
Hymnal #862        
Year B 

Sat., December 9                                 Saint Juan Diego                                 

4 PM  …   Charles Richard by Simone Richard                  

Sun., December 10                        Second Sunday of Advent 

7:30 AM …  Joan Foley by Connie Raymond                        

9:30 AM …  Our Parish Family                                                          

5 PM …   Barbara L. Parkhurst by Virginia Kelly                

Mon. December 11                                          Saint Damasus I  

12 PM  …  Jim McGhee by Margaret-Ann Moran 

Tue., December 12                         Our Lady of Guadalupe 

12 PM …  Dot, Ray, Roger LaRochelle by Li LaRochelle 

Wed., December 13                                       Saint Lucy              

12 PM …   Joseph Joyce, Sr., by Lionel & Lillian Coulon 

Thur., December 14                    Saint John of the Cross                                            

8:30 AM  … Greg Stanley (living) by Kerri Stanley                     

Fri., December 15                                                                 

6 PM …  Deceased of the Comenski family by Teresa Greene 

Sat., December 16                                                           

4 PM  …   Charles Robert Clark, Jr., by Anne Clark                  

Sun., December 17                            Third Sunday of Advent 

7:30 AM …  Deceased of the Tardif, O’Donnell & Dupere      

  families by Bill & Judy Dupere                                

9:30 AM …  Our Parish Family                                                          

5 PM …   Mary Simone (24th Anniv.) by Kerri Stanley 

 

  Weekend of December 3, 2017           
Regular Offertory             $3,086.00 
Make-Up Offertory               683.00 
Loose Offertory                     605.60 
Online Offertory                  230.00 
Total Offertory               $4,604.60 

                               

Stewardship Make Up  $      30.00 
Holy Day Make Up $    
10.00 
                                                                                

 **********************     
Food Pantry $      10.00             
 **********************                   
Last Year: Wknd of Dec. 4,  2016  
Total Offertory                $4,291.25 
                       

Sunday, December 10                                     
9:30 AM …  Religious Education               
10:45 AM …St. Nicholas visits                          
Mon., December 11                                              
6:30 PM … Youth Ministry                                        
7 PM …   Food Pantry                                        
Tue., December 12                                                  
12:45 PM … Parish Nurse                                                 

December 10, 2017 Second Sunday of Advent  

Sanctuary candle The sanctuary candle burns 
this week for Fred & Mary Raymond by Lucille 
Baldoumas. 

        READINGS FOR THE WEEK                         
 of December 10, 2017                                    

Monday: Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9ab and 
10, 11-12, 13-14; Lk 5:17-26 
Tuesday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 
12:1-6a, 10ab; Jdt 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 
1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47 
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-2, 
3-4, 8 and 10; Mt 11:28-30 
Thursday: Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1 and 
9, 10-11, 12-13ab; Mt 11:11-15 
Friday: Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 
and 6; Mt 11:16-19 
Saturday: Sir  48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80:2ac 
and 3b, 15-16, 18-19; Mt 17:9a, 10-13 
Sunday: Is 61:1-2a, 10-11; Lk 1:46-
48, 49-50, 53-54; 1 Thes 5:16-24; Jn 
1:6-8, 19-28  
Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Ps 85:9-10, 

Calling all high school youth! Check out the things we are doing in December!                                                                               
Monday, Dec. 11 (6:30-8) Making Christmas cards for seniors.                                                  
Monday, Dec. 18 (6:30-8) Youth Group Christmas party with a Yankee Swap. Please 
bring a  miscellaneous wrapped gift with a value of $5 if you want to join the Yankee 
Swap. Questions? Please call Lynne at 603.533.4574 or email jlphotiades@comcast.net. 

Nursing Home and 
Homebound greetings 
Remember our SRP 
parishioners and 

friends in nursing homes or home-
bound. Send them a holiday greet-
ing card. Purple pamphlets with 
names and addresses are on the 

The Angels are here! 
Our Christmas Angel Tree 

appeal has begun. You will 

find angels hung on the tree 

located at the back of the 

church. We appreciate your assistance in 

helping to make Christmas brighter for 

those in need. Please return items as soon 

as you can and leave them  under the 

tree. Thank you for your support! 

Saint Nicholas 

visit! Mark your cal-

endar and please join 

us on Sunday, Dec. 

10 following the 9:30 
AM Mass in the parish 

hall, when Saint Nich-
olas will stop by to 

visit with the children.  

WOMEN’S      

RETREAT              
Ladies, here’s a special chance for 

some Advent prayer and fellow-

ship. Join our Advent Day of Recol-

lection on Saturday, Dec. 16, 

2017, from 9.30 AM to 1 PM in 

the parish hall. Please register by 

calling the office, 623.2604. 

Advent Penance           
Service—Please join us on 
Wednesday, Dec. 20 at 
7:15 pm for  our  annual 
penance service. Monks 
from Saint Anselm Abbey 
will be available to hear 
confessions. This is a won-

derful opportunity to prepare spiritual-
ly & sacramentally for Christmas! 

Poinsettias in memory of loved ones Dona-
tions for poinsettias will be accepted in the names 
of deceased loved ones and friends. A $20 dona-
tion per poinsettia is recommended. Please write 
the names to be included along with the donation 
and send your offering to the parish office or drop it 
in the collection basket. Those who receive offerto-

ry envelopes will find floral donation envelopes in your recent pack-
age as well. Special thanks to those who donate flowers, as we 
ask you to maintain your generous Christmas giving to maintain 
parish services during the winter months.  

Daily Reflec-

tions for Ad-

vent &  Christ-

mas Booklets are 
available in the Info 
Nook for $2. 

Special exhibition 

If you have any artifacts 
from WWI that you 

would be willing to loan 
us for a 2-week period 

for an exhibit planned for 

February, 2018, please call the rectory at 603 623.2604.  

Winter weath-
er            policy If 
the Manchester Pub-

lic Schools are closed 
due to weather conditions, 

all parish facilities are 
closed. Classes and practices 

are also canceled. Check 
WMUR and our Facebook 

page to see if Masses are 

canceled.  

http://semcdill.blogspot.com/2011/05/q-anointing-sick-confession.html


From the Pastor: Fr. Jerome Joseph Day, O.S.B. 

Saint Nicholas makes Dec. 6 a contender for ‘best day’ in the parish 
   If you had me by the throat, had a gun pointed 
at my head or were hanging me upside down 
from the observation deck atop the Empire State 
Building, I’d probably be no closer to answer-
ing the question, “What’s your best day each 
year in ministry at Saint Raphael?” There are 
too many “best days,” too many moments in 
which God’s grace is abundant, to pick just one. 
Sometimes I don’t even recognize the “best 
day” immediately. It has to come upon reflec-
tion and prayer, or it emerges suddenly from 
something a parishioner or visitor has said or 
done. I will admit, however, that there are a 
number of contenders for the title “best day.” 
   Obviously, the big liturgical festivals of 
Christmas, and the tenderness of children visit-
ing the Nativity scene amid the twinkling of 
thousands of lights on a veritable forest of trees; 
Easter, and the power of the Paschal Candle 
light entering a darkened church and spreading 
its light to one person after another; and Pente-
cost, and the flashes of red, orange, gold, yel-
low as the Veni, Creator Spiritus is intoned – 
all of these, and many more, leave lasting im-
pressions. Without question, First Communion 
Sunday is a day that completely charms me, 
while the Solemnity of Christ the King, as the 
pipes skirl and the organ thunders, and vet-
eran parishioners and new immigrants begin the 
Procession of the Nations with flags from 
around the world is both impressive and mov-
ing. Almost every feast of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary touches me in some respect. How can 
one talk about the holy Mother of God and not 
be drawn into the beauty of her love and faith? 
How can we speak of her and not mingle mem-
ories of our own? 
   Liturgy is at the heart of parish life, but it is 
by no means the only activity. Joining a reli-
gious education class or  shar ing some quips 
with youth ministry participants can “juice up” 
the energy level for the rest of the week. Giving 
a hand to the Saint Raphael Food Pantry teams 
always leaves me im-
pressed by the commit-
ment and generosity of 
our volunteers, and by 
the compassion they 
display when assisting 
individuals in distress. 
Whenever I am able to 
pull together another 
session of The Pastor’s 
Class, whatever  the 
topic, the interest and 
insights of our adult 
participants always 
leaves me grateful. 
Visiting someone in the hospital or at home 
can open up a new world. Fact is, there is no 
end to these “best days,” but I have to admit 
there is one other contender I should mention. 
   Whenever Advent arrives, not long after-
wards, our parish is blessed to have a visit or 
two from Saint Nicholas, the inspiration be-

hind Santa Claus, 
Father Christmas and 

Père Noel. In fact, this 
Sunday, after the 
9.30 a.m. Mass, he 
was scheduled to visit 
with youngsters from 
the parish. But usual-
ly, Saint Nicholas, 
who lived in the 
Fourth Century and 
served as bishop of 
Myra in what is now 
modern Turkey, also 
makes an appearance 
during the week at 
Saint Benedict Acad-
emy. Dressed in a 
bishop’s liturgical 
robes, complete with miter and crozier, Old 
Saint Nick blows those guys in red suits and 
fake fur right out of the water! He makes his 
way, often with a secretarial elf in tow to an-
nounce through jingle bells his arrival, into the 
school. The holy bishop now confines his visits 
to the pre-K and kindergarten classes, along 
with Grades 1-3. Older  students, long famil-
iar with the routine, become too knowledgeable 
about saintly identity. 
   Teachers and their aides at Saint Benedict 
receive Saint Nicholas with great fanfare and 
graciousness. Sometimes, Nicholas reads to the 
youngsters, sometimes he questions them about 
the lesson he’s interrupting, sometimes he hears 
from the students about what’s on their Christ-
mas list or what their Yuletide wishes are. Of-
ten, he is pulling bits of his long mane of snowy 
white faux hair and faux beard from his eyes 
and mouth so he can see and speak. Accord-
ing to legend, the historical Saint Nicholas 
earned Santa Claus his reputation for generous 
gift-giving and special attention to the young 
when the bishop learned of a good man in his 

city who worried that 
when his three lovely 
daughters were ready 
to marry, he would be 
unable to provide each 
of them a dowry. In 
ancient times, it was 
the custom that a young 
woman, no matter how 
beautiful or talented or 
well-born, could marry 
without a dowry, the 
payment of a sum of 
money, jewels, land or 
even farm animals to 

her intended. 
   The dowry custom may make young men of 
ancient time sound like cads, but the custom 
was enforced by family expectations. On one 
hand, the new wife would be an additional bur-
den, another mouth to feed, at least in the begin-
ning – though, later, her skills and child-bearing 
would contribute to the wealth and strength of 

her husband’s family. 
Conversely, if her 
husband set her aside, 
he was obligated to 
return the dowry, thus 
giving the young 
woman some protec-
tion in an often hos-
tile world. In any 
event, Saint Nicholas, 
hearing of the anxie-
ties of the poor man 
and the distress of his 
daughters, donned his 
riding outfit, saddled 
up his horse and went 
into the streets of his 
city one cold, dark 
and rainy night. A 

light still flickered in an upstairs room at the 
family’s house, so Saint Nicholas, possessed of 
a good right arm, tossed a bag of gold through 
the window. When the man and his eldest 
daughter discovered the gift that morning, they 
were overjoyed. Twice more, the good bishop 
undertook his nighttime ride, and, happily, each 
of the three beautiful daughters found a hand-
some, strong and talented young man as a hus-
band! Saint Nicholas never revealed his gener-
osity, preferring instead that the family recog-
nize the truth: God answers our prayers with 
what is best for us and often uses others to be 
instruments of his grace and love. 
   When Saint Nicholas visits each classroom at 
Saint Benedict, he makes sure to give each stu-
dent, and the teacher and aide too, a golden coin 
in remembrance of the bags of gold he once 
tossed into a window. Of course, the youngsters 
are warned that this “gold” is not negotiable in 
a shop or market, they can’t invest it in stocks, 
bonds or securities, and they can’t even bring 
it to Fort Knox for safekeeping. But, with 
their teacher’s OK, they can have it for a 
snack. Saint Nicholas is never entirely sure 
whether it’s chocolate gold or youthful enthu-
siasm for Christmas that wins him the smiles, 
giggles and hugs abounding at the end of 
each visit. Whatever the cause, it surely helps 
Dec. 6, the Feast of Saint Nicholas, or what-
ever day the sainted bishop is able to visit, be 
one of the “best days” in the calendar.    © 
Rev. Jerome Joseph Day, O.S.B. 
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Saint Nicholas visits Saint Benedict Academy 
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