:30 am …  Bert & Irene Coulon by Lionel & Lillian Coulon        

9:30 am …  Our Parish Family 

5 pm …   Arthur Smet (39th Anniv.) by Cynthia Hobbs 

 

        Weekend of July 30, 2017           
Regular Offertory             $3,115.00 
Make-Up Offertory               260.00 
Loose Offertory                     493.00 
Online Offertory                  230.00 
Total Offertory               $4,098.00   
             

Stewardship Online $    15.00 
                           

Last Year: Wknd of July 31, 2016  
Total Offertory $7,596.00    

                                 

Food Pantry $     54.00 
         **************** 
              

                                  

Saint Raphael Food Pantry 
On Monday, July 31, the food 
pantry served 26 families and 
gave out 47 bags of food. 

Mon., August 7                                                        
7—8 pm … Food Pantry                                          
Tue., August 8                                                        
12:45 pm … Parish Nurse                                                

Book Discussion Group Save the 
date: Come help the Book Discussion 
Group celebrate its 13th anniversary on 
Thursday, Sept. 28.  We'll have supper in 

the Parish Hall at 6:30 pm, followed by a discussion of Di-
ane Ackerman's The Zoo Keeper's Wife. Based on a true 
story, the novel tells of a woman who used her husband's 
profession to help Jewish people escape from Poland during 
World War II.  Books are available at the rectory for 
$10.  Please join us!  

August 6, 2017 The Transfiguration of the Lord 

Sanctuary candle The sanctuary candle burns 
this week for Our Parish Family. 

     READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF August 6, 2017                                                         
Monday: Nm 11:4b-15; Ps 81:12-17; Mt 14:13-21 
Tuesday: Nm 12:1-13; Ps 51:3-7, 12-13; Mt 14:22-36 or 
Mt 15:1-2, 10-14 
Wednesday: Nm 13:1-2, 25 — 14:1, 26-29a, 34-35; Ps 
106:6-7ab, 13-14, 21-23; Mt 15:21-28 
Thursday: 2 Cor  9:6-10; Ps 112:1-2, 5-9; Jn 12:24-26 
Friday: Dt 4:32-40; Ps 77:12-16, 21; Mt 16:24-28 
Saturday: Dt 6:4-13; Ps 18:2-4, 47, 51; Mt 17:14-20 
Sunday: 1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a; Ps 85:9-14; Rom 9:1-5; Mt 
14:22-33  

We continue to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of 

the Apparition of Our Lady... Join Saint Raphael for Ves-
pers and a special blessing at the beach. We will depart 
around 1:30 pm on Tuesday, Aug. 15 to Rye, NH, with sup-
per and evening return to the parish. Cost is $25 to help 
defray the cost of transportation. We still have seats avail-
able on the bus. 

First come, first served! Save the 
date for our Musical Summer’s Eve 
concert on Sunday, Aug. 20 at 6:30 
pm at Saint Raphael Church.  

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION  Bishop Peter A. Libasci of 
Manchester invites all couples celebrating their 25th, 30th, 35th, 40th, 
45th, 50th or beyond Wedding Anniversary (anytime during 2017), 
to attend a Special Anniversary Mass. This celebration will be 
Oct.15, 2017 at 2 p.m., at Saint Joseph Cathedral, Manchester.  If 

you are celebrating one of these major anniversaries, please contact the Saint 
Raphael Parish office by Sept. 22, 2017.  We will need your last names, first 
names and mailing address. Please also indicate your special anniversary 
year. By providing your name to your Parish Office, you will be registered and 
receive an invitation. There is no need for the couple to RSVP. 

Goal:  $27,500                                         

Raised: $10,305 

Balance:  $17,195  

Did you know there are lots of pro-
gramming options on Boston Cath-
olic TV? You can access it in NH on 
cable channel 268. They have great 
coverage on Our Lady of Fatima this 
summer! 

New flooring—The refur-

bishing of some of the 

flooring in the rectory, as 

well as some painting is 

underway. The rectory will 

be open with limited 

hours, and we ask that you call with any is-

sues that can be addressed over the phone. 

Check our Facebook page for updates and 

Assumption of B.V.M. 

Masses— We will cele-

brate Masses on Monday, 

Aug. 14 at 6:30pm (Vigil) 

and Tuesday, Aug. 15 at 

CANTOR WANTED: We are seeking a 
cantor for our Masses beginning in Sep-
tember. If interested, please contact 
Kerri at 603-623-2604 or ker-
ri.stanley@saint-raphael-parish.com 

Thank you.  

West Side 
Catholic 
25th High 
School  
Reunion! 

Members of the class of ‘92 are 

welcome to celebrate with us 
on Sat., August 19 at 6pm at 

Francoeur’s Café, 488 S. Main 

St., Manchester. (BYOB). Din-
ner choices: Filet mignon or 

baked stuffed chicken. Cost is 
$15pp. RSVP to Chrissy at 

603.867.3199 by August 12.  

We’ve moved! We are now at 

www.st-raphael-parish.org. 

tel:603-623-2604
mailto:kerri.stanley@saint-raphael-parish.com
mailto:kerri.stanley@saint-raphael-parish.com


From the Pastor: Fr. Jerome Joseph Day, O.S.B. 

The new and improved parish, physically and virtually 
   Movement and change. These are the two 
main events taking place these days, virtually 
and within the rectory. For a time when 
things are usually quiet in the liturgical world 
of events, we maximize on that opportunity 
to get the things done that have been put 
on hold. 
  Some years back, not long after I be-
gan working here, we established a new 
and improved website and it has been 
working nicely. The only flaw with it, 
which always bothered me, was that it 
had been established as a .com when we 
are, in fact, an .org. I was determined to 
correct it and finally started to take the 
steps to transition us over to a new do-
main. This was a painstaking process, 
because it meant more than just dupli-
cating the content from the existing 
website to the new one. I am a big fan of 
Google docs and have created a good 
amount of content created on them. It al-
lowed for easy access working from home 
when I needed to and would be convenient 
resources and reference points to anybody 
who succeeded me, someday. As easy as it 
would have been to just share these docu-
ments to the new .org email address, once the 
old was discontinued, those documents would 
disappear. So I had to copy and paste each 
document and spreadsheet, one by one.  
  Once this was complete, I had to update all 
of the email contacts from the .com address 
to the .org and still have many more to go. 
Meanwhile, I had our IT personnel get to 
work on getting the new website established, 
update computer bookmarks, etc. There are 
still some loose ends that need to be tied up, 
but the bulk of the entire transition has been 
completed and it will be great when I’m not 
working with two different browsers toggling 
the two different accounts. 
   Last year, during what I dubbed Phase I of 
a yearly projects, you may recall we did some 
floor renovating in the rectory 
and had the original hardwood 
flooring in two rooms restored. 
Phase II would take place this 
summer, as  funds, time, and 
space were limited. This summer, 
the plan was to restore the floors 
of the dining room, parlor and 
main hallway. As I did last year, I 
scheduled the work to take place 
during Fr. Jerome’s vacation be-
cause, well, it would be easier all 
around. Furniture would need to 
be relocated, walls would need to 
be painted, among other things. 
We have even had some unex-
pected extra work in the midst of 
what we anticipated.  
  In the middle of June, a portion of the din-
ing room ceiling collapsed. Thankfully, there 

was no damage to objects or people when it 
happened but it needed to be fixed. We can 
appreciate the timing, because if the roof was 
going to collapse, it’s a good thing it did so 
before the floors were restored. It is not un-

common for structural mis-
haps to occur in an old 
building like the rectory, as 

we have witnessed 
more frequently than we would want to. The 
porch needed to be rebuilt last fall when it 
was proving to become a danger; it is the 
main site from where our food pantry is run 
each week. We’ve seen as many, if not more, 
in the church and continue to address what 
we can, when we can, again with what re-
sources we have.  
  Next week, the parquet flooring in the recto-
ry hallway will be sanded and refurbished. 
We debated on whether we should pull this 
up and restore the hardwood flooring under-
neath, but decided we would keep it. For one 
thing, the cost would have been considerably 
greater. Also, we take pride in the fact that 
the parquet flooring was installed by some of 
our parishioners who are still active in the 
parish today. Resurrecting the history of the 
building sometimes means retaining what is 
already in place.  
  Located throughout the rectory are many old
-fashioned steam radiators. As each room in 

which there was a radiator has 
been restored, we’ve been remov-
ing the radiator covers, painting 
the radiators, and keeping them 
exposed, completing their nostal-
gic look with granite slabs atop 
each of them.  
  In order to refinish the parquet 
flooring, we needed to remove the 
two steam radiators in the hall-
way. Again, another daunting task 
to disconnect and drain them. But 
how do we safely temporarily 
relocate them without causing 
injury or damage to people or the 
floor? They are easily between 
500 and 600 lbs. 

  I called a local company Louis P. Cote, Inc. 
and asked for a quote for their services. The 
radiators had already been drained and dis-

connected; they simply needed to be moved 
out to the front porch, and next month, 
moved back into place after the work was 
complete. I was shocked when I was provid-
ed with a quote of over $1,500. Then I no-
ticed the line below 
the quote, stating in 
lieu of payment, a 
nicely worded thank 
you letter from the 
parish would suffice. 
Two gentleman came 
by the same day and 
moved the radiators 
without incident. I 
was ecstatic. Not only 
for their prompt avail-
ability, but also for 
their kindness and 
generosity of helping 
us out free of cost. 
  This summer, we are also addressing the 
gym’s needs. The walls will get a fresh coat 
of paint, and we hope to get much needed 
new flooring installed. While this space is 
primarily used by Saint Benedict Academy, it 
is the site of our annual St. Patrick Dinner, 
and once renewed, we are looking forward to 
utilizing it for other fellowship events.  
  Have you noticed that it’s a little brighter in 
church? We recently upgraded the lighting 
within the nave of the church. We are well 
aware of the other needs and concerns, such 
as sound and air conditioning, and endeavor 
to improve them sooner than later, but can 
only do so much working with a limited 
budget. The decline in weekly offerings 
leaves us with difficult choices and demands, 
and we must take care of our regular expens-
es first.  
  So if you think summertime at the church is 
easy, think again. There is always something 
happening at Saint Raphael Parish, whether it 
is related to the liturgical time of year or not. 
We are a blessed community with generous 
people and volunteers who contribute to the 
many causes. We will continue to tackle the 
challenges with which we are faced and bring 
forth change for the good for all who visit us 
at the church, at the rectory, and within the 
world wide web. 
                                                  © Kerri L. Stanley 

From the Parish Secretary: Kerri L. Stanley 

Collapsed ceiling (above), 
and repaired (right.) 

Steam radiators ready 
for fresh coats of paint. 

Rectory dining room, 
empty and floors ready 
to be restored. 


